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PREFACE, 

TJt4J^SL4TQR. 


1 HE folloMfing vork, we are in,formecI by thg 
Author, was originally written for the infonna- 
tiop of the iPhilotechuic Societj^ of Pq^ris^ 

Hanover isi a country ^^specting w^iich very 
little is known in England; and it became, 
about the period when our author visited it^ 
particularly interesting to Englishmen fpom 
the recent invasion of the French. 

M. Mangourit describes in animated Ian- 
guage the scenes he visited, as well as the cus- 
toms and manners of the inhabitants; but his 
attention seems principally to have been di- 
rected towards their political and religious in- 
stitutions, the state of learning and the fine 
arts ; in fiiii?i.to the agriculture, commerce, 
and natural history, of the country. On each 
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of these topics he has collected miich useful 
information; which the translator hopes may 
afford amusement to the general reader, and 
be perused with satisfaction and improvement 
by the philosopher and man of science. 

Hanover, it is to be hoped, will speedily be 
Rescued from the rapacity of its invaders, and 
be restored to the mild and paternal govern- 
ment of its ancient princes; — ^in connection 
with whom it cannot fail t6 be an object of pe- 
culiar interest to the loyal part of their English: 
iBubjects. 


* * 


JUndorii Octgb&> 1805. 


TRAVELS IN HANOVER, 4^c. 


CHAP. I. 

t 

%£t*AltTU&£.^— OBSERVATIONS ON SOME OF THE CITIES 

OP EAST HOLLAND.— -JOURNEY PROM BENTHEIM TO 

OSNAfiUlt6.-*-ARRIVAL AT HANOVER, TWO DAYS AFTER 

THE OCCUPATION OP THIS CITY BY THE FRENCH 

ARMY. ' 

JL^IKE the saHor who longs to re-^bark after having been 
some time ashore, I felt an eager desire, after traveling in 
North America, and the South of Europe, to visit Holiand and 
'Westphalia; and to pass the summer in Hanover,* an electorate 
already celebrated by MM. de Soubise and De Contades. and 
the mareschal De Richelieu. I wished to behold the French flag 
in a country where it had not been displayed for forty-six years: 
l>ut I was still more ah»ous to examine the manners of the Sax- 
ons; and to became acquainted with the literati of Germany, of 
whom such a strange idea is formed at Paris* 

Leaving France, I proceededtmmy journey by the way of Breda 
and Bois-le-duc, and arrived without accident at Nimeguen. 

I passed hastily through the cities of East Holland. This 
mugular country is better known to Frenchmen than even France 
itself. We have written, and still continue to write, on the man* 
ners of the Batavians, their laws, their dikes, and on their poli- 
tical history, from the period of their insurrection, till the union 
gf their eiforts with ours for the invasion of England. 

The signs of the Dutch apothecaries are the same as those ex- 
hibited by our cutlers : the finest stag-horns that can be procured, 
indicate the shops of the most celebrated members of this pro- 
Jen Kn. The master-pharmacopolist, clothed in a night-gowQ or- 
naiiiented with flowers of poppies, and fastened with a girdb 
of the same stufi^, his head covered with a night-cap surmounted 
by a tult in the form of a large cabbage, is scientifically placed 
over his door : such is the dress worn by the Bataviaq apotke* 
caries during the whole day. If they have escaped Moliere, I 
present U^eio to iPic^rd; and iii an age when attention to C9%* 
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tume 18 SO scrupulously cultivated^ I challenge all those most 
conversant on the subject to introduce a Dutch apothecary on 
the stage in any otlier garb than that I have described^ without 
outraging propriety. 

The Batavian horses are not fed for two or three hours^ as is 
customary in France : after having performed a journey of some 
leagues^ their conductor takes a glass of Geneva or some other 
ardent spirit; and the horses^ entering a shed with two openings^ 
receive a hatidful of hay^ a certain allowance of breads a bucket of 
water^ and a small quantity of beer* I was assured^ that by means 
of tlm regimen they are able to undergo twice the fatigue qf 
our horses. 

Posts placed at the comers of the fields^ and supporting tittle 
wooden pictures^ have also their merit. Let the reader figure 
to himself a man tied to a tree by the fingers^ and half-naked^ 
whom a zealous farmer lashes with rods. This is^ as I w4s 
given to understandj a direat held out against whoever hw^ die- 
'stroy ditches^ cut down trees> or pillage the produce of the 
fields; and every proprietor has a right himself to punish the of- 
fender. It is astonishing that in their cities they hav^ not erected 
similar pictures against calumniators. 

Nothii^caobe more delightful than their country-houses; par- 
ticularly those which are situated ou the side^ of the roads^ an4 
the banks of the canals. Hedges of the horn-bean and lindeur 
tree are highly esteemed, and are reared under the most severe 
discipline. ^Flie periwig-makers who are alive, to the perfec- 
tion of their art, cannot dispense' with a tpur through the 
thickets of Holland. More leaves and shoots are not sulFered 
to grow on one side than the other, and all the linden-trees are 
made to extend their branches in the same direction. The hom'> 
bean fences are nearly impenetrable; and the roots are planted so 
that they lean towards each other, forming a n^t-work ki^d of 
palisade. Great care is taken, after the plants have attained 9 
certain age, to interweave their tender branches; which are kept 
in their place by means of osier*bandsj and aftt^r the lapse pf a 
short time it is almost.impossible to separate them. Most of 
the. parks and gardens in tbis country are surrounded by such 
fences; which are as strong as a waU^ and much more agreeable 
the eye. 

If France and Belgium are fertile and well-cultivated, Holland 
is not destitute of a particukr kind of verdure; the manners hows- 
ever of the inhabitants, and the colour of their bouses, disgust hj 
then* uniformity. Bujt beyond, and even a little way on diia side 
of the boundary of East Holland, nature assume^ a Nrr^p asnect 
Here the traveller encounters only extensive marshes, orlanda 
covered with heathy intermixed with some fields which have been 
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rescued from the general sterility, and a few' plantations of fir* 
trees ; and too often he meets with a species of soil which hunian 
industry seems to have relinquished in despair. 

A Frenchman, gay hy nature, cannot pass with impunity 
through T)eventer, Delden, Rheinem, and Ippenbureu. 
• I entered the territory of Osnaburg ; a bislipprick alternately 
under the dominion of the Laitherans and the Catholics, till 
by a conelusum of the empire it was definitively assigned to tlie 
Pope of ^London and Hanover*. 1 proceeded to the county of 
Bentheim, which is an arriere-fief of the electorate. The fa- 
mily portraits of their counts have been removed from the feudal 
castle, • and now decorate the chambers of the inn ; wher^ how- 
ever th^y excite very little attention when the hostess plays on 
the fliite, 'and is accompanied by her brother on the harpsichord. 
She is an excellent performer, and very beautiful. I suspect 
she must have' been alluded to by a traveller who wrote on one 
of the windows of « the saloon: 


*La gloire, 


5, les gnaideurs,'& tout Tor quVin desire, 
'ot\r pour moi nul appas: 
^'lliiMSjpoorJun seul souvis de ma chere Themire, 
>Clte^4te fCT8i9^ei^>a8? 


If dietp*<t was^tiguedinbisroute^ I solicit for liiei th^ 
lAdulgeikee^f Ibe* reader. 

^At; last«I ' reached the city of ^ O snuburgh 4 and repaired to the 
fiaiwte^^f <tbe*priQce, -wvhidi is said to be extremely handsome; 
but like an incorrigible Frenchman, and particularly one who 
had lived in Pftris, I astw notrany v thing either within or without 
iRFOitby > ofiftdiairation. The inscription however over tlie princi*^ 
paUgate appeased me .4ilJittlevif.it expresses the truth, and that 
n»y ^ell 4iie in at-eouatiy-^ere Xiuditr and Rome^^ovemed by 
turns, ilt is «8> fellows: 

' ^tMfitas » Augustas^ 
.\Dei }gralia, 
.Episcfqpiis OfiilkbKffgMMis,? Dux. BrutivieeMis et Luneburgms. 

.8ola ^B0Ba««tHe Hoaesta. 

mdgLxxv. 

vl visil^'dK ^ilmfdi 'ad|o««gftbe-pQkce. It is-.eDcimH 
ber^'mlbi^ofo^iiiii^esiaadl badly reKeonted statues than the most 
mtic churches ^m - Spain. On the .-oatside (Ve^saw a figure 
intended 'fer a .Ghvist; its aide -was transfixed with:a ppeer> 
the handle ,of which touched the ground. I was assured that 

* We sdppose the author must here aUude to the King of Great Britain 
and IIano¥er, as bsing head of the church. T. 
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tvhcn this sacred image was first exalted to its present station^ 
the children wept with terror on beholding it^ and that thieves 
and lovers durst not walk near it by night. In this principality 
a convent of Dominicansy a monastery of Franciscans^ a mmneryj , 
and two coal-pits, have each the renown they merit. 

What a beantifiil oak-tree rears its majestic head to the right of 
the road on leaving the village of Baiimte ! Its vigorous trunk is 
more than forty-five feet in circumference : it is partly despoiled 
of its leaves, but it still supports the respected nest of a stork: 
»three enormous branches stretch across the road, and afford 
a refreshing shade. It Has reached a good old age, and yet it 
may perchance be seen in the same place a century hence. 
If it could reply to my questions ! But it is perhaps fortunate 
that it cannot repeat what it has seen and heard since the period 
when it vegetated under the herbs whose remains, converted into 
mould, now afford it nourishment. In Holland and the elector- 
ate, forests consecrated by time are held sacred. In their cities^ 
villages, and most frequented roads, we observe trees whose teih^ 
der branches, having been spread horizontally upon frames, have 
formed in time large circular arbours. Upon the trunks of many 
of them a kind of halls is formed, the ascent to which is by awind^ 
ing flight of steps, where people dance and take refreshments. 
Before each house; und under every window, a linden-tree dis^ 
plays its friendly shade. Do not religious ceremonies often ori- 
ginate in local convenience ? On the contrary are not existing 
civil institutions frequently the result of religious jpractices long' 
since abandoned? 

After ten days of fatigue, it is time to take some repose. I have 
traversed the delightful plains of Belgium, the marshy land ot 
Holland, several parts of the Prussian dominions, and die dreary 
Jieaths of Hanover, travelling post after oui^ army without being 
able to come up with it. But (thanks to the wisdcmi of the Ha- 
noverian regency, and the obedience of the troops !) the conven* 
tion of Suhlingen has prevented a rupture between two brave 
notions who are capable of esteeming and admiring eacU other. 
Our head-quarters are peaceably established in the capital, and it 
is there I shall terminate my course. 

/ Beheld then a French sentinel upon the bridge; a party of the 
eorps^e-garde at the gate, two cannons before the palace o^tbe 
duke of Cambridge, (now occupied by the commander in chief); 
the shops open« dbe children playing in the streets^ and the dif- 
ferent families calmly pursuing their accMomed occopationst* 
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lPA!il¥A'rfT9 OF HA'NOVER. — BEFLECTIONS OH ttfE CO,K-»- 

vt^^TIX)'^^ t)^ stjhlikgen, beItween the French ani>* 

HANOVERIAN' ARMIES. 

JP ATIOUE' is quickly forgotten when repofdng onthe bosom^ 
of friendfihit^. I\va9occupied- with a favourite idea, which difiused' 
ar chttrdi over my journey. About to enter into a connection^ 
with men of the first merit in Germany^ I longed to prove to* 
thiM^'brttvepcfople that our relationship is not distant^ and that 
vre are children' of the siime parent enjoying a similar inheritance. 
Messrs^- Pat^e, Brandes, Bremer, and Manikhauztn, iaem^ 
bcRTs of the' commission of deputies from the electoral govern^ 
ment; Shisrery gr^nd-bailifF; lieutenant^colonel de Bock, and the' 
cpansellor ofstfi^e Reefer; all men of distincticHi in the city of- 
Hanpvier^ concurred with me inithis great work. By them I%as^ 
instructed in the nature of the Hanoverian government^ tfae^ 
establifi^ed reiigton> the financial details^ the organizatioil of the 
army^ the courts of justice^ the police^ aigricuteUre^ commerce,' 
slate of poblic^ instruction; and the natural history^ of the' 

. country^ 

The oldasf suid moat enli^tened of mj instructors was M • 
Feder: he isr^ civil director of the military school^ the Geor^*a^ 
num. This respectable old man is perfectly acquainted with the 
state of public instruction^ and the natural history^ of his country. 
3eing^ellriecommended^lwasreceivedbyhimwithpoliteness; but 
on adding^to these- reicommendations my diploma as a member o£ 
the'Philotischnic>Society^fae opened lus arms to receive me widiaf^ , 
fectioui It was now- that I blessed that passion for letters which had 
inspired' me during my most tender years^ since I percmved that 
it formed a most delightful bond of union between a Frenchmaa 
and a native of Franconia; Sixty-six years had neither obscured^ 
hii^ id0as^ nor enfeebled his language. In ' less than an hour I perw 

, ceived'that^he wa^ warifnly. attached to the prince who had been 
his* benefactor; that he was a good husband^ an affectionate pa^* 
rent^-n worthy citizen; that his scholars were the children of \A^ 
adoptiod> and treated \Vith tlie same tenderness as his own... Tlie' 
features of Ms Feder are at the same time mild^ di^ified, and 
spirigh^y; his bftir is white^ his forehead of a middle ^Qse, his eyer 
blue> ilQ^ aquiline^ and his mouth well-formed ; his'headerect^ his 

.>4giit active/ and his body thin but musciibu*; hi^lool^^^R^C^M^e^ 
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and his smile flattering : in his countenance^ gestures^ andinetef^ 
motion^ we behold depicted in the most lively colours the emotionir 
of his mind ; even when silent and unoccupied^ it is evident from 
his visage that he has not a thought he would wish to di^uise 
either from God or man. The services of many are offered as iithey 
wished them to be declined;, but his come from the hearty and 
he would be pained by a refusal. 1 observed to him, ^^ You have 
proposed to ride, to walk, to converse with me*. I am a French- 
ihan! Are there fewer wicked people in Hanover than else- 
where ? May not a criminal construction be put upon our in- 
nocent' connection? The more kindnesses you load me with, 
the more should delicacy suggest to me the propriety of de-.' 
dining diem." *^ Fear nothing,^' replied the venerable old man: 
*^ my principles are knotsin throughout HdnoverJ* 

1 promised to see him often. On my return to !^aris I wat 
asked if I had seen the general in chief of the army ; if. I had 
mixed with the brilliant circles in Hanover, and formed an inti- 
macy with the |>eautiful females of the country. I replied in th& 
negative. ^^ How then have you employed your time during four 
months i^" ^'1 visited the house of a sage. Here I beheld a display 
of patriarchal < manners,, and in this temple I henceforth per- 
formed my devotions." 

On leaving the house of M. Feder, I passed along a narrovr > 
"bridge, and entered a handsome long street which leads to one 
of the city-gates. On both sides are ramparts decorated with 
trees. The atmosphere is pure ; and the eye, without being fa- » 
tigued or dazzled,, surveys a. variety of beautiful and picturesque, 
situations. Kot a Frenchman was at the gate: but I beheld Ger^^ 
man families ; groupes of children ; and the wolf-dog, which is 
the constant companion of their walks. Here were husbands, 
mothers, and young maidens with their eyes cast down; doubt- 
less attracted hither by the salubrity of the air, the beauty of the « 
prospiect,9nd a tranquil mind^^ 1 followed these happy groupes^ 

This beautiful rattipart runs along the new street called George-^ 
Strass, Ifie bouses of which are all built on.t&e same plan, ril-^ 
lars of freestone connected by iron chains, separate tlie street" 
from this walk: from the platform iof what was formerly abas-i 
tion, the lovers of picturesque jjcenery enjoy the finest prospect 
imaginable, while tlie chiklr«n pursue their innocent sports be-r 
neath the protecting shades of the large trees and shrubs by which, 
it is surrounded. Towards the left, and behind a very handsome 
garden, is situated the house of the states of the electorate. Oi\ 
its front is engraven Posteritati. Never w'Srs inscription better 
merited than this, on the day the Hanoverian government 
entered into a treaty wilh the French army: — this decision saved 
tf^eir ^amUy sipd humanity. Tb^ Haijiioveriiios baiL m pecj^onsC 
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^juries to avenge upon the Frencb, why then should they have 
risked their brave citizens against ours ? On this platform M. da 
XielmanseggCj president of the regency^ has buUt a fine pavilion^ 
flanked by two low wings^ and surmounted by lofty trees. The 
water in the fosse is so extremely limpid^ that it reflects the 
house and the surrounding scenery with the greatest accuracy. 
On descending a flight of steps which lead to the bank of the 
river^ the tops of the lofty trees are alone visible ; and the un- 
broken silence^ by which I was surrounded^ gave a sacred cas) to 
my feelings. But this melancholy pleasure^ this gentle philoso-^ 
phy, which scenes like the present are so well cadculated to in- 
spire^ vanished on the reflection tliat I could not enjoy them 
forever. Linquenda tellus, et domus, et placens uxor, re- 
called many disagreeable reflections ; and to relieve my feelings 
T hastily ascended the steps^ and re-plunged into the noise and 
busde of the city. 

CHAP. III. 


PUBLIC BATHS. — ELECTOBAL PALACE OP HERENHAUSEN. 

. — rMISTAKEN IDEA OF EMPLOYING THE EXfGLlSH TO 

FILL PLACES OF TRUST IN THE ELECTORATE. — GAJIDEIT 

OF COUNT WALMODEN. — MAUSOLEA AND TOMBS.-^BAR* 

BAROUS STATE OF THE ARTS IN HANOVER. 

Yesterday I visited Herenbausen, the Saint-Cloud 
of the capital. At the entrance of the avenue to the castle^ a 
Frenchman has established warm-baths^ the water of which is of 
a ferruginous quality. Although it may be asked at Hanover^ 
^^ For what complaint do you go to the bath?'' 1 believe the pro-, 
prietor of them has amassed a considerable fortune \ he is af- 
fable and communicative^ which affords a great inducement to his 
fatigued and curious countrymen to visit them. 

He is called M. le Febvre ; a name I revere, though com^ 
mon. It was that of the marechal Faber, predecessor of the 
illustrious warriors of the revolution whom the privileged orders 
in France denominated lesjils de har epies, and whom even th^ 
same class in Germany styled les heros de P 'Europe. 

What an admirable man was this marechal ! What philosophy^ 
in an age of which his brilliant virtues had so iar overcome the 
pride as to raise bini to the first rank in the mpnarchy ! One day 
when he gave a grand entertainment, his valet-de-chambre in- 
formed him as he sat at table, that an old infirm and poor wo- 
man had entreated with uncommon earnestness to speak with 
liim. He vyent out^ and in a short time re-entered thjB apart- 
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inent leading in this woman. Gentlemen, said he, addressii^ 
bis guests^ I have found my worthy mother, zchom I noW pre- 
^ent to you. 

The approach to la maison du maitre, which signifies He^ 
rerihaiisen (or ^s it is here pronounced^ arnhauss), is by a lonig^ 
avenue of lime-trees ; whose dark foliage^ intemiingled with pale 
green flowers^ giyes them the appearance of variegated holly. 
jTbe great rqad is intended for carri^ges^ on each side of whicfi 
is an excellent shaded walk for the accommodation of foot-pa;s- 
sengers. The castle itself has tlie appearance of French college^, 
the abbeys of the second ran)^^ and the mansions pf the provin- 
cial squires with moderate fortunes. Iliirty leagues rouiid Par^ 
its proprietor would sacrifice it either to his good taste or his 
,vanity. 

Entering the park from this avenue^ the most disgusting uni- 
Tormity meets the eye : nothing is to be seen but eternal alley^, 
the sharp gravel of which wounds the feet ; green turf, whose 
i^hoots are as strong as those of sbmbs.; and rude gigantic statues 
of freestone. Following these extravagant hedges, which are as 
high as the walls of the most austere monastery, we behold 
tiiuddy water flowing in a straight direction without end, and with- 
out perspective. Ah ! this is no longer the house and the gar- 
den of the master^ because the master has abandoned the house^ 
^nd the garden. 

We must stop however before the central basin. Its jet, 

which is larger than that of the gr^md jet-d^eau at|St. Cloud, bjit 

, does not rise tp the same 'height, produces a very good •effect. 

.At Hanover it is regarded as incompz^rable, and I bad too muc^ 

politeness to controvert this opinion. 

Before this basin is situated. a rural theatre ; the side scenes, the 
boxes,*and the s^e of which, ^re fonned of hornbeam. In tb^ 
front are placed, at the distance of twelve feet from each otheo 
.qqpies in lead of the beautiful aptique ' statues of ro^^rble, origi- 
nals of which are now in France. Before X\\e desertion of the 
castle, pieces were acted in this theatre ; which on ^uch occa- 
siqns was decorated and lighted up with great .splendour. Af, 
j;)resent large canals of stagnant vvater render the ^ir so. impure, 
.that l^e must be indeed an enthusi^tic iidmirer of fine view^ 
who would.stpp.to contemplate the smiling meadows terminated 
by the.city. of Hanover, and the azure. cijrtaih pf the.hiils. I ac- 
Icepted widi^gratitjide the oft*(?r.of the gardener .to ^bewme.tbie 
oraqgerie. 

'Xnis ball, which, is very long, is decprated ,at .eveiy rtnelv^ 
/eet ji/vith copies of very ancient busts : formerly it jie^ved ^s a 
Juall-room to the court. I. observed some fine .or^ge^pls^ts; *" 
jbutinsiiead pf being .distribiUed.ip jthe gard^n^ they ^e,p|aced 4^ 


^I^xes .surroundedbv laurels^ aiidcut of a ,p3^i»tidi|l <8h«ipe. X 
eoquir^d of the .gardeper if tbe^ :laui[els were uiiported frp^ 
jEngl^- '^ Yes, Sir," he replied; " and I know not whether tli^s 
is the TQa3on (hey do not flourish. Since tl^ ^^ven jroars w%r 
they 'have neither sent us laurels nor tu^J\ This is '^e:reasqa 
l\hy.th€3e^gardeiis ace. so indifferent/' 

;^propq5,of Epgland. ;rbe,Fren<jh who visit Hanover, irp^gioe 
.they >viu,fiqd in it. English goviemors, .generalsf jiidg^s, pciest^j 
.cu^tpjn-bouse officers, and above all British inerchaBt^,.eao|i with 
bis sponge and his ral^e ; but this is a mistake. No English 
^abject IS eligible as a public functionary Jn HalM>ver, any mo^e 
^tban an Hanoverian c^n be employed ifi the pbccs of« trust und^r 
tbe British government. Qnly one .example ha^ ever occurred 
jn violation of this constitutionaLstatute : it was tbatpf.two J^- 
lisbmen who entered as lieutenants int,o the .Hanoverian arinyj 
and vyho left .tfie service ;^t the te^mipatiou Qf tiiirty years with 
»tbe .i:;ank. of captains. 

JBefo^e the ^rival of the rFrench army, under tbe command of 
^IQarshal .Mortier> tbe dukes pf .Cambridge and Cumberland 
enjoyed here only a subordinate situatipn ; ^hey served under 
the orders of marshal Count de ,Walmoden, us lieutenautT^^- 
rals. in order to evince how jealous this nation is of itrindepen- 
^dance, itjs.only.neqessai;y to mentiou, that, three, days befqre.^ur 
^my marqhed ipto the country, sUie yQUOg^prince of; Gloucester 
arrived post from Berlin at Hanover with two English ofiicers, in 
^order tp offer their sen^ices as volunteers. 7.1ie regencyimmedi- 
a.tely jgave orders that horsei» and a proper .escort Aould:be fur- 
nished to epable the prince and his.atteudauts.to leave the electo- 
jrate by the shortest road on the fpllpwiugnigbtj md he.accord- 
jugly dep^rt^d. 

The.Epglish arcdisliked in.Hi^O!verfromthattooeof superio* 
jity.whii^h they are too apt tp assuiiie .every , where, and the con- 
tempt they evince for all pth^r nations. J apeak this genemlly, 
and would not wish to be. understood ii3tCQmpcehendiiig all the 
JSnglish in this censure. 

•Before leaving the house of tbe diiaster of Herenhauaen, it 
jnay be proper to r^mark> that hisfunetions ace cuearly similar to 
^thosc^xercised by the king of Prussia aaoountof Neufcbatel : that 
ihough tbe revenue pf tbe country ^{Imivs into Jiis treasury, be can- 
^t dispose pf it by Jiis own proper autbodty : that a regency com^* 
Dosed of citizpps dOfectively hold ihe.reins.of^aveniment; and 
have the direction of the army, finances, courts of justice, police, 
i^eljgion, public insti^uctionjfigriculture,,coaunerce, pabliic works> 
.gnd tbe mternalaud external relations of tbestate^ This regency 
jfi inve;9t^d.witbithe pp^^erofiuakipg peace ; ^nd is connected in 
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electorate, as to render the people safe from any undue stretch of 
its power. It has been often uselejssly repeated after Montes- 
quieu, that the pope is an idol of wood, whose feet dr6 kissed 
and his hands enchained. This in the strictest sense is applica- 
ble to the pope of London. ! 

I next visited the country-seat of field-marshal Walmoden* 
Still the hornbeam hedges ! But beyond these the ground gradu- 
ally loses its melancholy uniformity. My curiosity, deadened by 
a repetition of the san^e monotonous scenery, is again roused by 
the appearance of thickets which the pruning-knife has spared. 
Here several winding paths lead to* a thick plantation of firs ; when 
, suddenly from an opening in the wood, a view of the adjacent 
country, with the flocks brousing on the distant hills, bur^ on 
the astoni^^hed sight. Across a light bridge I descended into a 
ineadow perfumed by wild thyme, honeysuckle, and eglantine. 
On making the tour of this delightful spot, I reached a path 
short and straight, like that of human happiness. At its extremity 
is a second bridge, constructed of the decayed stumps of trees, 
>e^ich leads to the mausoleum of the family. This spot has been 
decorated by the hand of marshal Walmoden himself^ and 
he has well calculated the effect that is produced by a judicious 
disposition of different species of trees, whose intermingling foli- 
' age gives an air of solemn grandeur to the scene. On quitting 
the sepulchre we enter a thicket of roses; which in imagination 
is converted into the promised land, where all the pains and mis- 
fortunes of human life are to be effaced. This delightful garden is 
besides planted with a great variety of the choicest fruits : here me- 
lons, ananas, cherries, and apricots, ripen in the greatest profusion. 

On both sides of the avenue from Hereuhausen we behold 
only fine gardens. By the edge of the footpath leading to 
the city, several fanciful saloons, painted within and without, 
have been erected, commanding a view of the road. Chairs, a 
sofa, several mirrors, a tea-table, a library, several flower-pots, 
pipes, and a piano-forte, constitute the furniture of these retreats. 
The large balconies of Spain named miradors, concealed by 
blinds and lattices, are intended to answer the same purpose : but 
there we always figure to ourselves an orphan, a duenna, guar- 
dian, and we dread more from the hazile than we hope from 
ihejigaro; while in the Hanoverian Belvederes, the greatest 
freedom prevails, no pne is deceived ; it is a domestic union into 
which friendship is admitted without restraint, because it is with- 
out danger. . 

At a small distance towards the right, on an oval eminence, 
are a muhitude of urns and tomb-stones, which mark the ce^ 
metery of the Jews; and somewhat farther on in the sam* 
direction b a vast field, surrpunded \)y % parapet^ and crowdoi^ 


with funeral monuments^ which is the burial-ground of the Lu« 
tberans. 1 traversed diese habitations of the de^d. The tomb- 
stones of the noble families are plained in the middle^ and occupy 
a large space. Console yourselves^ ye who possess a feeling 
heart! the grass germinates not on their surfaces^ as it does on the 
humble graves of the ignoble; on which parental love^ filial piety, 
fraternal affection^ or the cares of friendship, each day place 
an offering of fresh flowers. Passenger, if you view not these 
funeral sacrifices with sensibility, yon are unworthy to hold com- 
munieu with man. This practice^ which may be traced to very 
remote antiquity^ and which is unfortunately neglected in our 
country, is religiously preserved in Hanover : what then, reader, 
think you of the manners of its inhabitants ? 

Almost all the sepulchral monuments^ and even the rudest 
tomb-stones, are placed in the field ; which gives to this inclosurQ 
the appearance of a field of batde, with its sentry-boxes, tents^ 
redoubts, trophies^ and subdivisions. Under a triangular pyramid 
repose the remains of the divine WherlofF; whose humanity dried^ 
the tears and assuaged the sorrows, and whose knowledge saved 
the lives, of a multitude of his unfortunate fellow-creatures ^» 
Not far distant is a monument representing a mother stretched 
upon the body of a beloved daughter: the scissars of Fate cut a 
half- blown rose; and the parent tree, 8tript?of its leaves, is torn up 
by the root. Just by is the tomb of the lover of the young 
damsel : the sculptor Jias succeeded in depicting the beauty 
and elegant figure of this youth. On one side of the monument 
we behold a superb oak; on the other the oak is reversed, ita 
branches are broken, its leaves fallen, and its seed scattered. 

Few of the monuments \ examined merit a particular descrip- 
tion. Many of them are Gothic, and others in a style which de- 
serve more severe criticism as being modem. The former 
generally represent a gilded Christ ; to the riglit are the males of 
die family, and to the left the famales, both young and old. * The 
most aged are generally placed at the greatest distance from the 
Christ ; I know not if this be intended as a mark of respect, or 
merely in ridicule. In the north cemetery near the church is a 
stone in a very singular taste. On it is represented J^sus Christ 
bearing his cross, and treading grapes in a stone trough, on the 
four angles of whicn are carved four screws jof a wine-presi», 
Mat lux ! Upon a grave-stone in the church-yard of Saint Egide^ 
is carved the figure of a beau in a very singular dress; a 

P Wberloff wa^ chief physician to the court of Hanover; the saviour of 
the poor, he was always ready to fly to their aid. He composed many valu- 
/«ble works, for which however he was less renowned toan' for his uni^* 
ire;>88i benevolence and phil^Atbropy, The reigiupg duke of J^ron^wldb' 
wrf t« bjif spiuph, ^ 
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p'erukfe'witK a* bag, a sh6ft''coht' butfone'd, breechei'reacliingl 
db\v^i thfelfeg, slib'e^wlth sljuaire" buckles, and a pointed Kat un* 
dfer'his leff aiftn. 1 related tKis to a charming French woinan. 
'^Beliete^Tie/' saidshie; "this4ittlepelrsonage was a courtier." As-- 
strredly I did not expett'to nieet siich a figure on a tombstone' 
iii the* city of Hanbvei*. 

^ r ob^fved sortie toiiibs arid sarcophagi of white marble, 
bt<t the greaitef numbei' are constructed of stones dug out of the 
mbutrtajtiS of Ilartz. 

The arts 'of design, of painting, and of sculpture, and the sister 
atts of architecture and engraving, have not at^ined to a high de- 
gtee of perfection iti Haridver. Messrs. Rephery and jt>ies>> 
distinguished jjainters at Rbnie, are lost to their country;; but 
THy. Hamburg, painter to the court, who resides in diis city,- 
pR:)S^esses talents that would secure applause in the most opulent 
capitals. There is little encouragement here for any of the fine 
atls ; iieVeftheless the sculptor Hook is highly esteemed ia 
Germany, ^nd the engraver Riepenhauzen at Gottihgen. 

An airof Gothicism is prevalent in all their buildings : the houses 
in gfenferal resemble the galleries of a vessel of the sixteeiith cen*- 
tdry ; and Whether they are of brick or wood, the period'of their 
etection is carefully marked on theni. I observed that in diose 
dated 1565 each story projects several feet over that immediately- 
und^r; agd exhibits medallions, pagan- divinities, warriors^ 
and verses of thfe Psalms. In the aiigle of the houses at the ex- 
tremities of their strieets, are erected seven rows of small windows 
which teyminate in ogives. In some of the edifices red and^ 
green bricks ahe intermixed, and in others' varnished tiles are 
disposed iri rows: sometimes the bricks are onfy employed 
for thfe principal door and the chimtieys> while the rest of the 
habitatibn' is constructed of wood painted of various colours. 
This marinfer of building was introduced into Engknd* by the' 
^xons, and by them has beien transported to Aixierica. 

Other houses have bricks placed in Woodeii frames^' and se-r. 
ct\Ted by means of plaster. There are however in thiacoun- 
ti'y many handsome edifices : the newly-erected part of the 
etectdfal church; the palace of the princess de Gialfes (occupied - 
by thfe general in chief), and that of the regency^are constriicted- 
of hewn stone, and'sbew^ that Hanovejc is not destitute- of g^od^ 
architeCtb% 
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^£N£BAL VtEV OV THE STATE OF AHtS AKD SCtEffCKlil iflf 
HANOVER.— MISTAKEN IDEA'THAT THE El^OLtSH 0<> 
CUPY ALL THE PLACES IN THIS ELECTORATE.— -UNI- 
VERSITY, AND ROYAL SOCIETY OF SCIENCES, OF GOT* 
TINGEN» — SURGICAL SCHOOLS AT ZELL.-*-SOCIEtY Olf 
NATURAL HISTORY AT HANOVER. — CELEBRATED MfiN, 

JL F the sciences and the fine arts> which latter take root on th^ 
former like the misketoe on the oak, have not been cherished 
with So much ardour in this country as in France, the influence 
of the useful arts is perhaps more remarkable. In order to fonn 
an accurate judgment on this subject^ and consequently respect* 
ing public instruction, it is necessary to attend to the discrimi- 
nating character of a nation, and to the nature of its climate ; 
the Hanoverians have among them a great number of philoso- 
i)hers and learned men, but few artists and poets : and their soil 
Is barren, and their atmosphere changeable ; the coldness and hu- 
midity of the climate are unfavourable to the exertion of the 
imagination, and calculated to induce a kind of mental torpor, 
, The inhabitants of the south, on the contrary^ do not posseaa 
that mathematical justness of conception which is frequently so 
^Conspicuous in men bom and educated in more northern re- 
gions. The circmscribed sphere of their pleas^es, and a me- 
thodical habit of application, render the Hanoverians extremel;f 
mild in their manners. They ought not to be hastily accused 
of being slow in forming attachments^ because in proportion to 
this deliberation are the strength and sincerity of their fiiendft 
ship. They are pleased with the French character: so judt 
b die observation, that a sober or even a melancholic man is 
often captivated by the sprightly sallies of a lively companion. 
They pardon cur heedlessness, our levity, and even our wesdcnesa ; 
i>ecause the capability of observation which they possess in i 
very eminent degree, convinces them that our hearts are not in 
general depraved' When they observe that^the habitual jollity of 
the French soldier does not proceed from selfishness, but that be 
takes a real interest in the fiimily wherein he resides, and whicb 
tie displays by a thousand little services, the day in which he is 
Ordered into new cantonments is a day of sorrow to \m hoft» 
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An affecting scene occurred when a part of our army took porf^' 
session of this capital, which sufficiently paints the character of 
the two nations. One of our veterans who nad served in the seven- 
years war« happened to be sent to the same lodgings he had then 
occupied, where his former landlord still resided. Ou recog- 
nising each other they wept for joy; and the happiness of thia 
meeting proves more and more how sincerely man would be the 
friend of his fellow -men, if goyernments did not find their iiw 
terest in disuuitiug,^ and rendering them tlie enemies of each 
other. 

. It might be supposed that if the English were beloved by the 
Hanoverians, their language would be familiar in this country. 
it is, however, scarcely understood. We might expect to hear 
die airs of Rule Britannia, and God save the King. But hero 
they are unknown. That Shakespeare, the rival of Klopstock 
and of VVieland, is the author of several dramatic works, is a fact 
we might expect sliould be known ; but this tragic poet con** 
fines himself to his own island, fearing an invasion from those 
of the continent *. The difference in our favour is very re- 
markable. The Fiencb. language is more or less spoken by all 
ranks in Hanover; the Saxons frequently write it with elegance; 
1 never failed to be Understood in the smallest villages, and it is 
well known that in Lower Saxony they speak the German in its 
greatest purity; Our songs and romances are learnt and recited 
throi^bout this country, and our dramatic pieces are introduced 
and applauded in all dieir theatres. Though this marked pre-^ 
ference cannot absolutely be construed into affection, it will un- 
questionably render it less difficult for us to gain confidence^ ancf- 
effect a lasting union, witli this electorate. 

* None ^f the fonseqnences \f liidi liave flowed from the late war aire*, 
aaore to b^ laniented, than the revival of that spirit of anunosity between 
this country an4 France^ which su! the coisiDeticemcnt of the revolution was 
gradually yielding to the influence of a more mild philosophy. The trans-« 
I^tor of the present volume hasdi&cenied with regret several marks of this 
national rimcour ; surely the author might have discovered in the relative si- 
:luation of drcat Britain and Haiu)very and from the little mtercoarse between 
the inhabitants of the two countrie^^ a su&eicnt reason why the English lao- 
.guage is not generally cultivated, pr their miisic liked, in the Electorate, 
without ftUedipting to explsia at from their antipathy to the English cha- 
racter whJch he seifms inclined every where to represent as haughty and over^, 
iN^ariog in the extreme. 

While every candid and liberal mind jaust reprobate die spirit that coul<i 
dictate the above^and many similar passages «oattered thrbuehout the pre* 
aent volume, the lovers of dramatic excellence not only in Britain, but even 
among tlie author's own countrymen, will pcrusi with a smile of contempt 
his ol^rvation respecting the mimmortal Shakspeare. Admitting the facC 
to be correct, tlwt liis works are unknown in Hanover, it only proves^ tjhe 
bf^raf M stHt« <^f that •PuiUr^ in (he 6tu<Jy of polita literature, Ta. 
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JSut to return to the useful arts. Their effect lia» hittierto been 
very little felt on externa) commerce^ which is too much mono- 
}K>lized by Hamburgh and Bremen. X<ubeck partakes in a small 
degree with these cities the trade carried on with the duchy of 
Lunenburg. Agriculture seems to have extended its advantages 
somewhat farther ; several learned societies, which act in con- 
junction with the academy of sciences at Giittiiigen, are esta- 
blished in the principal cities^ and tend to diffuse a spirit of im*- 
provement anfiong their countrymen; and from the midst of 
which/ in a short time^ we may expect to see men of exalted 
eminence spring up. 

When speaking of the university and academy of Gotdngen, I 
am naturally led to the subject of public instructipn, which may 
be considered under three divisions : I. The primarr schools 
which are estabUshed in every village. In these children are 
taught reading and arithmetic, and a knowledge of their moral 
and religious duties. II. Schools in the cities, where the pupils 
are instucted in the classics, and the fundamental principles of the 
sciences. HI. The university of Giittingen, whicn was instituted 
by George the Second in 1734. It is provided witfi forty-two 
professors, the majority of whom are foreigners : by this system 
which is particularly proper in a small state, the aid of men of the 
greatest celebrity is secured ; and by thus placing learning on the - 
most respectable basis, a great number of pupili are attracted from 
every quarter. Two of the sons of the duke of Bavaria, and 
the ddest son of the ex-minister Charles Delacroix^ are at pre^ 
sent stttdeata in this celebrated university. 

Among the learned men who long supported the fame of thb 
renowned institution, may be found the names of Maye>, Kaest* 
ner, Koehler, Gatterer, Gessner, Haller, Zinn^ Brendel^ Ro- 
ederer^ Murray^ Gebauer^ Miester and lichtenbei^, whose 
places have been worthily supplied by the present professors. In 
proof of this assertion, it is only necessary to inform the reader 
tliat the lectures upon civil law, and the law of nations, are now 
deUvered by Messrs. Putters and De Martens; oq medicine^ 
by Gmelin; on surgery, by M. Richter ; on philosophy and natu* 
ral history by M. Blomenback; on languages, and ancient history^ 
by M. H^ne; on ancient and modem statistics^ by Messrs. 
Schloezer and H£eren; on mathematics, hs Mayer; on botany 
by M. Hoffmann j and on economy and the mechaniq arta^ by 
M« Beckmsn. 

In ^he sitting of the I4th of April, 1803, the institute 
adjudged the medal offered for the oest work on astronomy 
to M. Harding ; who had discovered a new planet on the 
5th of the foregoing September, at Lilienthal near Bremen. 1 
eught in strict propriety to have inscribed the name of this in 
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Mligent a^rdnonler among the learned men'of Gottingen^ aiacer 
he has been appointed to superintend the ot>servatQi'y which wa» 
consecrated to Urania by Tobias Meyer. 

The philological society under the immediate inspection of the 
university^ is intended to prepare instructors for the different 
colleges* I 

The members of the Royal Academy of sciences of Gbttingen^ 
are. chosen from among the members of the university and other 
learned natives. The Duke of Cambridge is president^ and the 
vrorthy and learned M. Brandes curator. The non-resident 
members to the amount of two hundred^ are composed of learned 
ttenfrom (every coudtry in Europe. Among the celebrated 
philosophers in France on whom this honour has been conferred^ 
we find the names of Lac^p^de^ Cuvier, Cbaptal^ Guyton^ 
Morveau, Fourcroy, Faujas, Saint Fond, Miliin^ Lagrange» 
Laplace, Sylvestre de Sacy, Lalande, Mecimin, Delambre^ 
Villoison Pougens, Joseph Lavall^e, &c.- 
- Tbe schools of surgery at Zell are established on a very ex- 
cellent |)Ian, and have acquired a deserved reputation. The 
different sciences, the arts of artillery and fortification, 8cc. arjo 
taught in the school of Hauoveri^ 

I have already spoken in terms of commendation of the agri- 
ciiltxural societies. In the city of Hanover a society of natural 
history is formed obi < a plan which might be adopted with ad- 
vantage in the diffeiient districts of France, as from their muted 
lal>ours we might ea^ct iu the course of a few years to attaia 
ft perfect knowledge of the treasures of nature contained in our vast 
empire. The l^bur^ of this society are confined to Lower 
Saxony ; and none but natives, or learned foreigners who ave na- 
turalizfad in the country, are admissible as members. It is only 
by a. similar regulation, which nmy perhaps at first sight appear 
iUiberal, tint any particular distiict can' be exploired with suffi- 
cient accuracy. The admission of learned fonsigoers is use- 
ful A0 the Aciences in estensive institutions alone; «nd when the 
objects of their researches are not locals but calculated to create 
general interest. 

Nothing canbb more admirable than these assemblies of learned 
men, who bbour with the moat bidefatigable zeal, to enlarge the 
bornidaries of human knowledge. The emoluments ensing from 
their ps^ofesaorships or their ;husiiie8V,i are sufficient to satisfy aH 
their wants. Strangers to luxury or dissipations of any kind, itxek 
recreations f consist id communoatiig i to each, ether the wsults 
of their lahovrs; in conversing with dieir femifies durti|g die lone 
nights of 'wistQr round a stove; ck enjoying with them a walk 
in the fine ds^ya of their short summer. The cloiaten wsere . ibr^ 
merly die asylum of die scienceB,'afiFii3t^, and of peace. . The 
llanoyerian colleges are an improfvoment on those monastic insti«* 


iMtions. . In lihe former the sexes were separftted; here diey aro 
ttnited'hj the sacred ties of marriage and paternal affection. For 
merly the monks assisted in clearing th4» forests^ in meliorating 
the mannerB of their tieighboiura^ and preventing amot^ them 
pillage and dissensions* Ine present raee of philosophers sovr 
the seeds of the sciences^ and of morafity, and dispose them 
in such a manner that it is henceforth impossible for ignorance 
o impede thehr growth. 

I have compared this part of the north where 1 am at present^ 
with the soulh^ti countries through Which I have formerly tra-* 
vdied. 1 have examined the effects produced on the inhabitants 
of esidi by the difference of soil, of climate, and of political insti- 
tutions. In Hanover I have seldom met with subjects either 
of ridicule, or calculated to produce regret. In this country 
we find iewer absurdities and less fenaticism tlian elsewhere. I 
was filled with envy on beholding in the capital a temple erected 
to the memory of Leibnitz. I was silent on learning that the 
onvversity of Gottingen neither resembled the school of Bamu* 
|ior of the pedant Larcher. 

If Frelichmen sometimes ridi<;uie the appearance and mannera 
of the inhabitants, tl^e on the contrary inspired me with tfae^ 
greatest respect. Here I beh^d rational liberty, a national re>* 
presentation ; justice administered at a small expence, pubfe: in* 
almetion in a state of great perfection ; a certain degree of equa-* 
lity; and(what was to me the most agreeable of all) tolerant priests, 
liotwithstandii^ the spirit of domination natural to all doctrtnai 
religions^ 

CHAP- V. 


JiXCURSION TO HAMBURGH. - ROAn BETWEEN HANOVVK 
AND HAMBtFllOlf. — SUPREME COITBT OF JUSTICE Af 
ZBIL. — FIELD OF THE-^VICTORY OP ARMIN1US.^^DUT€H 
AKD HANOVERIAN BEDS. — COURTS' OF HAMBURGH, 
7TS I^OEITICS AND*OOV|tTE8AMSd — STAGNATION Of IT0 
TRADE 6INCE THE TREXTY OF I.17NBVILLB. 

JP ROM Hanomr I ci'oaaed the Elbe lo Hambargh> which 
uiaiy be reprded as the' Amsterdam of die North* It would be 
iisprudent in me to attempt to giv» an aecurate description of 
tfaxa citj^ «8 1 oriy remaBcd three dt^ within its walls ; I must 
tlierefere contait iMyself willi oiaktng a few obseryations on, the 
rotd we pur9Bed^««l the maaner in wbidi I was occl^ued duriog 

l?Tom Hanover to ZeU^ the road is agree^ly divemified by 


meadows miicU richer than those of France* After travelling 
four miles and a half (nearly nine French leagues) we arrmd at 
21ell, the capital of the duchy of that name. This city, though 
very pleasant and full of g^rdeos^ is in my opinion far inferior to 
Hanover. Its ruinous castle has nothing in its Gothic structure 
deserving of notice. It is at present employed to serve the pur- 
pose of barracks and an hospital for the French soldiery. The 
sovereigns of the duchy, previous to its incorporation with Hano- 
ver, m^e it their place of residence ; but from that period it has 
ibcen abmidoned. The water with which the city is supplied from 
the river AUer, which emptied itself into the Weser, is of a very 
bad qimlity. ITie old ramparts are covered with verdant turf, 
and surrounded by linden trees. These trees are naturalized 
throughout a great part of the North : one of the reasons assigned 
t)y the inhabitants for this practice is> that the bees derive from 
them when in flower their chief nourishment, and the principal 
materials of their useful labours. 

AtZell is heW the supreme court of justice of the electorate, 0ver 
\vhi<lh one of the seven ministers of the regency presides. It 
very nearly resembles the French court of cassation. Formerly 
there existed as separate and independent states, the duchies of> 
LuTieniburg, Lunenburg, BrjBrtien, Calemburgh, many petty 
principalities, and innumerable lordships. Hanover was then 
only a mere bailiwick^ though it has since given its name to aU 
these cfifferent territories. On leaving Zell we passed through 
a dark wood, of at least two leagues in extent ; and from that 
city to Harburgh, in a line of nearly twenty German nnles, we tra- 
velled over sandy plains and extensive heaths. At a great distance, 
geese, ducks, and sheep of a very poor appearance, never foiled 
to indicate the vicinity of some wretched hamlet. What habita- 
tions! Whole families, of the most wretched appearance, and 
^covered with tattered garments, associate together, eat and sleep 
^itb their cattle. Near these real catacombs we observed grow- 
ing a few stalks of rye and barley, and here and there a few tujfts 
of buck-wheat. The straw is short and stunted, and the ears of 
a diminutive size. Population and agriculture must ever be de- 
pendant on each other. 

This is the country which gave birth to those innumerable 
swarms that over-ran the Ea^t, the We<^, and the South.' 
Here dwelt the Saxons who conquered £ngiand, menaced 
Paris, and burnt our holy relics. Here> it is affirmed, ex- 
isted their cities, their chiefs, and their Druids. Wher^ is 
now a trace of tbiem? The columns of Palmyra^ of Baby-' 
Ion, of Thebes, and Rome, are still half-standing ; while the^ 
ancient oaks of the Saxon adventurers liave disappeared, and left 
not a trace of their existence, lliase people of the Elbe nfiA' 
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flie We$er ver« ferocious^ savage^ and enterprising; andtfaefeir 
descendants they have left behind are humane^ brave/ and en-- 
lightened. Their ancestors adored sanguinary deities^ while their 
descendants practise a mild and benevolent system of religion. 
Their forefathers were unacquainted with the arts and sciences ; 
while their children have cultivated them assiduously^ and hold 
them in the highest estimation. How does it happen that Lower 
Saxony^ which was formerly considered the qfficina gentium, 19 
now devoted to sterility and depopulation? May we not con* 

{'ecture w|th a high degree of probability^ that the first emigrants^ 
laving discovered climates more genial^ and lands more fertile^ 
returned in order to remove their families; that upoyi giving 
a recital of the countries which they had explored and conquered, 
jmany of their fellow-citizens imitated their example ; and that io^ 
consequence such a prodigious emigration took place^ that the 
mother-country was abandoned for the sake of more temperate^ 
r^ions i 

The pow£r of the north predominates over the genius of the 
Bouth. When nations cease to possess a military spirit^ they 
readily fall a prey to others which are poorer and more hardjf 
than themselves. Europe had jost its military prowess^ when 
the northern tribes invaded and divided it among them. It wa^ 
degraded by slavery^ ignorance^ and si^rstition. 

1 have besides been assured that there cannot be discoverer) 
father in the archives or in the traditions of Lower Saxony^ eaif 
^race whatever either of Rpland^ Char]emagire^ or of the iuva^ 
jfion of England by the Saxons. Thus it happens that victories 
without historians to record them> are for ever obliterated from 
the memory of man. Thus it is^ that Charlemagne did not suc-^ 
ceed to consolidate in this country the sciences by means of per-r 
fnanent laws ; thus it is that vanquished nations are generally th^e 
historians of their own defeats. IJence we find recorded in the 
English annals the mournful recitals of the invasion by thc^ 
l^axons^ and their establishment in that island. 

Jh the circle of Lower Saxony^ we are able to ascertain the fiel4 
of battle on which Arminius exterminated the legioas of Varus. 
It is situated ^bout four leagues from Hamelin^ between the We-| 
ter and Paderbom. I derived this inforaiation from M.Westrumb; 
who resides in tlie town of Hamelin. He informed me, that 
upon this ancient theatre of the Saxon glory, he had discovered 
works suT^k thirty feet deep in the sands. Do they not deserve^ 
to be better explored? There remain in Lower Saxony an im-: 
inense number of monuments much more ancient than Christian- 
ity; many still existed about a century ago in West Frieseland^ 
but. the Dutch have employed a great part of A^m, to preveiilf 
tfteeacroaelwients of the sea. 


S4 M AN«Otrilh''s TBAVEt^ 

After baling paased Ber^eni Solta^j and Well^ ikhh aM? 
canded a h^h plaiti^ from wnich we enjoyed a very extensive 
prospect. In our piogreas u^e travelled over, batreo heaths^ 
mucii marshy land iotei:dper8ed with solitary woods^ and exte&» 
live rivers of saad which are here denominated highways. Ano- 
ther moiMit^uouv plain which succeede(il, threw us into an ill'^ 
l^umcur, but waa soon dissipated by the surroimding prospect. 

; Towards tlie left we had a glimpse of the town of Harburg; in 
fronts a circular bending of the £ibe ; at ^ greater distance^ the 
^evated coast of Holstein; and* a little towards Uie rights the 
Cadiz of the North. The sun set^ at thisperiod^ nearly about half 
past^nin^. Here the twilight which is not so transient as in 
jFraAce, served to light us on our way to Harburgh^ which we 
reached about eleven o'clock. 

< This seems to be the pioper place to say a few words respect-^ 
ing the bed» in Holland and Hanover. Unless a person is very 

% jnuch fatigued, it is impossible to sleep in them till habituated 
to their use. The inhabita)»ts of the ^outh w'butd neith^ be de- 
prived. of sleep in summer by stretching themselves upon bed» 
of eider-down^ nor in winter by sleeping betwe^i two feather-beds; 
1)ut an enormous bolster^ with a still nlore enornious pillow 
ptiaced above it^ keeps the upper part of the body almost at a 
right angle with the extremities. \\i& seem thus seated on the 

'"bed Uke a judge on the bench. I can scarcely believe it possible 
for man and wife to avoid quarrelling when sleeping together m 
iuch beds. They resemble that which was spread in the gi:«at 
tbamber of the parliameut of Paris. It was denominated t/te 
bed ofjusticT, doubtless because the kings who were first placed 
f>n it> lived during a period when long and furred robes wer^ 
in fashion^ as well as the li^ad-dress and long-beards of the Ori- 
entals; and when^ footstools being almost unknown^ they seated 
themselves on cushions like the inhabitants of eastern nations. 
The ancient language and customs are still retained in the public 
tribunals and in the country. 

Every morning and eveiung apassage-bok proceeds from Har^ 
burgh to Hamburgh. I went on board one of these boats, and 
landed in two lu>urs at the guard-house of Hamburghr 1 lodged 
«t tl)e London tavern, which is situated in a row of neat and 
elegant buildings, l^e street^ are embellished for the most 

'p^t with rich sliops and warehouses, A paved foot-way^vbor- 
ders a long and beautiful street which leads to the port^ the se^ 
Hate^-house^ attd the exchange. This street is ornamented wit|i ^ . 
four rows of linden-trees^ which are kept in excellent oitler* 
tTbree pavilions are erected at equal distances; that in the ceiH 
tr^ is employed as a cafiee^bouae^ aud the other two serve ai 
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^ard-houses. In tins coffee-house politicians meet and discuss 
the afiairs of Europe. 

A magnificent basin^ into which the i\lster pours its waters, 
^vashes the parapet by which it is surrounded. It is covered 
with feluccas; and its level .banks are embelUshed by villas^ small 
eminences, and the most luxuriant verdure. During the short 
period of my stay at Hamburgh, 1 bave often seated m^'selfoa it6 
banks^ observing the mercantile bustle : the large wigs worn by 
the senators^ and extending over their black robes; the cane 
chariots drawn by the beautiful horses of Mecklenburg and 
Ilolstein; and the ^courtezans, whose figure, gait, and maimers, 
are extremely elegant.^ These last never accost any one; bi,it thoir 
mode of dress sufiicientlv indicates to the straaofer that he may , 
safely address them without fear of being repulsed. 

The commercial part of Hamburgh is full of activity and 
hustle, but the interior of the city appeared to me dull and uuin* 
teresting: it would, in fact, be a place of banishment to a 
Frenchman. It is well known that the present government has 
no influence beyond the precincts of the city, and that the 
citizens possess no territorial property; for we caiuiot reckon 
as such the small portion of land which surrounds the town, or 
the little port of Cuxhaven with its peninsular bailiwick.- Dur-. 
ing the last war, when all communication with the continent 'Was 
cut off except by the Elbe^ Hambui^h became the commercial 
dep6t of the English ; but the peace of Luneville, and the oc- 
cupation of Hanover, have greatly altered the political relations 
of the continent. 

^During the deliberations of the senate, the gates of the city . 
are shut. A citizen said to me one day, irritated at the smile 
which escaped me on witnessing this ceremony, ^^ Do you be>* 
]ieve that if Buonaparte was before our walls they would be 
opened to bim ?" The only reply necessary to- this absurd 
question is, to display the strength of the force of Hamburgh. 
It consists of a police legion, amounting to at least seven hun-> 
dred men, and kept under strict discipline. These men are so 
extremely corpulent, as to dispose me to believe that they are 
better adapted to fill places at home, than to serve in the van* < 
guard of an army. I must not oiiyt to mention a squadron of 
(dragoons^ as well as a. corps of £avalry. 
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CHAP. VL 


EXCURSION FROM HAMBURGH TO THE BANMSH TfeRRl- 
TORY.— «ARDEN QP RAINVILLE. — MAGNIFICENT SPEC- 
TACLE WHICH IT EXHIBITS. SINGULAH CAUSE OF THIS 

ESTABLISHMENT. — INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF THE 
FAMILY OF A FRENCH MERCHANT RESIDING AT HAM- 
BURGH.— ^VISIT TO THE SHOPS OF HAMBURGH. — FAIR 
OF HARBURGH. — RETURN TO HANOVER. 

JLN my childish days I ardently.longed to go from Brittany to 
Normandy. I now experienced the same desire to proceed 
from Ham burgh to Denmark ; and this excursion, which is quickly 
performed, and at a small expence, proved extremely agree- 
able to me. 1 took my departure from the gate of Altona, the 
architecture of which presents nothing remarkable except a 
verse from scripture : but its verdant bastions, ornamented with 
trees wliose foliage extends in the form of an amphitheatre; and 
its fosses, in which majestically swim a multitude of beautiful 
swans, fixed my attention. I prefer the lovers of Leda to the 
' bears of Berne, to the ddgs of Saint Malo, or to the ^eese of 
the Capitol. I was informed that the* senate of the city, en- 
couraged by the new organization of Germany^ intended to raze 
its fortifications. I am well aware that, the scarecroSvs placed 
round a field terrify small birds, while they are disregarded by 
the larger; yet I should behold with regret the destruction of 
even the feeble image of the independence of an Hanseatic city. 
Let us recal to remembrance the barbarous period at which this 
famous league was formed, and it will palliate the enormities 
which it occasioned. God cannot intend to punish innocent 
cities for the folly and amlution of their rulers. 

The city of Hamburgh is of a circular form, and nearly six 
miles in circumference. It has six gates ; and four entrances by 
water, two from the Alster and two from the £lbe. Its walls 
are defended by bulwarks and other external works, as well as 
by deep ditches. A line of fortifications extends from the great 
basin of the Alster to the Elbe, a mile above the city; and 
on the opposite side of the basin, below the town, stands the 
citadel nained VEtoilt Leonce, which the Hamburghers consider 
as impregnable. According to them, there are more tlian thirty 
thousand houses in Hamburgh, and nearly a himdred and eighty 
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thousand inhabitants ; but M. Fabry asserts that it contsuns only 
a hundred thousand^ of whom three tliousand five hundred are 
Jews. I am inclined to concur in this latter opinion. 

The public edifices are not worthy of a particular description. 
Their churches^ which are of Gothic architecture^ remain open 
the whole day ; and some of them contain libraries. There are 
six lai^ market-places ; many hospitals^ among which is that of 
the orphans^ possessing a revenue of sixty or seventy thousand 
livres; that for marme invalids^ where are likewise sup* 

i)orted the widows and children of those who have lost theii^ 
ives in the service of the republic ; a fouiith^ for the poor^ 
the blind, the lame^ and the old; and a fifths instituted for 
the treatment of the ^mall-pox^ and mother epidemical ma* 
ladies. 

The prison for malefactors is situated in the building occu]Hed 
by the executioner^ which is not a very comfortable circumstance 
even to the innocent. As soon as sentence of death is pro- 
nounced against a criminal^ he is conducted into an upper apart** 
ment^ accohimodated with a good bed, and refused nothing he. 
could desire in his melancholy situation; while a minister of 
religion is empowered to oifer him every consolation contained 
in the gospel. In the way to the place of execution stands an 
ancient monastery, now occupied by the Lutherans; who are 
olblked, as fqri&erly, to present him with a glass of wine. 

The government is composed of a senate and three coUq^es, 
the members of which are elected from among the citizens. The 
fjprmer body has the exclusive right of exercising the sovereign^; 
yie latter oan only interfere in the disposal of the public re- 
venue. ' The situation of the Hamburgners is extremely singu- 
kr; while they are said to be free, they are in fact subject to l^e 
King of Denmark, who even pretends to have the right of eixer-* 
cising certain privileges within their city. They neither send a, 
ineniW^ nor b^v^ any vote in the Diet of Ratisbon ; they are 
subji^t to the divisions of the Germanic empire, and purchase, 
the protection of the Emperor with the ^pnual sum of eighty 
thousand crowns. 

^ere are two }^undred sugar-houses in Hamburgh ; in its 
cottoRrBXaou^ctori^ abov^ a thousand workmen find employ- 
n^t; au()« pa an average^ twelve hundred vessels enter its port, 
annuaHy* 

From the gate of Hamburgh a fine road, shaded by trees,, 
loilds to a second gate, guarded by a Danish sentinel. Having 
etitered it, t found myself in Holstein; and thus in a moment I 
ha(}. be^n traijKsported from a repubUc to a kingdom. 1 was. 
JMcli ifp^ 91 my, ease wider the sceptre, than uod^p the: 
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Phrygian cap. { dislike a mercantile republic erected on ^ 
foinidation of sand, because 1 have often found them unstable. 

I proceeded to dine at the garden of Rainville. I had hearJ 
so tiiurh of the boasted elegance of the house, of the excellence 
of the attendance, the delicacy of tlie fare, the affluence of the 
, company, the ingenious arrangement of the grounds, the variety 
of the situations, the judicious unobtrucive display of the arts^ 
and particularly the prospett from the upper terrace (a view 
wfrich rs affirmed to be the most delightful in the world), that 
I was fully prepared to regard it with the vanity of a Frenchman 
aiicl the priiJe of a Dajfe. JE retraced all' the objects . of com- 
parison which .1 had beheld in France, in America, in Spain, iu 
Switzerland, and' under the delightful sky of Itafy. I have un- 
questionably seeq, in my various travels, prospects which en- 
rai^ture J my whole soul ; but there is stamped upon this a cha-% 
racter of, majesty and grandeur which far surpasses , every 
thing I had before witnessed. Upon the bank I contemplated 
the extensive heaths of Hanover ; the rich shores of Holstein ; 
^nd the abrupt bendings of the Elbe, wafting to my feet the 
wealth of ihe t Wo worlds, and embracing in its vast windings 
5and-banks, islets covered with luxuriant hai*vests, dbrk woods- 
little thickets, and in the ifistance a multitude of cities wMch can 
only be perceived by means of their lofly spires. Afi ! . if tfne* 
gods w^ould permit Homer and Ossian to revisit this wof ld„ and' 
on the place where 1 now stand to sing the wild and sublime, 
beauties of this enchanting scene, -I am firmly persuaded that^ 
the prize would be awarded to the Celtic bard. ^ 

It is astonishing .to behdld on the confines of 'Holstein* a vast 
and efegant establishihent, where the Frencn language &, spoken,, 
and the French m6de, bf cookery is adopted in a style equal to^^ 
the most tefined at Pari^>. Ft i^ pleasing to conceive iurselves 
thmsported to Frascati on account of the exc^lent ices^ the 
ihusio, the elegance of the company ; and to (fisco.^er-by the 
difference of tht dishes served up at eaqh table>'t'he nation to. 
which 'the gnests' "BMong. While ibe concurrence of these 
and other circunvstances tend, either ,to .produce a pleasing re- 
v'erie, or to give mor^ point and animation to the conversation^^ 
Ihe eye Is at the same thtte .feasted With a view of the niulti- 
mde of ships and barks ascending and descending the rivelr/ and' 
Ihe motley crowd , of visitors traversing the terraces ' eif ilie 
garden of Ramrin^. ' .. \ \'..V ' 

Thii establishtnent cbnfbrs honour on the head that' conceived," 
aiid tl^ hand; Which exectited and embellished it ; on the French- .. 
ifian, *whdi durjng ft6 storms of the revolution, troiiid occujiy^ 
himself with creating Elysian fieldr, and sti^wifng them WittL 
flowers. 
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Aftona IS supposed to contain twenty-two tbousand fire huiH 
dred inhabitants. The Kins of Denmark built this city with 
a view of sharing in the trade carried on by Hamburgh. It is 
a free port, and die seat of the East India Company. A great 
immber of merchants from the north, and even from Hamburgh 
itself^ have taken up their residence here. In point of population 
and weaMi^ Altona is reckoned the second dty in Denmark. 

I cannot pass over in silence the founder of the' garden of 
Rainville. He was qidcrdu-camp to General Duraourier, and 
became the companion of his flight. Possessing only a few 
louis^ bnt endowed with a fertile imagination^ he conceived and 
executed the project of naturaSziiig (if I may be allowed the ex- 
pre^on) the French manner? on the icy banks of the £lbe. 

M. Rainyille having happily chosen the place of bis retreat, he 
found k convement to attract - to it men of all parties, and of 
▼eiy different descriptions.; and he has so far succeeded by in^ 
graJFdng Ae French manners on die German customs, as to have 
realised an independent fortune. 

I yesterday (fined at the country-house of a French merchant, 
who has been lof^ settled at Hambnigh, situated at about a 
league above Altona. Here he gives- a dinner every Sunday to 
his friends and acquaintances. His family is charming ; he 
has five children, die eldest of whom is between eight and' 
nine years of age. If the Parisian fine ladies could behold^ 
Madame Vidal, seated at the head of the festive board, with 
a child on each knee, her neck entwined bv the arms of two 
others perched on the armsr of her chair, and the most alert' 
of whom kisses her forehead, which he holds with his litde 
bands, they would instandy perceive that their diamonds, dieir 
pearls, and the draperies of Casimire, are infinitely inferior ta 
the garlands of maternity. What a delightful picture ! Fathers 
of families, this happy group is not a fairy scene in an opera, 
but a real representation of domestic happiness; which you 
may daily enjoy by making your wives the confklants of youf 
thoughts, the companions of your business and your pleasures, 
and thus becoming the honoured guardians of their virtue and 
their Section. 

I visited with nmch pleasure M. Reinftird, the French mini- 
sterat^ Hamburgh : frtr how was it possible that 1 could forget the 
benefit he conferred on me during my confinement at Viterbe in 
1799 ' He seemed fully s^isible to the expressions of my gra- 
titude; Let the individual who supports^with pain the recol- 
lection of a favQur, endeavour to thank his benefactor, and he 
will be relieved from a weight of shame. 

X viated the different £10^, Widir a view of examining; the 
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English productions. The FreDch plated work begins to «qual 
{hat made'in Britain ; and their velvets^ cottons^ apd kerseymeres^ 
are equally beautiful^ as fine^ and are sold at as jow a rate> as 
those imported from England. There is too little difference 
between the English baizes sold ih Hamburgh^ and those smug- 
gled into France^ to induce any one to ran the risk of baring 
diem seized on the frontiers of the latter. In the city of Troyes. 
this species of m^nufuctMre is brou^t to a very high degree of 
perfection. 

East India comhiodities bring a very high j^rice-at Hamjbwgfa^ 
notwithstanding which the fabrics of Gisimere are here un<^ 
known. In this city a great many articles of furniture are made^f 
costly wood; but where shall we find e(|uaUed those pieces 
wbich are exposed to sale by Jacob every day ait Paris, (xtia- 
mented by the diflRerent arts^ and rendered mvaloable by the de-* 
aligns of Sauvage? 

How could 1 leave Hamburgh without once more visiting. 
Itainville at Altona? I sat down to an excellent dinner with my 
amiable countrymen^ and on proceeding to the terrace to t^e 
coffee, we were saluted from the orchestra by a French air; ' ]i^ 
a i»hort tioie anotlier pai:ty arrived ; and having seated themselves 
at a table adjoining to ours, the musicians m^imediately struck 
up an English tune« Had a Swi^s company next appeared, I 
doubt not tliat we shoidd bare been regaled by the ranz 4^ 
taehes. 

A boat which we bad engaged to carry us across the Elbe^ 
now lav at tlie bottom of the garden. We stepped into it abowt 
four o clock : and in an hour were safely landed on the opposite 
shore ; near an inn filled with, rustics enlivened by wine, music^ 
and the presence of some abepberdei^es. From this place we, 
pursiked our road along the .course of th^ river, upon a dyke 
planted with trees^ and dievated as if witiv the design of shewiiqn 
to greater advantage the beaHtiful coast of Uols^in and the dty: 
of Hamlnirgh. Having reiached Harbarg)i afler a w^lk of luM 
a league, we proceeded to the kermessf, & l^i^d of feir held in- 
the halls of the hotel-^le-ville. Cooxriviality, pleasures, pollcep 
and the wants of a community, excite only a local interest; iio Ofapt 
parbaps feete an' inleribt in piibUc rejoiioiqf nore tbaa myself; 
but I was forced to sleep in a roomi tbi^door of which qp^ned^ 
into a gy^t hall, jresotinding with the- sound of vioUn% ^taij^ 
bourines, the joyous shouta of the sj^ctators^ jmd the nokaof} 
the dancers. This tuoiult Goatintted till four o'clock ia. the 
morning. 

Next day I departed post towards Hanover* I longed Uft re-* 
visit thia tran^i) and 'i;uial city. The distance between; t^e 
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faaoks of tlie Elbe and the shores of die Leiua^ appeared im- 
mense from Ae fatigne I experienced; and I bdiekl with joj 
the spires of the dectoral ca(HtaI. 

My fiist occupation on arriving in this city, was to open the 
lettons which had uiived from France during my absence. Iliose 
who have never quitted dieir native country, or who have not 
left behind them their affections, can form no conception of the 
different feelings experienced by the traveller when he receives 
letters from his friends, or is duappointed in the hopes he had 
entertained of hearii^ from them. W hat agony does lie not 
suffer horn the idea ci being forgotten I What delight when his 
fears prove to be unfounded! My packet was sufficiently copi- 
ous ; and aU my letters announced to me that Paris was such as 
Liiad left it: die same frivoUty, the same absurdity, the same 
endearing kindness, and the smne lerity, still coutiuued to cha- 
ncterize its inhabitants. 


CHAP. VII. 

KLOYSTOCK. — THE ADVANTAGES RESULTING FROM COM- 
KCRCB.-^ MONTBK1LLANT, A PLEASURE-HOUSE BE*. 
. I.ON6IN6 TO THE PRINCE OF WALES. — GERMAN COME- 
DIANS FLUTE ENCHANTEE, AND MYSTERIES OF ISIS. 

--^IS THE GERMAN LANGUAGE MUSICAL? — THEATRE 
AT HANOVERd FRENCH COMEDIANS. — THE TWO COM- 
PANIES UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE DUKfi OF 
BRUNSWICK. — REMARKS ON THAt PRINCE. 

JvLOPSTOCK died at Hamburgh a few months since. All 
the members of the senate and the most distinguished citizens^ 
assisted at his funeral. It cannot fril to produce a beneficial ef- 
fect on the minds of the multitude, to witness such marked re- 
spect paid to the meoftory of individuals wlio have merited dis« 
tmction not by martial achievements, but by sublime produc- 
tions calculated to dry the tears which ambition has caused 
to flow. German poetiy has been greatly enriched by the works 
of the illustrious Klopstock, many of which are translated into 
the different European languages. 

What astouishmient must it not produce to behold the respect 
paid by the citizens of a commercial republic to the memory of 
a poet so justly cetebratedl But it is not unusual to discover 
in Hamburgh senators, magistiiates, bankers, and traders, actuated 
by siipyar sentiments to those of Anacharsis. Even the wealth 
and afluence of a great nuniber of the mercantile men of this 
city, have been acquired by other means than those of trade. 
1A% the Gennans, tliey have vjtwed anen and manners with phi-- 
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'josophic attention ; and what has fallen under their cwn observation 
iu foreign countries^ they have known how to appreciate and com- 
pare with the productions of their own soil, and the manners of 
their own country. Benjoin was a gr^at lover of botany ; the.un* 
fortunate Claviere cherished literature; and some Parisian bankers ' 
are devoted to the sciences, while , otheiis cultivate poetry. It is 
by means of commerce that the' arts of the East have been trans- 
ported to the West. It is under its auspices that the art of 
printing, introduced into the New world, has sheltered it from the 
violent commotions of the Old. By means of commercial inter- 
course, tlie knowledge of the sciences^ new discoveries, and the 
gradual progress of civilization, uniformly tend to unite all nations 
into one great family, and to raise them to tlie same leveL 

None of the cities of the north of Europe are better situated 
than Hamburgh for the purposes of foreign and domestic com- 
merce. By means of the Elbe (which derives its name from * 
the transparency of its waters) it maintains a traflic with all the 
world ; but its internal trade, which is a grand nursery for sea- 
men, extends to Lubeck and the Baltic, notwithstanding the 
keys of the Sound being in possession of the Danes by die canal 
of Trave. By means of the rivers which flow into the Elbe, all 
the rich and various productions of Upper Saxony, Germany, 
Bohemia, and Austria, are poured into Hamburgh. By the 
Flavel and the Spree, ships mak£ their way into the marquisate 
of Brandenburg ; and traversing the canal fed by the Alder and 
the Spree, which enters the country of the great Frederic, they 
penetrate even into Silesia, Moravia, and Poland. 

I must not pass over in silence the villa of Montbrillant, so 
much extolled in the German Guide. On a nearer view, this re- 
sidence did not answer the high character given of it in that work, 
in my opinion, it is scarcely superior to the country-houses in the 
vjdley of Montmorencjw Previously to the entrance of the French 
army it was occupied by the Duke of Cambridge. 

Tlie German company perform in the theatre at Hanover 
many French plays, such as tiie Abbe de fEpee, Jdolphus 
and Clara, 8cc. What a pleasing sensation does it convey to 
the mind of a traveller in ^ foreign land, to witness the per- 
formance of his. national dramatic works ! How much pride did I 
experience in ackQOwled^ng as my countrymen BouiUy and 
Marsollier! 

Le Visionnaire, an opera of five, acts, is much admired on ac- 
count of its music, which is here done great justice to by the 
vocal and instrumental performers. The humour of this piece 
fur exceeds that of all those with which Montansier regaleathe po- 
(lulace every evening at Paris ; a continual clapping of hapds pre- 
\ ailed throughout Uie whole performance. I too laug))edj because. 
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it 19 l$> .»vaid bt^ Aiffecjt^ by the loeling of aorrow prfidiH^Qd Ji^ 
^e nffeptiiig ^^»e<s. TW i^>Miic of this pp^m is p9W)|aq9€4 bf 
Jkd. >luUer. 

1 Ukewi»e iwitofesiied .^ pierforiuBQce <^ the FImU KnchaniSe^ 
The mme of tbe .comp^s^r of the ii)M8ic is ii^ver ii]<3i)|»pQod bi^t 
M'ilb ib^ gre«itc^t sespect ; oeyerthele^ 1 m^ «re«iihif^.k)#ffiflpiji 
that ih^ po^t M. Sobiksio^der^ befofp brmgingout hi^.M^«ter«e« 
of Isis, wauM bsuve ilone weU ;to h»v^ ,8t»dk4 :tbe $HhQs -of th^ 
Abb^ Terra^soo. Buth^ may cposo^ b^nfielf! for. the FrqQcbj 
9Mbo iu tbiAQpera Have .tPP c^ofiely followed jriie G«ri|ian3>'^^ 
ftlso «iegW>ted to take adirai)tag(: ^;^athistaricaj no^i^aiic^; yihifib 
/treat^of ^bf Eg^:pt4a|i «}yiiti^i^^^ and which wppMbav^giyeii mw^ 
mfij^y md intetve^t io thjs scene. Not tp b? iui^i^tf^ Ui thir 
aiyst^rij^ af ithe ^/z« ^ea is a Ui^iug mi$(f>f^^, PspPQllllly ^ 
we avoid speaking of it in public. 

Tbe Oern)aii!is assert that the French comf^^f^ h^ AUen far 
tlht>Et ^' theirs. Tiie Q|H«k«cal ipart « ttbopgh Qj^acHfcf d by virU^o$i 
noMfcb inferior to iboae pf tb^I'iQp^ial Acadeyiy of JVfusicji ae^iss 
Co have giveiaito itacertaio charaeter tba^ jpy^eiir.ponld never 
distiuguisb at Paris* if I am not »M6tak«»^ th^ f^Bbot fmy b^ 
attributed toitbe-circumstanpelibat the rpcitati>v? of tha Q(Himm 
apevn, far ftooi iqjiiripg the effect pf the music^ <tends, ofi the epQ* 
trary^ to render it moice stf ikipg. I ai9 incUped io bc^liieye tbsit |jb# 
frepch piece* from -Ae auperb decx^ratipns^ and thppoiiip wb^ 
attend^ its eKbibitipn^ as well as the dauc^s iptrpd^ge^ ifUo k, 
would become one of our most briliiaot operas if tb^ ^vecitaniv^a 
irere somewhat shortened. But what! dArtaiil tberfP^tnliv^J 
what a barharoiis idea ! it would b^ far |)ref(erabk to iifive i9Q 
c|>era8 at all. If we suffer the iaterf^rence of 0«d^ 49mg, iiHio^ 
i^ors^ would they uot sopp. force .us to doclaifn.in ih.e pppra? 
jLet 119 remain itrjn! Without the cpffl^ apd the recitativ^^ W9 
«bopld quickly Regenerate iutp harbari^in. 

The ^German theatre is a^ preaeut npt wf^l mtt^ded^ but I ^a^ 
informed ihait iu ordinary ^in»es it is always full. The FroMl 
garrison dot^s noi much iucrease the number cf t^e . aiiidilior^^ 
This company performs alteiyiatoly io the city pf Hanpve^* aB^ 
iBouiiawick. Howtever harmonious the G4^rmaa coivipoi^itious 
may be esteemed^ I confess 1 prefer a French romamce. l^kr- 
like the.creig, the Aarr,the harscfi, of the T^eutonic pieces. J$ 
is iflipossiibie to pei^uade me, that ip a melapcboly^ sentuinental^ 
or toiuptuous air^ the nasal^ aspirating^ and guttural aounda em*- 
ployed in the|HK>oundation of each word ane npt deteatafale ; yQt 
this is .nothing iu oomperiaoai to the English singi^og* it is thp 
aound of die fortister « whii^e^ . thp baapipc^ »Qd thp oiarii^ 
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trumpet^ under every possible combination : it is not unudual to 
meet with authors of acknowledged merits whose works are read 
with pleasure^ while their conversation is insupportable. Not* 
withstanding the boasted richness of the German language^ se- 
veral distinguished individuals^ both among themselves and in 
France^ such as Klopstock^ Wieland^ Kotzebue^ 8cc. have be- 
gun, in several of their words to adopt a more refined pronun- 
ciation^ and assimilate their phrases to thoi^e of the French* 
Polished society already leaves to the vulgar their barbarous gut- 
tural sounds^ and to grammarians the rugged purity of primitive 
words. The German Ariovistus^ said Cesar^ could only acquire 
the lai^uage of the Gauls after a stay of several years in that 
country : this would be at present the case with a Frenchman 
who wished to jicquire a knowledge pf German. Germans, we 
no loiter speak the Scytho-Celtic ; do you^ then^ renoiince tlie 
Teutonic idiom. 

The theatre is situated at the extremity of the third court of 
the electoral palace. The entrance to it is through a low dark 
corridor. A door communicates with the theatre from the pri- 
vate apartment of the emperor, with which it is on a level. Its 
circular form being extremely favourable to the diffusion of 
sound, the performers are perfectly heard in every corner of the 
house. The front scene is too scanty ; the orchestra contains 
more than thirty musicians ; the stage and the pit are in the pro- 
portion of one to three ; there are four circles of boxes, the 
lowest of which, before the entrance of the French army, were 
exclusively appropriated to the nobility. I cannot suppose that 
any dread of their new visitors prevents them occupying these as 
formerly, . since history ' informs us that the strictest friendship 
always prevailed between the Gauls and Germans. There was 
formerly, as in Spain, the casuela^ that is, a place set apart for' 
courtesans, whence their gallants could join them unobserved ; 
but they have now descended to the second range of boxes, ac* 
cording to the rank they believe they hold in the class to which 
they belong- Did they know that in the French theatres such 
females find their way to the first seats without the smallest op* 
position, they would not be tardy in imitating the example. 

When this theatre was built, the walls were hung with red 
inor*)cco leather, which appeared when new extremely rich; 
t)ut time has imparted to it a coppery hue, that gives a sepul- 
•chral character to this temple of the muses. The curtain and 
the side scenes are painted by M. Ilamberg; the former in par** 
ticular has a very striking effect, which is not in the least dimi'r 
nished by the interior decorations of the house. It represents 
/potlo seated in the chariot of the sun, surrounded by the ninQ 
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muses; they rem in his fiery coursers on the banks of the Leina. 
To thenght> a colonnade, and a temple in perspective^ ornamented 
with trees^ are emblematical of the city of. Hanover, To the 
left is plbced on a pededtal the bust of George III. and under- 
neath the following inscription: Emollit mores, nee sinit esseferos. 
From the upper part of the arch^ above the curtain^ are 
displayed the arms of the king, having for supporters the 
crosier and the sword. I was not displeased to behold the 
pastoral staff in the temple of the muses^ I who reverence 
peace and the fine arts. This crosier and the sword are equiva- 
Jent to the inscription of the first Cesars, Imperator pontifex 
maximus* This union of two powers in the person of the elec* 
tor is less wonderful, than it is to behold in France, bishops, 
and even abbots, officiating with the helmet and the sword before 
the altar; and the French kings themselves acting as canons in 
some chapters : these singularities were extremely laughable, as 
they were not injurious to any one. Henry IV. was not solicit- 
ous to attain such distinctions, even . after he became a good 
Catholic; but he in vain desired, during his whole life, to be e 
citizen of Vitr^, counsellor of the parliament of Rennes, and 
lord of the Prevalias ; loving above all things indolence, power> 
and good butter. 

The German comedians are about to depart from this city, in 
order to make room for the French company of Bursay. Both 
are under the patronage of the reigning Duke of Brunswick^ and 
ar^ Uberally supported at his expence. Their dresses are like- 
wise supplied by this prince; and I was much surprised at the 
good taste and magnificence displayed in the choice of their * 
ornaments : his own subjects are not less happy in this respect. 

All those who have business with the Duke of Brunswick^ 
speak of him with respect and admiration. Every Frenchman 
who arrives in his capital^ if possessed of education and talents, is 
received by him with afiabihty and attention. The inhabitants 
of the adjoining states send up their prayers to Heaven, that he 
may long continue to be their neighbour. I render' this tribute 
of respect to his virtues, of which his subjects and the poor aref 
continually receiving new proofs. I praise a prince, but I am no 
parasite. It would be extremely unjust not to anticipate the 
judgment of posterity in rendering an account to the public of 
the impressions received in Hanover, which I deem worthy of 
being related. I should regard it as Very culpable infidelity, if I 
concealed through malignity the pleasure with which I have' 
heard'him blessed as a protector of virtue, of talents, and of hu-^ 
manity; merely because he is a prince. Ought I, more especiaUyj 
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to bd Silent ii> tesipect tohinn* vrho has receiredniy fcHow-CtJOfrtiy- 
:mei> with distinction not m proportion tb their rank> btit on^ae* 
couBt of tbeiff virtned? 

. The €|Dm]^aiiy of Bursty i» vc^ nnilieFotts ; aiidr tUriUj^ none of 
the individbak composing' it pos^ss eittraovdinary' taUsnts, it it M 
» body extremely respectable. It proved rather disad^rdfitai^ouB 

. to* our thealipes at Paris^ when at^ Gea'n^ns of ttste tisilied dUMf. 
The mAuAger, Madvine Anrora Biirftay^ cubmtes lettaliy Mdl' «^ 
veral of her dratliatie compototioos have be^ reetividd ^Aik eon^ 
sidttabh ftppiaasei 1 wa» greatly sMrpriMiii<jBt^^espl^dotir of 
th^ daHces> and the e^Kcutit^ic of thr mii«i<s^* iii the Qidipe i Go^ 
Joitne; bcit I should never have foitnd cewaj^ to conmimticale 
B^ dgF^eable .astonishmeBt^ had It not been partknpaied by two 
celthfMtii Fredcfr yirtuo^i, 

, MesfiKs. Rhodey Grarnier^ and Lamame^ dispfey here tMr 
^fevi&^ tfttentoon the viobn^ hiaiitbc^^. and the bas6r« Wkfa mich 
perf€M^ni«n6y Fi^ench comedians far abote niediMr%^ hterMs 
fraiik^ modesty a^id virtuotn^ a large library, a yinftiltll CaM^^^and 
delightful Watieir> we ate tsmptedto bf^lieve oursarives at a gfeatet 

V ilistance front the frigid zond, tfaair the ||eci|praphef^ iand toltip^ 
tuariea of Paris seem inelmed to imaging* 

GHAP. VHL 

PUBUe IN»TAe6T10N.-^^J*PBR£TIT SrilOOLS AI^TD O^fft^Hj 
£STABl«I&HMBHtS A^l HAROVtA ANB LUNfiNBtJft€. — ' 
ABDHR»9 TO TH« ^O^^ICERS OF THE^ »|IeK4?H ABMY, 
]tfY M. VlLlkBE^^ CAFTAtN OF AlTTILIiERY, ANI> AlfTi^O^^ 
0F ANvBSimY ON TUB »BFaltM>eTiaN OP UOtHB«'.— '^ 
^.ITKltATt C>F dt;RMAS9Y^. ATND SOM'E dF TIPE IgAllIffiD 
MAN OF FBAIJCK, ' 

,.jl HIS chapter may be considered by some as equally ma^icl 
^jad uninteresting with the heatfab of Hanover^ since it prkic^ially 
treats of the mode of public imtruction adapted in tho diectotnte r 
^ut it would be utterly impossible, \vithout enleriilg into » con«^ 
i^deration of this: subject, rightly to appreciate the high degrre 
Qf civilization which at present prevails among, the Westerar 
iB^xoas; the descendants of those ignorant and barbaitotts trees' 
H^ho continued for a long succession of years to phioder. and lay 
^aste tbe fields ofGaul> and the shores c^ Albioa. If, ontfaw 
^thei* hand, through a coihplaisanoe to superficial : raiders, I 
, vere to pas» over in silence the means employed in Manovdr to 
• j^roniote the instruction atid ciyihzation of its inhabitants^i I shiould 
Ii6t only neglect a motit important part of my duty,' but also ex- 
pose onyself tothejustceiasur^d of those ^ho estimate the merit 




^t isaveir mcvely by the importance of the obsenratknn whicK 
^faey ooMatiK ht %ht fourtii cbapt<!r I briefly noticed the di^ 
iferciiit modes of instrtictr^n employed in Hanover; 1 shall here 
Yeinrine its^consideratiaii: fctr if we conteiiiplate the edncatioii of 
yo«ith. Kke a f^ursery^ in nvfaich etihghtened glnrdeners train up 
d ifcre w t tress and fhrabs^ as iKieU as variouv osefiil atid omazilieRtiil 
vegetadTlesy wddf the vieTV. of afterwards pknling a large tract 
of eofiiitry accfirding to the diflBet^Rt qualities of the soii> aod 
the wfnMs and tastes of iilg iDhaibita&tH> itmmM be cmle»t that; 
fMibhc'bmtrucdDiieonsiitute^ a subject of tfaelfirst^ importance* 
. * ihi tbe primary s9cbools the master instructs, hn pupils in the 
ekmentg of kno^lec^ and natarai bifftory, adapting his lessons 
to Uieir sewrat cafiacities. It rnnst be* acknowledged^ tbstt in 
geneni i||«n of grjeoter iateUigenee are to be found in towns anfl 
cities than in country villagisg;. but the srchoolmaster of the 
9niatte9it t^Hiage' in 1^ iMo»t remote canton of Hanover, is 
•affieieiidy iivfonnied t0 knofi^ hovu to comfliunieattf to- lite yooCbs 
ccffstBStted to his cure the kind of instructioni best adapted fov 
theni;^ andto'difect them in: the manner most) cohfoi^mabk to 
their diftbreAiP dispost^ns ^id characters, ^he GemiMis oall 
this fandaMientat instruction, geimeiknutzige hentnkse. 
. It was of thi? highest itliportan)^ to frface edocatioR upon 9 
certain flitd solid ba^is^ bat the gnetttest difficuhy Iiiy in gro^ 
curing well-qusilified insttti^torg; as on them musft necessa'^ 
vily d^pendy itv a great measure, both the morals of the massoi 
a people and the stubiUty of governments. However it may bcf 
^lestioned in Fi^afAce, it w«is previous to the sppearaace of the 
excellent i»ootit on publie education by M. de la Chalotais> pro^ 
corer'igeoeral to the pioliain^t of Brittany, and befoi^ thtf 
Adoption of different systettts of n^omil instruction afte^ tb« 
tiippressioft of the order of the- J^suitg, diat Hanover aeted» 
on tbe prinoi{de ihnt without abk wstrnctors, there cetn be 
iko imtftfctiwn, Fitmi )7dO^ a^ pegulair system of education^ 

bgan to be adopted in ^Hanover, which was principally owing; 
tt> the indefklig%ble mA enligbtendd imi of M. B6tti<2ber. 
Thit virtuous eilKseti endowed in the €sXg of Hano^r tbe senK* 
miry for schoolmaster^^ an estaUt^tnent which desevvedly merits 
and aUtracts theattention of aH foreigners who tafco <» interest in 
the subject of education. , 

The Electoral Regency very soon became setisibla of th^ 
utiiiiy of ducih dn^ iflstttutioif ^ atid eiosTted evQff ^Bort to contri^ 
bute to it» cons^lidatiou and impnovefffent. Twenty years h«v» 
now elapsed since this establidbment began to add practical iiw« 
struction V& moral and lit^rsH^ hoowl^d^; the cbildrea oil both. 
80xe^ are taught to sew> spin^ knit^ dec. 

•' This i4lsih 8^ extreoiely sii)»pla i&appearanccy. atidbanafifiial k^ 
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its consequences^ which first became populiir in consequence of a 
sermpn preached by M. Sextro one oif the first pulpit oratom 
in Hanover^ was soon adopted in the capital, 'The university of 
Gottingen eagerly embraced the same system, and similar schools 
were, established throughout Germany. The Germans, it is 
lidl known, adhere with pertinacity to any custom or usage once 
introduced into their country; hence it is easy to foresee the be- 
neficial consequences which must necessarily result from schools 
so modelled. When^ on the one hand, from the remote parts 
of Russia to the shores of Denmark, we behold the condition of 
slaves meliorated by enUghtened governments ; and, on the other^ 
ihe state of free peasants ennobled by the introduction of the 
useful arts taught in these seminaries ; we must ascribe these 
grand effects to the patriotic exertions of the private citizen who 
first introduced them into Germany. 

With a view to contribute toward supportiag the seminary for 
schoolmasters at Hanover, Abb6 Loccum, at present curator of 
that establishment, and president of the states of Calembeig, 
undertook the care of a journal on the state of public in* 
Struction and religion in the electorate^ and applied the profits 
of it to the institution. But as neither the donations of the 
public, the aid of government,, nor the profits of the journal, 
were found sufficient for the support of the thirty-two tehool-* 
masters belonging to the institution, it was found impossible to 
retain iHore than twelve^ which proved au incalculable loss to the 
public 

in the middle or secondaiQr schools, the system of instiijiction 
is extended and enlarged. In them are taught geography, his* 
tory, the art of designing, the French and English languages^ 
together with the elements of geometry and technology. Several 
of their most celebrated prof^isor^ acknowledge, tliat they have 
not yet brought things to that degree of perfection of which they 
are susceptible; and this opinion does not appear to be dictated, 
by any party spirit. 

There is . not perhaps in Hanover any other school^ except 
the one appropriated to the education of the young nobility, that 
can be recommended as a model. It is soperintended by the; 
justly celebrated and respectable Abbe Loccum. The pupils 
consist of youth of both sexes, from tlie period of eight to, 
fifteen years of age. 

In the academies, or schools of the third order, the students^ 
besides their other pursuits, are instructed in antiquities, the 
Xatin, Greek, and other languages. 

Academies are maintained at Zell, Clausthal, Einbeck, Ha- 
meln, Hanover, Harburg, illzen, Hefel^, Gottingen, Bremen, • 
Lunenburg^ Min^n^ Nordhcim, Oiferode^ Stade^ and Verd^n« 
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Hie estabfishment of sixteen colleges of the third class in a 
country so poor and of such small extent^ nia> appear surprising; 
, but is it not when a country continues poor^ that instruction is 
most required? 

Besides these academies^ over which preside very able and 
^ell-infonned men^ there are also establishments^ both at Hati- 
over and Lunenburg^ solely appropriated to the children of the 
nobles. These exclusive establishments are regulated, as to in- 
struction, b^ learned and intelligent citisens. The French pty* 
taneum is conducted on more philosophical principles; but Han* 
over^ such as it is^ ought certainly to establish noble military 
schools^ in like manner as those in France at the present day, into 
which none are admitted except the sons of men conspicuous by 
their valour^ virtue, or talents*. The Georgianum, a school of 
jthis kind, which was established six or seven years ago, deserves 
to be separately considered. 

These different modes of instruction cannot fail to produce a 
mighty influence upon agriculture*)-, the mechanical arts, com- 
merce, manners, public opinion, and even on the government 
itself. In the orphan hospital at Calemberg they have adopted 
the custom now introduced into some German principalities, of 
boarding the children in the houses of poor but respectable 
families. Twenty years have at least elapsed since trials of this 
kind were made in Brittany, by the intendant Caze de la Bove: 
one, two, or more children, were sent to the house^of a farmer, 
\vith an yearly allowance, which was gradually diminished bs 
they grew up and acquired strength. The principal reason of 
this practice was, to lighten the surplus population of the cities, 
and augment that of the country. The parliamentary disputes 
greatly operated to the injury of this excellent institution; but 
the present state of things favours its revival. 

There has been distributed among the French army a small 
pamphlet by M. de Villers, a short extract from which cannot 
be considered as foreign to the present subject. 

'' The commotions which agitate the present age, have led you 
into a country which has hitherto been spared. Till either vic- 
tcries or treaties recal you back to your native land, you will be 
free from the bustle inseparable from active sei^ice, 

* There are funds destined by the government, the states, and cities, for 
the classical instruction of children left destitute. The comitnr derives 
conbideriible advantage from such a provision; as, by means of it, there 
are always a sufficient number of well-educated individuals properly quali- 
fied to fill the diftercnt offices of the state. 

t Both the commerce and agriculture of the electorate have been greatly 
promoted by the works published and circulated by the Society of Rural 
fxonomy, at Zell, and by the premiui«8 whidi it distributeik 
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'^ Hie icoiwiry ixi M^bich ^ou are i^ present stiMioiie^i i« deserr* 
ing of idyi ]^aur alteniion: it h^ uot lutbentp b^o porticulaiiy 
disdiaguisslied for it^ iia|prqiar6ipeot^ in f}a^ ..acts ^ but it hsus given 
birth to a number of philosophers^ vfho, during the six^t^eiitlf 
and seventeenth centuriea^ inade . cousiddrat^e researches into 
lustoryand ancient bieratufie. Hem, in th« qipjitalof xhU couQr 
try^ die cekbruted Laibnite breathed bis iast^ who w^9 mtiin^tely 
acqwinted with the mtn and bciences^ and invented the infinitej 
simal calculus'^. He ilwas who proposeijl tQ I^wis th^ F^ourT 
leeadi to take pot$^saion of £gy|)t fii(d colonic itt the papier^ 
relative to this subject are pre^e^v^d in th.e elepKural Jibrary, 

* The CQatrAv^emy ths^ w^f .eani^d Qn with so much k£;ienness hotwceii 
Kewton aiid Leijbnitz, iiespf atijog the right of priority to the discovery of 
the differential calculus, is well known to every one conversant with the 
history of mathematics. In t^ iirst editions of tiie 'Principia> Newton 
himself thus speaks of the German geometiiciaii : ^' About ten ye{ur» n^a 
having Axdianged soine letters with M. ij^ibniu, and h^vi^ig i]»i:brmefl him 
that J wa» in po»«66&ioa of h method of detcnniuing the '»mjpima and 
minimOj »nd of ^rawing tangents which were uuenAarrassed by "irrational 
quantities; and having concealed my method by transposing rfie letters, he 
returned me for answer^ that be had faHen upon a similar fuethod^ .which 
Ke cooununicaited Co me, and vfhidi dilSsred iVpBi mine in optbing but th^ 
eimQcifktiim »nd notfytioi^ . f^id t|be idea o^ (he |;eneration of quantities/' 
Jjeibnitz mi^hl; tlms haive re^)^ined in undisturbed possession of part of the 
honour accruing fr^m this s.ublime discovery, had he been inclined to do 
justice to Newton; bjit as lie openly Jtnd exclusively olaiitied the invention. 
Dr. K^ll was led to pijd)li«h e paper in the Philosophical Trf(n$«ctipn;» foiT 
1708, ill whidi he mmet^ins ithat Vewtc^ was the iirst iaventorof th^ 
method of fluxions^ and that Leibnitz, when he published it in the Act^ 
Braditorum of Leipsick, had only changed the name and the notation. > 

Indigqant at this cliarge, 31.eibnitz.demanded, in a letter- to the secretai^ 
of the Koyal Society of London, that Keill ^ouid retract what be had adr. 
Tanced, which pnoduced a second letter &om that getitlemao, wherein be 
stated a variety of proofs, DO|;only that Newton hud preceded Leibnitz^ but 
9I90 that he had fprjiisihed the Gernvm geometrician with so many spe- 
cimens of his calculus, that it could not escape .a man even of common un- 
derstanding. The Royal Society, after hearing the report of acomiaittee 
which they appointed to inveitigate the original pfipers, revived, that 
Keill had -not injured Leibniitz by assorting tltaX Newtou was the first .in- 
ventor of t^efiieithod of fluxjo^is. 

A cojQtii^po friejjd of Newton and Leibnitz attempted, but in vain, to 
mediate between these two mathematicians: as the latter persit^ted in de* 
pying the right of priority tofe*»e En^^ish pliilosopfaeir; whiie he, io hi? turn, 
refused to Leibnitz that merit he had formerly conceded to him. 

While English 9ii0metrici9#» i»rc still disponed iocontand for Newton's 
right of priori^, in all ite jj^eeipude, to the discovery in question, it is now 
l^nerally agreed 00 the 4X)ntiiieet, that he and .Leibnitz attained the same 
ebjcct by pvvsuiiig diffierent meKhods : Newtoi^ by regarding fluxions as^tho 
simple proportions of nascent aud evaoegcent quantities; and Leibnitz, by 
considering that, in fi seriefi Qf quantities increasing or decreasing, the 
^LiffiEfrence between €be two ponsecutive terms may become inEuitely smaUj^ 
that is; less than iwy £mte asgiga^te .in^i;iiJ^u4e,-w-T«. 
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^iord)i aAef bhr time was founded at Gottiog^n that universk]^ 
yiMdk has Htuce ri viAeot ftkoaa o£ Frtmas anA tEngiand^ aitd which^ 
fltaa eaiiy period^ ranked among its prof^sBors a Halleri and 
saoDjr othm whose oMMa^ imist ever be mibiitioiied with reaped i 
Tobias- JViajcri inveatoroif the lunar tables; Busching^ one of 
the lath^fe of modera geograpliy; Acbanwal^ of statistics $ 
aed Micbaelie, one of tiie greatest of Oriei^l scfaolars^'^i 

Hanover abounds-in schools and literal^ societfes. The nordt 
of €leniiaoj availed itaelf of its ncatrsdit; duriHg the last wao to 
eukifate the scseacea* 

Young warriors^ in the midi^ of 90 mtich knowledge^ w31 you 
celk iue >dt¥Oted to indolencie? Can a lively nation shew itself 
inteottble to erery thing wliich ennoble;^ aud exalts the humaft 
Ghamcier ? 

- itoHanoYer you will' fio^ the respectdble Fecbr> a man of 
great literary acqidrements*^ and animated by the warmest zeal 
for the interest of mankind. At Zell^ the- celebrated author of 
yeiius43Vania^ M. Ramdohr; at * Lunenburg, M. Soltaq, die 
learned traaislator of Hudibras' and Don Quixote, [n every 
city and even village, you may fkid inteHigcnt nofasters and iii* 
strhctors; and it will be easy for you to perceive both in the 
kind and extent of knowledge^ the vast difference between a 
Protestant clergym«in and a Catholic |>riest. 
. Whether you incline to cultivate science in genei^, or any one 
in particular, you will find Gottingen a convenient residence. 
If you wish to direct your attentioti to astronomy, repair to 
LiUeHthsd, and titivate the acquaintance of the great astronomer 
M. Schroeter, who resides there* Jf agriculture be the object 
laf your porsuit, most of the great proprietors, and every pastor 
of a parish can furnish you useful information. There is^esta^* 
blisbed at Zell a society, whose views are d'u^cted to it alone*^ 
if mineralogy or metallui^ be your favourite sciences, the 
monntain&of Hartz abound in* minerals. 

Proceed, therefore, to explore that Switzerland of Lower 
Saixony ; visit Clausthal, Andreasbei^, and Kamelsberg, and yoit 
cannot return without acquiring new information, without ad«- 
miring that romantic canton, its natural treasures, and the frank«- 
'iiess; and benevolence of its inhabitants^ who are mostly minecs. 

Young and brave Frenchmen, condoct yourselves with so- 
briety and modesty in the mid^ bf a grave and simple people. 
Attempt not to introduce among them your foreign manners. 
Cull> the pahti of science; it harmonizes much better vriith a 

< ^ Had M. de Villers been acquainted vvith M. Langl^a, keeper of the 

National Hbrar^^ he would act bavai^rmedi thai Miubaeiiik is. ib« mo3it 
profound of Oriental scholars. ^• 
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branch of laurel thah with a sprig of myrtle bedewed with tears'; 
act so^ that unalloyed esteem shall accompany you at your der 
parture. ' Imitate not the conduct of the great majority of the 
em^rants> who after having long vegetated in the very focua of 
Saxon leaniing^ return to their country as ignorant as when 
they left it; censuring all the. customs which are not familiar 
to th^m^ and obstinately adhering to the modes and usages of 
their own country ; and who^ merely because they have lived less 
voluptuously than in Paris^ and slept not so softly, conclude 
that Germany has not yet emerged from a state of barbarism. 
Polished and easy' manners, the adoption of certain exterior 
form, physical luxuries, constitute in the opinion of many 
Frenchmen^ the only claim to their esteem, and by which they 
form their judgment of the degree of intelligence in a nation : 
a singular standard, according to which Sybaris must be consi- 
dered as the first of cities, and Philadelphia as the last. 

It is impossible not to admire the respectful tone in which 
M. Villers speaks of the learned men of Germany: in fact, they 
never display the stiff and bombastic manners of some of the 
French literati, who probably assume such airs without being 
conscious of them, or because they flatter themselves such be-r 
haviour will procure them greater consideration. Granting^ 
however, that the French ^philosophers are superior to those, of 
Hanover^ still great credit is due to the latter for their modesty 
and candour. I detest as much the unthinking coxcomb, who 
indiscriminately applauds every thing, as the stiff and frigid 
Bonze, who approves nothing, llie first is a sycophant, who 
flatters for a meal ; or a seducer, who endeavours to secure a 
victim; or an intriguer^ who pries into the secrets of another; 
or an ambitious man, attempting to exalt himself. While the 
second aspires to a throne without subjects, despising every 
thing that resembles not his own image. There are besides two 
other classes of literary pedants; those who incessantly dun you 
with their learning, and those who undervalue you so much as 
never to mention it in your presence. But let us finish the 
picture ; what think you of those consequential men, on whos« 
countenance ist hicessantly displayed a satirical smile ; or of those 
trifiers, who continually tease you about the different signification 
•of words ; or those hypocrites, who pretend to mark every wit- 
ticism in a public discourse.^ To conclude, what think yiou of 
tliose poetasters, who believe themselves worthy of beiiig aj^ 
pointed Poet Laureat, because they have strung, together a fdw 
stanzas in honour of the president of an academy? How infi- 
nitely superior to such men, are the plain and unsophisticated 
literati in the remotest comer of Germany ! 
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CHAP. IX. 


MILITARY SCHOOL OF HANOVER^ THE OEOEOIANUU. — 

ITS ORGANIZATION. 

JlT may ool be deemed superfluous, to describe the organiza- 
tion of the Georgianum, in order that we. may be enabled to 
institute a comparison between it and the French Prytaneum. 
. - The. botanist thinks himself recompensed, when he deposits 
ki th0 national garden the seeds he has collected during his 
travels^ I shall consider myself alike fortunate, if those who 
conduct; public instruction in France, can find in the information 
J' huve collected on this topic in Hanover, one liint which dc*> 
serves to be transplanted into their country. 
, The Georgianum, substituted in place of the institution of 
pages, was established in May, 1796, for the education of the 
sons of the Hanoverian nobles. The sum which was formerly 
expended in the maintenance of twenty ,p&gcs, has been found 
fuUy adequate for the liberal education of forty pupils. Instead 
of the former strictly military education, by which the youths 
were rendered alike a terror to the cottage and the palace, a 
mode of instruction has been adopted, so as to initiate them in a 
knowledge of the sciences, as well as the useful and fine arts ;-» 
a species of instruction which their, progenitors held in the 
greatest contempt. What difference is tliere between the pages 
who formerly learned nothing in the castles of our forefathers, 
. but to mani^e a horse with dexterity, to attend their lord on 
ikys of ceremony, to tyrannize over the poor slaves, and td 
defraud petty merchants ; and the eunuchs of the Grand Seignior, 
.who . Are} taught to pare their nails, to shave with dexterity, and 
perform other little acts equally, purile and insignificant? The 
nobles at last became sensible, that the possession of valour 
alone would be insufficient to enable them to contend with the 
superior iut^ligence of the enlightened inhabitants of towns and 
cities; and were thus induced to renounce their long«cherished 
^pterogati^^ of ignorance. • 

Besides the sum of 95 thalers,* which every pupil pays on his 

admission, fifteen of those whose parents are in easy circum* 

stances, pay the additional sum of \%0 thalers. They are all 

lodged, fed, clothed, and instructed at the expence of the estab- 

, iisbipent. They are dressed in a blue uniform, faced ^itfa 

* About 380 Francs. 
F 2 
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scarlet^ and baviQg buttons of white metal ; they are received into 
this establishment at the age of ten, and may leave it as soon 
as they are qualified either to enter into the service, or to pursue 
their studies at the university tjf <3ottingen, with a view to em-i- 
brace any other profession* 

On entering into any regiment, they are supplied, from the 
fends of ^ bouse, ^ilh 960 tbalers, for their eqntpmcfnt; find 
as the majority of them are received at ten years of age, each 
youth consequently receives on his retiring, at the expiration 
of five yeacs^ a mm nearly triple that paid at his entrioee, besides 
Imviiigjdie. benefit of a gratuitous edncation^and the certaisty mf 
^n hooorable employment* 

The most distinguifllied of the p^ilg who sire sent to Oct-* 
liug^en, to perfect thonselves in mose science connected wiAi 
(the [profession they intend to pursue, «tijoy 'a salary ^f S30 
itbaLers, during the thnee years tbey inside fhere; but cm no oc^ 
casion is tkis yearly allowance either increased or dimimshedft 
Should even the son of the Elector leave the fjreorgisAtim, with 
tL view to study at (Grotjtiiigen, his salary would he no greater 
than, that of the loiiaest iioUe. 

Neither. the pupils, nor: their relations, ^re permitted to ehoose 
.their profession; a regftbtion which will be deemed ^y many 
jjtoo much. allied to Spiictan discijriiiie. None of the pupils. are 
sent ^ lliE University,, but such «s,are likely to ^stingutsh diem-r 
je^lves in a civil capaciiUf , ai|d this is left entirety to the judgment 
•of tiie jdireqtor of thiB Institulion, When this is nnfavoumble^ 
4h^ir relations have than the liberty either to suffer theAi to 
ipuraue a niilitary care^, or withdraw them wholly Irom the 
^.tablidhment* Herice it is easy to perceive, tb^ according to 
,^is system, die influence of the civil must prevaffl over Ihe mili-r 
^ry character. But whatever fears m^j ui genei^l he enler* 
taned raspectipg the offiqe of a director, 4o M^hom is deiegaled 
.the power of determining the destiny of im puplU, it Cannot tie 
.idewed with any jealousy at present, since it is filled 'by M, 
jjPador, ^ jni^ pf the strictest pripcipies and the most rijgi|[ 
integrity. 

The Georgianum is divided into four classes^ ) ^ 

The two first, in which ihe^ pupils remain from <he age of ten 
(o fourteen, are .called primary or lundamental. 

|n the other two is finished the education of the yoofhi;^ 

, lyh^her they are intended for a ctviTor mifttary life. 

, In tlie primary classes, the pupils, besides being instructed in 

i^e principles oi morality and the Protestant religioo, lirithmeticj 

peeigraphy, politics, natui*al history, and the Latin and French 

languages^ ^e also taiij^ wriling, and to cultivate their me^ef 


Intbe military dassj tlie attention of tlie pttpttsis flifeded 
to tbe acquisition of the £iigUsh language^ in pr^erence to that 
of the Latin. Tfa^y sixe beBidea,. instructed in that branch of the 
mathematics. couBOcted with the art of war, moral and nstoral 
philo80|)hy^ the ^dements of physiology, the art of eomposii^ in 
tbe Fru)ch and German, and statisticsj a science the in^portaooe 
of 'which is genef aUy ackHOwie%ed. 

in the civil class, the pupils, besides beii^ instructed igx th« 
English language, the elements of logic, moral and natural 
phUosophy, also prosecute the study of geometry,- trigonometry, 
and civil architecture ; but their attention is principally Greeted 
to the Latin liiqguage and ancient history, because they are ooii- 
aideiTcd as essential to the study of l^w and politics. 

J>ancing, fencing, riding, music, and drawing, are abo taught 
\n these four classes,, at tlie expcnce of the parents and rdbtions. 
7he pupils attend at^even in tbe morning during sumn^r, and 
at eight in the winter. Tbe business of each day is begun imd 
«nded by a moral, or rel^ious discourse. Five lessons are given 
4svery morning and two in the afternoon. 

This efi^blishntentis greatly indebted to M. Fedor for tiie 
institution of an excellent and well selected library, for a rich ool* 
lection of natural and artificial curiosities, and for a valuable 
l>hilosophical appai^atus. 

Each class is superintended by a professor, who is styled 
.Governor ; to him isidelegated the office of principal instructor; 
iiis apartments are contiguous to those of his clasfif, so that the 
{youths have no opportuuity of carrying on. any improper ^onven- 
sation or intercourse among themselves. Besides his board and 
io4ging, he enjoys a yearly salary of 90 tlialers,''^ and though 
.he must particularly attend to his own qlaas^ it is es;p]ected he 
should give in tbe others occasional assistance in any jparticular 
di^partment with which he >may be best acquainted* iThis oblir 
gation is moreover attended with this advantqge^ that it tends to 
eiKcite a spirit of emulation among the professors theaeusetves. 

Besides the four governors, the estaUUhment is provided witift 
one English, two Fsench masters, and a mathematical professor, 
having tbe rank of captain in l!he 4:orp8 of ^Qgineess. Hy means 
of this last arrangement, all tbe diferent iaslaruotors are .placed 
on the same footing. The military pupils on leaving fhe esta-^ 
hlishn»ent, carry into the respective regiments in wliieh they rer 
ce^e appointments;^ an opinion more useful Iban goveromienls 
and mankind are in general aware of, — thai; aU Junds of services 
rendeied to 9^ country are equally honourable. 

Two directors superintend tbe establishment: die fwe who 
pr(esides oyisr the military class must be ai;^ old officer ; the. gei| 

* 990 Fraucs. 
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tleman who occtipies this post at present, is a lieutenant-colonel. 
The other, who regulates the whole, is the learned and respecta- 
ble M. Fedor, whose talent^ and virtues procured his election 
to this important trust, notwithstanding the numerous calumnies 
propkgated to his disadvantage. A French refitgee, in a work 
published in 1796> stigmatised Wieland, the Voltaire of Ger- 
many, as one of the illuminati, and associated the name of M; 
Fedor with the same sect. The latter, whose only happiness 
consisted in being surrounded by his wife and family^ disdained 
to make any reply to this scurrilous attack; but the calumny 
which honest men despise, but too frequently attracting the atten- 
tion of governors, renders them distrustful, and ultimately pre- 
vents them from availing themselves of the services of indi- 
viduals who possess the greatest talents, and the most incorrupti-: 
ble integrity. Thus when the Hanoverian envoy, who resides at 
the English court, proposed M. Fedor to his Majesty, as a 
proper person to superintend the Georgianum, / know him , 
replied that JPrince, rfoes he not belong to that new-fangled 
sect xvho wish to overturn every thing'? Had the pamphlet 
above alluded to, never been published, such a question could 
not have' been proposed. The minister was obliged to produce 
u variety of documents, to disprove the slanders that had been 
thrown out against this worthy man, which happily produced 
conviction in the mind of his Majesty. 

Though the civil director be not bound to give instniction to 
the pupils, he considers it as his duty to examine each class in 
turn, with a view to animate the zeal of the masters, and if 
possible to discover the inclination of the pupils, to stimulate 
■their exertions, and to assist them in a manner most conform- 
able to the object of the institution. The goveniors must give 
an account at the end of every week of any important event that 
may occur, and every half year they are bound to lay before the 
^directors, a table divided into two columns, one of which exhibits 
the progress made by the pupils, while the other displays a view 
lof their dispositions and characters. This table serves as a 
groimd-work to the reports made to the government by thfe 
directors. The following are the bases on which the moral 
4iiseipline of the school is established : 

1st. To secure the esteem, the confidence, and the friend- 
ship of the pupils ; to obtain this end, as well as secure a ready 
obedience, moral discipline has been found much more eft'ectual, 
tlian^ corporal puhishment. 

2dly. To discover the good qualities of each pupil^ in order 
more effectually to oppose them to any imperfections he may 
possess. 


IN HA>40V£ft. 47 

* Sdly. To bear with patience thoise faults which appear 
capable of being remedied^ and to repel, promptly, and with 
firmness, the influence of vice and bad example. 

The following regulations have been adopted, with respect to 
their studies: 

1st. That the directors shall frequently visit the different 
classes, both during and after thoir lessons; and that at the ex* 
piration of each month, there shall be laid before them the 
books of the pupils. 

2dly. That the themes of the pupils be subjected to the 
criticisms of their companions. 

3dly. That the civil director shall make a present to those 
who distinguish themselves, of a book, in which shall be inscribed 
the reason on account of which it was adjudged to them. 

4thly. That at the termination of every half year, there shall 
be a public examination, at which one of the ministers of the 
regency, and a field-marshal of the array, must attend. 

There is a vacation for three weeks every year; but neither 
the schoolmasters nor the pupils can absent themselves for the 
shortest period, without previously obtaining permission from 
the director : they cannot visit even the city without leave from 
a governor. Masquerades are expressly prohibited ; but the pu- 
pils are occasionally permitted to attend the theatre, in company 
with their relations, or one of the governors. Four dishes are 
served up at each table every day for dinner, and two for supper. 
Three women and six men are found fully adequate to perfQrm 
all the work of the house. A single person is appointed to 
keep a regular account of the expences of the establishment, as 
well as of the sum of forty thalers assigned to each pupil for his 
private expences during the year. 

The general superintendence of the Georgianum is entrusted 
to Baron de Low, marshal of the court, to whom, every month, 
the directors deliver in their accounts. This officer of the crown, 
on the representation of the two directors, nominates the gover- 
nors and schoolmasters; to him the heads of families must apply 
for the admission of their children : his election, we are assured^ 
is always impartial ; the preferencte is uniformly given to the poor- 
est and most respectable families. 

Such are the laws of aiDf institution, in which men destined to 
command others,' or to render them happy, receive their edu^ 
cation. There tb^ aire taught to value the gifts of fortune, only 
>«o fax as they may be rendered subservient to the promotion of 
knqwledge and tuorality among their felbw citizens: if birth or 
titles have raised them above the commoQ level, their holy reli- 
gion enjoins them to comfort and assist, the. iinfortuuate : if feudal 
iDstitutions bestow on them peeiiliat and ex^lpsive privileges, thej 
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am tflifghtto cftll in the ai4<«f fhihmphw, in orrfer to connter- 
act pnde^ and cherish in th^ir hearts a lov<i of hannmitj and 
justice. 
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TAVBIIN AKD FOREST OI^ NIE'NHAVM,; — TACf^TNB IW O- 
CULATION.* — GALVANISM. — A7MO«f>HbRlC StON^S. 

f OR a few days 1 was so nnicb eppreceed bv the extneme 
heat^ and so tormented by the attacks of goats aad oAer smaH 
flies^ that I found it utfceriy impocaiUe to put pen td paper, with- 
out being constantly under .the neoeseky of driving them away front 
the hands and face. Some plentiful shotrers at last' supenwaing; 
diapcFsed these troublesome insects, and' I felt mysidf as if trans- 
lated from the torrid to the frigid zone* I did not however 
give way to too mnch jc^ on the occasion^ for the rain» which 
ootur about die end of July^ are geoeraUy succeeded by northern 
winds^ which tend to produce dysenteric^ rhsumattc^ and «ther 
affections^ if we expose, ourselves to the damps, of the morning 
and eveniogy and neglect to cover ourselves with a sufficimt 
' quantity of clothes doring the night. From Spitzbergen to. Egyp^ 
&UMa«i is the best preaertatwe of -health. 

I availed myself of the /continuaoce of fine, weadier^ to visit a 
debghtfid wood in the neighbourhood^ Mduchy is my opinion^ far 
stirpasMs in beauty^ the jBota de Boulognef near Paris. To the 
west of tbe city, we • pursued a road bordered with housea and 
gardeaSi and ui a short time arrived at a square court, surrounded 
by red^coloared walls^ nearly breast high, which serves as a rest- 
ing-place to travellers. Immediately opposite, is ^ftuated an old 
bu^dis^ in die cottage style, painted of a white and gcey colour, 
suid covered with tiles. There tea, cof&e, and odier refrfesli>- 
»0Bts may be prociured. On passing tfarongb the taverji we be^ 
hold; a series of groves., • wUiah pioffaicea a yery happy ^ecti 
Njear tbe entrance; theie are seats atid tables placed round a va^ 
verdant saloon^ for d»e aocomnipdatiott of the guests. Bat what 
prineipolly merits .the attention of the artist, ap3 tbe.varioas groups 
of people continuall}' in motion, and female harpers, who recadl to 
our flsnida Ossian.and Mjalvina; the* i«bnig«ou» foIiige> giUed 
and iHumioed by the rays of die setbngsun^ and tkethidc noiumcs 
of curiing' vapour prodnoed by the fisme% W tobaccxK Above all, 
the pwnter. must notfanget to debflsate the forward gidsv who 
«xact jiionc^ from everyMif ranger hgforef aMnwing them Ib-paiu 
ticipate in the amttseiBcntatof tbe .placer; and groups hsnenring 
in dark corners diepivaeiiennf din: Fronchv asi well as^ whole Han 
aoverian imiliesitippJing vkk dseir navr guests^ «id Jaoghingaft 
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thBir frivolities. This place is called Nienhaussy which signifies 
the new house ; it is^ however^ generally pronounced like the 
Greek word neos, ' 

From the verdant hall already mentioned^ we pass into an alley 
winding for upwards of half a league through a wood^ in some 
places impervious to the light of day, which the French destroyed 
in 17^7 ; but the scions which ^ they then spared, have now be* 
icome magnificent treee. The alternate light and shade arrest 
the attention of men of taste; their admiration on looking through 
the thick foliage, rests in the distance on rustic hamlets, or nearer 
at hand, oq their inhabitants, so absorbed in their rural occu- 
pitfiotts, that they seenl totally indifferent about the future. 

Tliere is also at the extremity of the public avenue, a second 
tavern, surrounded by green arbours and an orchestra. In • the 
center is a verdant area, at the sides of which stand* the carriages 
of the guests who propose to return to tlie city by the way of 
. Zell, or to drive round a beautiful forest, which conceals by it$ 
thick fotiage the enchanting groves of Neos, 

But we must quit the fairyland of Neos, and return to what 
what is most interesting in the government, the agriculture, and 
the commerce of Hanover. 1 began by considering the state 
of public instruction in the electorate, because on that depends 
the character of a nation, and the wisdom of the laws enacted 
for its government. I shall dedicate the remainder of this chap- 
ter to a few reflections on variolous and vaccine inoculation^ 
Galvanism, smd atmospheric stones. 

Previous to the (fiscovery of the antivariolous power of tlie 
cow-pock, all the medical practitioners in Hanover, as well as 
at Zell, were unanimous in d»eir approbation of vaiiolous inocu- 
culatioii: but though th« practice was early introduced into Ha- 
nover, it never became general. It is indeed truly astonishing, 
to behold the multitude of men, women, and children, who are 
disfigured by the ravages of this formidable disease ; particu- 
lai*ly in the villages, and among the labouring classes of the in* 
habitants in this country. It was therefore natural, that the 
learned men of Gottingen should be eager to submit tlie new 
practice to the most rigorous examination; in consequence of 
which, they have beccMne fully convinced of its safety and utility. 
Professor Amemann has vaccinated, gratis, the majority of the 
children iu this city, and very few of the parents have the least 
objection. M. Osiander has published an account of these 
experiments, the results of which are uniformly decisive in fa- 
vour of the practice ; in fine, all the physicians of Gottingen 
practice vaccination, without the smallest hesitation, and with 
the most complete success. From the example afforded in this 
seat of the sciences, the practice has been diffused throughout 

mAngqurit.J & 
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Hanover; and whole villages have been vaccinated. Th6 peasants^ 
who are in general averse to innovations of this Qatur«^ bsive> howw 
ever, readily submitted to it, not because they ate aWe to- appre-» 
^hte the evidence in its favour, but becaiuse the disease is so mild 
as not to prevent them pursiiii>g their ordinary occupations. Vac-' 
oination is become so universal in every corner of the electoralej} 
tbu^t tlie government have found it necessary to interfere,. n<»t 
with a view of interrupting the practice,^ but of regulating it, s» 
far as to oblige practitioners to ffansmit every year to die re^ 
genicy a tabular statemeQt, containing the number vactinatod, 
their names^ s^e^ profession, place of restdtmce^ and the sHate 
of their healths ; a^ well as a short account of the tiudividaal 
subject from which the vaccine virus was taken^ the- period of 
vaccination^ its progress^ and whether any riialadies Kupervened, 
Tbis regulation i» yet too recent for me. to speak of. the couse-* 
quences that may reAult from it ; but- the Germams are so falfy^ 
convinced of tlike bentitt aivi safety of the practice in. question^ 
that they have given to it the appellatioii oil seAuis-blaiterM; ike 
fM'Otecting pock. The adopticAi of vaccination by the leaned 
and professional men in G«rmany^ whose opinions are never 
formed ' but iu consequence of tlie most cai:efuland enktged ex-> 
amination^. affords- a more decisive proof of the efficacy of thi9 
practice, than tlie a^seftions^ the thearies> and the most biii^ 
lianl declamations of tl>e French phystciansi, 

The discovery of Qalvani has* likewise al^toactetli the diotioe of 
the professors and learned men (^ Gottingen; but. whiis they 
atteod to it as an interesting phenomefioR, they do not pursue its 
im'esttgation with tlie same ardour, nor attach tojit the dame- im<* 
p^rtance, as at PaitH^ This indiflereiice does no^ appeal lo 
proceed from afi yiYwilUogiiess to examine the raefits of ibe 
diiscovery in question, /but. tVom tiie.i)un»erou3 and maltipHed 
«^gupations of tlie ptrofe^sor^ not .allowing, them leisure tb^dievote 
tbf^r attentio» to subjiects only indirectly connected with tbe'du- 
tie6 of their station. Each of ike t^i medical profeasors belong-^ 
}»g tOt the imiveraity give lectures on a distiact brattcb of seiendif ; 
cme teaclies botany, another chemistry, a third natural lubtrnvy 
9- fourth the practice of medicine, and so on: and as tise5i 
give two or three lectures every d&y>> scarcely aivf time is left to 
llittn; for rela&atiofi'^ or to piorsue .otlwr studies* H^nce^ there-^ 
fofe,, Galvaiftism only occupies their attention in a woocidary de- 

.'If tlie Htembera of tbe- acadeiiry, who arc all cboseoiivom 
^uioiig tb« pnofaisors in the university, sametioaes enter 'UpCN» 
a few expej)iiiieiit» winli the desire of msd^ing some useieil*dia- 
CQ¥ema> they c^not hofie to estahtish in this . way a oom** 
plete consistent th^Qry> or evea pveamne to predict that QaW 
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^liiisin may one day be sucwssfully employed in the cure of dis- 
eases. 

One of the principal physicians in Gottingen, M. Richter, 
has however, it is well known, employed it in a few cases of dis- 
ease which appeared nearly hopeless. The result, he frankly 
confesses, has not been such as to induce us to hope much from 
its employaient in cases of blindness, particularly in such as pro- 
ceed iTom amaurosis, or a gutta serena, as it is called. 
. Gmeiin attends to Galvanism merelv as a branch of science. 
He read during last aututini to the aciKlemy of sciences, a me- 
moir ou the composition of water by means of Galvanism. M 
JMayer treats in his lectures of Galvanism conjointly with light 
and electricity. M. Blumenbach has made a great number of 
«£periments in this branch of science so far as it relates to phy- 
siology. In this point of view he regards Gahanism as ex- 
treniely interestii^ ; but he does not expect much from its em- 
•ploynient in the cure of diseases. By tlie younger members of 
•the profession it is frequently resorted to in cases of deafnes$$ 
«iid loss of s^ht; but as they have not published the result of 
their trials, it may be fairly presumed that their success has not 
been very great. On the whole,* in the electorate of Hanover, 
no great ex])ectatioHs are entertained from the •application of 
Galvanistn to medical purposes. Variolous inoculation is nearly 
ftiMiiidoned, while vaccination is now very generally adopted. 

With respect to stones said to have fallen from the cloudy, 
much scepticism aftill prevails iii Germany. All that is yet 
known on this subject may be found in a work published by Dr. 
ismrd, member of the academy of sciences at Paris. This 
•citbor does not. advance any fanciful hypothesis in- order to ex- 
plain the phenomenon in question; he examines with accuracy 
the few facts that have already come to our knowledge, and can- 
didly proposes ^ doubt» tliat have occurred to him on the sub- 
ject ; and whatever opinion may be formed with respect to the 
jtMtaess of bis conclusions, it must be admitted that all his re- 
searches tend to <:onfirm the truth of a doctrine long ago believed 
by some learned men, that the principles of all metals are to be 
found in the atmosphere^ 

CHAP. XI. 


M. RAMBERG, PAINTER TO THE ELECTOS OF HANOTEB. 


Fi 


ROM the sciences 'I return to the arts, and shall begin with 
painting. 

In Hanover the lover of the fine arts will look in vain for pic- 
tures worthy of Ws attention* In a i:atiod, the individuals of 
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which are occupied with pastoral or agricultural pursuits^ where 
the nobles possess no superfluous wealth, where the public woi- 
ship is less poetical than religious, where tiie chief magistrate^ 
residing at a distance, reigns over a more numerous, more eor- 
terprising and a more corrupted people; in a nation like tbb k 
is next to impossible there should spring up great painters^ sculp*- 
tors, or architects. It is, indeed, generally adpitted by the most 
erilightened of the Hanoverians themselves^ that the tiue arts are 
in a more backward state in the electorate, than either in Hesse, 
Saxony, or Brandenburg; a circumstance tiiat may readily be ex- 
plained from the absence of the elector, and the rigid economy 
exercised by the regency; whereas, in the neighbouring states, 
the princes being anxious to collect around them monuments of 
the fine arts, bestow liberal rewards on artists of merit.. In this 
respect the impulse given by the great Frederic will long coa* 
tinue to operate. 

In general the few artists of talent which Hanover has pro«- 
duced, have left it at an early period. It has been already men- 
tioned, that the sculptors Diez and Rehbery appear to have 
taken a lasting adieu of their country : had they even remained, 
it is problematical whether they could have realised a decent inde- 
pendence by the exercice of their profession. A sentiment of at- 
tachment to his native land has, however, been so powerful in the 
heart of the paintejr Ramberg, as to make him prefer a residence 
in Hanover to the bustle of London, or the more genial climate 
of Italy. His education and success are well w ortby of com- 
memoration. 

John Henry Rambei^, painter to the electoral court of Ha- 
nover, was born the 22d of July, 1763. His father, a coim- 
seUor at the electoral court, placed him under the care of a 
French refugee, widi a vievV to his being instructed in the French 
language; and it was when at this seminary that young Ramberg, 
then only seven years old, evinced the most promising talents for 
design. His father one day having recited in his presence a sa- 
tire of Boileau, Henry observed that it aflbrded many interesting 
subjects for the painter, and immediately began their compo- 
sition; in this undertaking he succeeded so well, and received so 
much praise, that he was induced to make some designs from his 
own invention. He procured for him some cclcb^ted engra- 
vings, which howeverhe found it impossible servilely t^copy. He 
imitatt^d exactly the style of the artist; butliis towering genius al- 
ways impelled him to trace original productions, either in isolated 
figures or in groups. Sojne of the productions of Prince, and 
a series of designs by Fage, about this time fell into hi^ hands; 
and he immediately appropriated the style of these two masters, 
ajid formed them into one. 
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lo a .^€rt time his father began to give him lessons in per- 
spective^ and tu initiate him. into the practice of painting hi oil. 

It was only necessary to describe to young llamberg a fine 
|Hctui% to, induce him to imitate it. His father speaking to him 
oae day respecting a piece of Gobelin tapestrys> representing 
•an Itatian f^it, and executed from si design of Boucher, de^ 
picted it with so much accuracy, that the child immediately pro- 
duced several imitations of it^ some of which nearly equalled the 
original. 

To aid as much as possible the talents of his son, die father 
procured the best pictures that could he found in a city destitute 
•of artists and^'ery means of improvement in the art of design. 
Young Henry profited by his paternal cares, although he was 
.never able to become a servile copyist ; and this characteristic 
trait of his early years is strongly marked in all his future pro*- 
ductions. 

At the age of eleven he painted a beautiful picture represent- 
ii^ a youth with a greyhound, the death and farewell of Germani- 
cus. Hero and Leander; but he never ceased designing from his 
own invention, and he traced his figures vvtth an astonishing 
promptitude and neatness. 

In i 780, during a journey to Hartz, he sketched in the course of 
a very few days more than a dozen of the most romantic views of 
these mountains, which were afterwards presented to the King of 
England by the Hanoverian resident at St. James's, in consequence 
of which his majesty invited him to London; and on his arrival he 
was placed in the academy of painters. Here the youug artist 
passed near nine years in endeavouring to perfect himself in his 
art. He composed during this period a multitude of designs, 
which Murphy aud Bartholozzi did him the honour to engrave. 
He likewise painted different pictures, and amongst others some 
pious subjects for the khig's chapel at St. James's, several for 
the Shakespeai-e Gallery, and the large picture of Alexander 
passing the Granicus for Carleton House. The king took great 
pleasure in witnessing the rapidity with which he executed his 
designs. 

In 1788, he was sent by his majesty into Flanders and Italy : 
he passed through those cities where were deposited the chief 
ivorks of the Flemish school. He then proceeded to Leipsic, 
and afterwards to Dresden, where the celebrated Schulz en- 
graved the portrait that he had painted of tlie poet Glei'm. He 
next visited Prague and Vienna, in which last city he was re- 
ceived wifli great distinction by the late Prince Kaunitz. This 
enlightened patron of the arts made him very advantageous pro- 
posal in order to fix him near his person ; but his ardent desire 
to visit Italy, made him reject these offers of fortune and dis- 
inction. 


o4 man<;ourit's travels 

At Venice young Rambei^ connected himself with one of 
those extraordinarj men"*^ whose enthusiasm for tlie arts leadtheiti 
to traverse deserts^ or to explore the field of battle^ in order to 
find subjects for their {pencil : he di^w the portrait of M. DenoA, 
vhich that gentleman himself afterwards engraved. I have seen 
this picture in the house of M. Ramberg, and it exhibits a very 
^striking resemblance of the original. 

He visited Bologna^ Panna^ made a long stay at Rome and 
at Naples : after having drawn most of the antiquities worthy of 
notice^ he returned to Hanover^ where he was appointed by the 
King of England painter to tlie court. 

I was extremely anxious to visit M. Ramberg> and to examine 
his productions. He received me with much politeii^ess^ and 
satisfied my questions with the greatest modesty ^ and simpli- 
city. 'ITie works of Ewaid^ of Island, and the splendid edJ- 
tiou of Wieland, will afford a lasting monument of his taste and 
-the fertility of his genius ; while the churdiesj the castles, and the 
palaces will transmit to future generations a knowledge of his 
style, his colouring, and the brilliancy of his imagination. 

The Philotechnic Society of Paris, who reckon among its 
menxbers some of the most distinguished painters and statuaries, 
have already elected M. Ramberg a corresponding member. To 
sum up the character of this great man, it is only necessary to add, 
tliathe is a dutiful son, a good husband, and an afi'ectionate fa- 
ther. 


CHAP. XIL 


ON THE DIFFERENT RELIGIONS IN THE ELECTORATE* 

XN the preceding chapters we took a view of the state of public 
instruction in Hanover, and shall now proceed to notice the 
different religious sects which prevail in the electorate. 

ITie first great division of the people is, into Jews and Chris- 
tians: the latter are subdivided into Catholics, Calviuists, and 
.Lutherans. The Lutheran is the established religion, of which 
the elector is the head; and in his absence M. de Harnstwaldt^ 
second minister of state, presides in the Supreme Consistory* 
This body possesses a right to superintend the other sects; but 
the vigilance it exercises is purely comminatory. 

The Supreme Consistory is composed of some of the most 
enlightened citizens, whose dispositions are far reinoved from 
every approach to a spirit of turbuleuce and dissension. Thes^ 
philosophical disciplinariaas are fathers of families, and super* 

. 

♦ M. Denon, director general of the French Museums, 
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HAteiid pastors who are so likewise. Tfaey live with one aiM>ther 
in the greatest harmoDy^ because there is not among them that 
inequality of condition which leads on the one part to a haughty 
superiority^ and on the other to a mean and degrading serviKty. 
All the laws which emanate from the Consistory are stamped 
with the character of moderation; for aid^Migh the Lutherans 

E assess privileges which are not enjoyed by any other sect in the 
anoverian dominions^ yet> lo their honour be it recorded^ they 
kave never in any one instance been exercised to oppress or hu- 
fliSiate their fellow Christians. 

The Lutheran clergy enjoy a portion of the goods formerly 
appropriated to the Catholics; but the destination of the cha- 
rities are not changed by this change in the distributors; and the 
revenues of these pastors sufficing to maintain them in honest 
aiBuence> are too moderate to corrupt their manners, or to tempt 
them to neglect the performance of /'their duties. The greatest 
part of the lands possessed by the Romish clergy^ previous to 
the Reformation^ are now appropriated to the support of the 
university of Gottingen^ the Lyceum of Hefeld^ and sevend 
other public institiTtions. The profits of some large secular be- 
nefices are applied to recompense merit. The Lutheran mini- 
sters employ themselves in the study of the sciences and of let^ 
ters^ in die practice of the social and domestic virtues^ and in th6 
education of dieir families. I« fWie^ in all the Christian worlds 
these clei^ are perhaps those who noost honour their profession 
by the simplicity of their lives^ their knowledge^ and the purity 
of their manners. They possess the true spirit of Christianity 
as pourtrayed by St. John in these sabhme terms^ ^' love ye one 
another as brethren/' 

' These worthy Lutheran pastors regret that no funds are assigned 
to them^ wi^ the view of establishing a seminary for the educa- 
tion of the deaf and domb^ in conformity to the plan of the Abb6 
Sicard^ which they highly approve. They reflect with sincere 
uneasiness^ that in his philanthropic institution the unfortunate 
pupik are exclusively brought up in tlie Catholic faith. 

The ministers of the other sects receive a small allowance 
from the government^ and the rest of their income is furnished 
by the voluntary contribution of their parishioners. 

Before die union of Osnaburg with the electorate^ the Jews 
were the most numerous sect next to the Lutherans. In this^ as in 
every other country^ their attention is directed to commerce and 
industry. They are the principal bankers in the large cities^ and 
many of them keep butchers* shops in the smallest villages. 
Among the Hebrews who inhabit various parts of Germany^ we 
meet with many learned men^ and some physicians of the first 
eaianence. In Hauover> the children of the Israelites are ad* 
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niitted to. paiiicipate in the. benefits of public infraction; anS 
this ]iberal regulation has, done more to increase the number of 
Jewiah residents in tbi^ coiuitr>'> than the most cruel persecutions 
exercised against them by other. goi(»rmnents* / 

Ca!vini.sni is very little preva]j[3ut. in this electorate, ll^ere are 
still a |e«2^ilonian Catholics in Hanover^ properly so called; but 
they are much less ouinerous Uian duripg tlie last century. Thifs 
circumstance docs not proceed from their baviug emigrated, but 
from all the great proprietors having gradually adopted the relir 
gion of the prince ; ^vhile the greajt body of* them have also b»t 
come reconciled to die Protestant faith^ which opens to man 
tlie gatas of heaven ^Yitbollt clogging his oiUrance into i^ with 
the painful condition of ftMricular couiVseiOn. Public . instruct 
lion is not exclusively confided to the naiinisters of the Lutberas 
church ; but they concur with the most enlightened of the laity 
in forwarding this important work. ... 

TLTie singular provision of the treaty of Westphalia, by which 
it is stipulated that the bishopric of Osnaburg shall be altera 
uately occupied by a Catholic and a Protestant^ has been abco* 
^ated. For a long time tb^ propriety of allowing an equal numr 
ber of vptes to eochcommimiou had begun to be felt in the 
«mpire^ and the first f^itempt to put it. in practice was crowned 
%vith success in Osnaburg. In the principality of Luneviilq tl^ 
.^iceptreis likewise separated from the cross, which bas beien fa-r 
vourable to the diffusion of a spirit of tolerajtioii apiong the in^t 
})abitants; and the union of Osnaburg to the electorate of 
Hanover promises, in this respect, still greats*: . advaiit^es. 
Here^ indeed, it is highly probable that Lutberenisai will iu a 
very sliort time swallow up all remains of the Catlioiic faith. 
Before the efitrance of the French into Hanover, it had been in 
agitation to endow the bishopric of this communion with a re-* 
venue of four thousand, thalers (eighteen tbou^nd franks.) ... ^ 

The abbey of Mariendrode, in the dutchy of Calenberg, has 
hitherto scaped the inundation of reform* Us aji>be is always « 
member of the states of Hanover; but he possesses no danger- 
ous influence, as there are a very small number of Catholics in 
the canton; and as the territory belonging to the monastery facing 
included in tliat of Prussia, is not in immediate contact with .the 
electorate, where Lutheranism has aclii^ved the greatest victo- 
ries.. The. abbeys of Saint Michel in Lunenburg, of Loccum^ 
in Calenberg, and of Bursfeld in Gottingen> were , secularized 
The. first w^s changed into a seminary of education, the seconds 
serves . as a school to train up enlightened moralists and liberal 
theologians, and on the third was founded the university of Got- 
tingen. The superiors of the three suppressed abbeys retain the 
title of abbot; thoi^e of Saint Michel and of Locqv^ ^xe mem**. 
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toefs bf the clergy ta the provincial states: the superior of 
Bursfield does not possess this privilege. His benefice of 283 
thalers^ about 1^200 franks^ has been conferred on a few learned 
tnen^ and some individuals of merits with the view of increasing 
the trifling emoluments of the places thefy occupy* 

The convents have likewise felt the influence of the reformation* 
TiKf ihug of Luther waves over their conventual palaces^^ their 
churches, atid their fields. The canonical dignities are conferred 
on females whose ancestors enjoyed great military reputation, and 
the prebendaries or those whose fathers contributed, by their 
knowledge and dieir idluence, to preserve their country in a 
state of peace> and add to its prosperity. The monastic regula* 
tions ure estabUshed in the same manner as those of the chapters 
of Germany. These corporations exhibit an union of beauty, 
geqtleness, sensibility, and honour. 

In the churches, they sing along with the Hebrew psalms, stanzas . 
from the sacred odes and other productions of the early Gierman 
poets, which are highly expressive of the majesty and goodness of 
the Supreme Being, the immensity and magnificence of his works, 
the love and gratitude which is due from nian to his creator, the 
^rtues which render the han;ian character respectable, and the 
sufferings which ennoble it. 

By this union between religion, and poetry, the Hanoverian 
government has acquired a more solid obedience, because it is not 
only fortified by sentiment, but enlightened by reason* The 
pastors have resumed their importance, and social intercourse has 
regained that charm of which ignorance had deprivea it. The 
ipass of the population is greatly purified, and being better gb-^ 
yemed, they perceive more clearly the value of religious consola- 
tions. The national character is embued with the energy of the 
great poets, and will probably form in a shor,t time others equally 
great. All the faithful have learned to read, in order to be able to 
^ing these truly sublime verses ; and the temples again filled with 
the superior classes, who had wholly abandoned them, afford an 
example of a truly fraternal assembly, in which the philosopher is 
seated by the side of. the unlearned, the rich by the side of the 
poor, and the magistrate in the midst of the citizens ; and where 
all the members of a family unite in proclaiming in one harmonious 
song, that a more acceptable sacrifice cannot be offered to the 
great Ruler of the universe than hearts overflowing with charity j, 
brotherly love, and gratitude* 
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CHAP. XML 

ABCtliyM AVt^ nf»IIJtH»BS OP IfAWOTItH. — C«rKT*ltMi^' 
TlOlf WITIt THB LlBlfcABtAJIji AltD 905tB 8iTi:»«IirT5li> 
EESVfei'INC TH^B V KBl^tCS REMOPlTEiK BY OHBiBft OP 
THE E1.BCTOB OJ »AKOVBB.-*-LBI«lirrz.^ — hIs C1»»RB* 

»roKiiBi«c0 mirn samg at. tub leabnbiii mI^ii! <># 

&CBOFir.«**««'mB l^tONITHBlfT BRi^OTElV TO HIS Mr&MOAlt^ : 
BY A I'BW IlfBlVIfrUALS IN' TIIE FlELil Oi> n^M AT. 
BA90tRB» 

J^CIENCE capnol feuriab in a country Jestifuse of public li- 
braries. Among the Itbrziriea eatablislied iir the different citiej^.. 
and towns of the efectorate^ the most distinguished ar« those of 
Gottingen and Hanover : in this last city tlie edifice wbere tUe 
books are kept is very (feceut. ^fhe first story is appropriated to 
the reception of chartSj^ state papers^ and j^uvidical records. Ii» 
the upper apartments are placed works of uoaginatiou^ and tho«e 
connected with 6very department of polite Kferature. They" 
posses a large collection of the productions of our best French 
wri^rs. Ine uhdev Hhrurian docs naf;, tike the inoiik ofSainC 
Tievis, cGsplay h^ treasures with osteritatibu. ^ You observe our 
poverty,**^ said he if) mci ''you willhere iiii vain search for tfeat niuP 
titude of dogmatic^, ascetic, mystic^ and apbcalvlptrcal writings* 
which the French literati hav< had the barbarism tO preserve, al- 
though they are tjie foremost to reprobate barbarism. Ifeifter 
M'ill you find those degrading and iinmorar co«i positions, which 
corrupt the minds of those who perus43 them. 'VUe first .speei«>s of 
books are produced in aj^es of barbarism and )mf>osture ;. the 
seco^id in those of licentiousness atid hypocrisy. 

*'The library is open twice a week, the members not b^rtiig so 
numerous as to rec^uiie daily attendaiu'e. We do \\(A pay tnuoh 
attention to typographycal beauty, it \\ourd be iucoiislst^nt with 
our poverty and the simpCcity of our iwanners. I have alheadj 
said thait the spleiiditt editions of the French, their elegant biidings^ 
and exquisite engravings,, frequently conceal the most miiienible 

S productions. I am aware that in au opulent country,, such a^ 
'Vance, this taste for expensive pubUculious furnishes eriiployincnt 
to a great number of individuals, and gives a laughable kind of 
importance to those who ornament their libraries, like an African 
king without a shirt muffled up in a scut let doublet embroidereci 
with gold. ^ 




/'eoa^^ h^ ^^aotmthi^nding wbftt J have said^ 
that we possess a few fine prints ; and liaviiig visited<» Rome vou 
OHMit^^WWe sifi^giigiit tbem JMiecal of ihe productions of Ua- 
fba^ In ^uf imnu^iase likxsiif at Piuriis^ you have doubtless a 
long gallerj^ wJiece tb«j a;re huiig lyiin.tbo .^axie maimer as we do 
bei€^ fistr the|>iu|]ia6«x>f pr«duciiig a spirit of emulation amoMg the 
ai;tist«.a0id artizaiisH^'hoiQa^be induced io visit it. The public ex- 
hib^Mvas of eqgravii^dy^as in the ^iery of ib^ Vatican^ has already 
jMXHhiced a consifjlfrable xevolutiou |n our vases, our furniture^ 
fMl PHT ;9i:i:faitef4;Hre.'' 

I was desirous to proloQg thb conversation^ but the duties of the 
i]bm^iiW^ M bim ^Ui^wbere. He jeft m& with some young Ha* 
i^pftaiwi JUid^^y whose ajUenti9ii had been called off from their 
^9^8 fey «\y 4tf>pf^tfllnp^> and wbase open countenances seehied to 
Mgr ^.|ne^ ^' K)^ aw^f^y to ;reply to your enquiries/' I addressed 
VfffWfif t9 4w f^dest, *wtio an^ver^d we in very good French. He 
was a native of Hambui;gh, and had cpme to unish his studies at 
^ UQiyer|% rof G^ti^g^q. '^ WilJ i^ b^ jK>ssible, Sir^" said I to 
{lUBg ^^ito se# •tb'B /our copies of lb« bi^autifiil Oi^forxi bible?*' Oh ! 
ffitfJs^^miif,MlL then it^^f tfaqy are uo Jonger here," xeyplied be. ^' Whet 
jIms i^owti^f WfUi tbr^^tpned with inyasioo by the French, the 
ji^Q^^r.^d^d ^e ardbives, the books, and the precious monu- 
l^l^ita Ip be packed up <aud removed* The duke of Brunswick 
1»fj»8«4 to.aU^w ^heui to remain in his .qapital ; aud it is generally 
l»ei)ie«ed heve, 'that Uom MecUettbuifg they were transported t6 
jUoud^^-irpm.^fa^Vca, you nuist 1 thlak agree witli me, H is pro- 
f»9t4ii ibey WiUl Jt^:v€r be s^t back." 

I. Wok fl^^t^ of ^se agreeable youths, in order to examine the 
vast number of valuable German works contained in this library, 
^fl»d^ig^^s4ug«Mttongwhicb9 are pcrhs^^ the productioos of 
4i^nita. Thd ^^)ber of bis do^umusciipls are immense. 

He founded tliis library^ and be(}ueatlied to itiiis own valuable 
collection of books. He It was who opened a philosophical 
correspondence with Augsbttt^g, Geneva, and Roeae. it wm he 
dyLdwiw mho jBttdcauft oarod t9 iuipire tl)e li^prtby abbe of Saint 
Pierre with covttv^, ^eti be vi^rded hs ^ionary hk 'pn^oet ttf 
.^a |>erpetual p^dcp. In fine, k was this philosopher nth* jpiroposiBd 
.to Xrf^wif XIV* the conquest of Egypt. . 

I apeak jioft h«re of bis profoofid matbenfiatical productions, 
l>eeause ihey Bim iioed on the ioimatable fotuttdajbioB of truth ; 
netttte;- do l mention the letrmed men with M^mm be fiml m 
bahits of the strictest friendship, otherwise f rtn^it envelMimte lAl 
the e«ntieiiUi|MMfy Uisf^xi of Europe. Besides his tnore dirett 
' atiidietiy lie wvote a ^eat UMmb^r ^ critical notes on various 
moral and literary subjects, and made a vast coiiectian of the 
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|)roverbs of almost every nation^ >vhich are extremely valuaBfo todt 
curious. * ' .***•*•• 

M. Feder has published at Hanover ?i-flelection iroi^ tfh ^or^. 
respondence with a great number of learned raen^ and -amongst 
others with Bayle^ Mallebranchej Fontenelle^ 8tc. Sec. ' ' i 

Leibnitz was bom at Leipsic^ and died at Hanover the I4tV 
pf November 1716, while he was perusing the jfrgenis of Barclay^ 

His arm-rchair op which he exp^red^ is preserved in the fibrary. 
His remains are interred under a stone in the Lutheraii chui^ ia 
fhe new city. j^U his writings preach peace^ and breathe a spirit 
of good-will and a£Fectton to the whole human race. Lik^' the 
immortal Newton, Leibnitz was a firm belifeyerin deity. He was, 
perhaps^ the most universal scholar in Europe*; an indefatigable 
historian, a philosophic^ and profound civilian, an enli^tened 
metaphysician and theologian^ even a latin poet; and, in Bhort,*dd 
able a mathematician, as to dispute with Newton himself, the iff^ 
vftntion of the differential calculi/s *♦ 

In the library are two pprtraits of this great man, the one 
painted when he was forty, and the other vvhen sixty years of ul^'i 
It is from the last, that the bust is copied. In the midst of an um4 
brageous thicket, at the extremity of a long avenue of Knden 
trees^ stands an Arian temple : its columns, of the Tuscan orders 
are reflected by the limpid waters of the Leine> and its Kgfat cupok 
appears, as it were, suspended by a kind of magic over a4!>ust of 
dazzling whiteness. Upon the frize of the monument, is the 46\r 
lowing inscription, in letters of gold: *' To the memory <^ 
Leibnitz*^' Twelve columns of hard grey stone, dug out ^the 
mountains of Hartz support the dome, underneath which is placed < 
the bust of the philosopher. 

This temple was not erected at the expence of the electord 
government, but by the joint subscription of a few private in^ 
viduals, friends to science and letters *f. * ' ' 

* See, oil this subject^ note, page 40. Ta. . . • 

t Messrs. Brandes, Pa^ge, Feder and others. In this respect the north ba« 
affi>rded ap example to the south. At Upsal a monument is raised in iionoiir 
. of the immortal Liuiieus, and another has been erected to the memory of 
Luther at Leipaic. IVlany of the Gcrmlan princes, and a great number bf 
^ their subjects, of dif!erent religious persuasions, have contributed to' ths 

last undertaking. The king of Prusia, on transmitting a hunted frederidk 
of gold to M: ScTCO of Manseld, who received the subscriptions appropriated 
to this purpose^ writes tbus:-7-'^ This idea obtains my wannest approbation ; 
jfor although the services rendered by Luther to humanity, in freeing man- 
kind from the yoke of superstition will unquestibnably be long remembered 
By ah iiinuitierable multitude of Christians, it is nevertheless highly praise* 
Worthy in the present age, to bestow a public mark of their gn^tat\ide upon 
this great man.'' 


VM BANOVGS. 61 



CHAP. XiV, 

•mm 

«AKOV£RlAK GOVERN MENT.-*-REGENCY OF STATE.— 017C 
OF THE REGENTS ALWAYS RESIDES AT THE €OURT or 
THE KING OF GREAT BRITA1J4. SINCE THE ACC£S- 

.. &ION OF GEORGE THE THIRD^THE REGENCY IS WHOLLT 

COMPOSED OF NOBLES.-- ^^SUBORDINATE REGENCIES 

AND THE PROVINCIAL STATES.-rREI'ATJON BETWE'EN 

. THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE STATES AND THE PRINCE,-*^ 

THE REGENCY IS IN FACT THE SOVEREIGN* 

J^INCE the period at which the Hanoverian electors were 
call^ to the sovereignty of England^ the goverhment has been 
administered by a regency composed of seven ministers ; whenibc 
French took possession of the country, M, de Kielmansegge was 
president. Four of the ministers of stiate revide in the -capital; 
the fifth, who presides over the law department, the police, and 
ihe high court of appeal^ is fixed at Zell, as being a more con- 
venient station for the exercise of his functions ; the sixl}), who h 
at the head of the college of nobles, likewise presides over the 
subordinate regency of Bremen and Verden ; and Ae seventh, 
y^ith his counsellors and secretaries of embassy, . have a per« 
niattent establishment in' the colirt of the electoral king. 

Xhe Hanoverian regency is invested \vith regal power ; it de* 
cides on all matters respecting which the provincial states are nol 
competent to interfere : it communicates with these assemblies m 
Uie 8{imc manner, as the elector himself; it is superior to, and 
superintends all the other departments- of the government* 

Three regents or ministers, are charged with the superinteai- 
ence of the department of foreign affairs. They send accredited 
agents to the diet of the empire, to Vienna, Petersburgh, Berlia^ 
Pfesden, &c. &c. These envoys, have the title of envoys extrn- 
ordinary, ministers plenipotentiary, resident ministers, or counsel* 
Jors of legation, according to the rank of the court to which dicy 
are sent, and the nature of their mission. 

The regency continues Jo have commercial agents at Auge* 
burg, Amsterdam, Bremen, Hamburgh^ and Wetzlar; but, witih 
the exception of Bremen and ^Hamburgh, these agents are only a 
kind q{ political watchmen ; iand even in these two last-mentioned 
ports^ they htve had the mjisfoitune to witness ibe destrucliON of 
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tfie commerce and industry of their country, by their more vigi-» 
laut and active neighbours. 

The elector names his own ministers, and may revoke the ap- 
pointment at pleasure ; a power which, however, he seldom uses* 
Before the present reign, they weie frequently chosen from 
among the citizens ; but George the ihird, having a greater at- 
tachment to nobility tlian any Of te predecessors, has wholly ex- 
cluded t1)e untitled members of the community from ibe i^eg^ncjr^ 
although no legislative act has heesi passed to tbi« effect. How- 
ever much the -electorinay -evtnoe his {Mivate {Mtrtoalities in Chis 
respect, there are bounds •^fikh be <:MiMift overstep. Thecank 
of die privy counsellors, wlio are only cvnapie citizcnt, is t]«t)Oon- 
sidered as much i»^ri^ to that of Ibe tninisCors of state ; ibey 
£ven possess the right of proposing the discassiciii of a number of 
subjects ; and this privilege, wlien weighed agaiftst aiiaiitsrial 
.rank, fre^uai^tly gives a. preponderance to tb^ir opinion* Several 
placed, such as presidents or directors in the iributiah, are likewise 
occupied by citizens of merit; they are not excludud &om tbe 
jSuai^cial department pf the.stat&; and ^vor^i other lucrative situi^- 
tions are indiscrimioately.icouferred o^it^ •citj^ejis aad the noble^. 
Notwithstanding tlu9, however, theuobJ^es «ij|joy so np^anyejccm- 
jsiv^ privil^es, and beif^ wholly ex^mpi| fro^xi .every l(i^4 of ubt 
po^t, it is ipucb to be dreaded that m Ume they will engro<$$'a|l 
the places of public trust, to :tlxejuitpr exolusibn of the citi|;i^QS, 
pnle^ the |»re$«^t war should lead .ta a cl\ai\|;e of the govorii- 
jjftcnt. . ^ , . 

The chamber of the w'ar departmcoiii^ Superintends every tiling 

.comaected with the troops, the arsenals, a|id the fortifications ; 

rits expoQces are bome in a determinate ^propprtiou by the electoral 

'treasury, and the treasury of the provincial stafe^, in consequence 

ofvotesbei^gpsiSSQd to that purpose^ . ,, ^ 

The regent ulio presides in the supr^pie ii^h court at .2^11, 
, jCi9Q8^k5 hd» coUeagues at Hanover in wairs of importance 4 , and 
: if liie cogency qmnot come to a decision^ ,tbev in their .tuni con- 
,eatt the elector:, diat, however, depeads mucn on the spirit by 
. wluch th^y are actuated, and the dinerent ^hapcler of the indiiii- 
.ihiptilairomposii^ this couociL The police is under i)ie immediate 
'.c0n\ri^ of the regeucy ; but in a. country peither rich npr popu- 
lous, and where the weather is exti^in^ly. rigoro^vs duruig eight 
^aM>Athfi of the year, what outrages are tp be feared ? ' 

'Ilie buildings and public esXaUishmjent3 aje under the direc- 
tion of a board wbicb sits m the capital : it is ^liargc^ whh the 
„ inspection of the electoral p>alaoes; tbe .edifice^ <ledkated to the 
use of the adxiinisti^Uve, judicial, ^d 'learned bodies i to the 
baths of iiheburg and Limmer, whicH are especially appropriated 


to liMf lottiDtnt ; iH|d of lU ctdtere ^ llu$ nursery of fri^l tieesy 
vfkifAt w6 dnnuimy distritmlccl to tke infatfaiftanU of ibe toimtty ^ 
tbey aba of der thi payment of those %vbo are empkqfHMi about tJfc^ 
court. ^ ' . 

Tbe^frilege of coinioerce. suporkiteodsi the art! and acaeQCes^ 
agricalture^ comai^ree aad Bwaniifaetwrea^ aod the' vtate of .tib^ 
fiaances. 

Siade IH tha atat of the regency cS BreiaeQ and V evden^ Mib-' 

otdinale thy tbe anpronie regency. Those of the BittUwick^ of 

liaueaiborg^ «t Ralaeburgy and of tlie priticipaUty of .Q«Mib«u<^ 

atOlBBabtfrgh^ ar« of the same mature: m each of thewi^couDtriYa 

they appear to have beaa foitnded on thi^ wreek« of tbe executive 

power CD their unioa with the electorate. AUhougb these re- 

gieacies poaseas the shme degree of power formerly esbm^ifed by 

the severei^s^ they ar^ not wholly arbitrary^ s^ce they are flur<« 

nmcded by the aasemUiea of the states ; and if they act as the 

iintrameiits of the supveaie regeney towards the assemblies^ they 

ace fre^eatly uaeAd to the former^ by poiutiag out the inooit* 

venience of a proposition^ or the prudence ofwithdrnwiagit* 

i The chief of the regency at Batseburg H^ the miik of a iieate- 

oa afrf cne raL He^ sumerintendsi the baihSt and the civil officers^ 

aod is at the; head of Iwie ducal consistory^ he is als<> cfaaigsd mth 

dafcadin^ tbe rights of the peatontsrsgainta the eacKoatdiaiieftts of 

tbe aoUeB : the ekctond goyecnatent has perceWed theriecessity 

ef pi^esenriag thi)» privilege of the peof^. 

"The statsa of Hanover ase oompoaed of the pirates of tbe 

fl^passttnat €Mder, and the aiag^tttrateS' of d)e citifia^ The 

pnisslB ase of Ae ivafc rayk> as goardisiHEi of the boasb which 

awi^i the prinoe and tite people. The noUea occupy the^ socoud, 

as! tbe mpfot^tSB of the dig^iity of th« tbroae^ and the; indepeinh- * 

eaca ctf the paopla. Ths magistrates of tha cfttie:) and tbr largr 

%iingW8 ore phvadiii: the thard^ be^aas^.^hf^ are Aifi arue and 

essential representatives of the people^ and are intimacy so- 

^qfaaiaiBd with jtfaaic wtots and fedings* . > 

Owiilg tor dn great eqyaalk)* ef condition whith pteiti^aAiaqg 
(fab. diffapaQfrcfaaaei of society in Haiipvery the peopb enpy^a 
considerable portion of anoifart^ Dmnng the sittiug c^ the slates^ 
the .aaciaiaatieal dapatieaiSeeeive instraiCtioas fnam theit con- 
atitaanta. The nablasi ehoose tb^r . o\t» lepfaasntatt^ea;; botes 
tfaay e^oy the luivihge of ^tag am s(ml and cmmdienoi^ dm 
pttncarharaaMly satained a eoatraul oM«r their elaCtioB* basns 
laidn^ deMiation baa haca efft^d in the i%hia>arigiaalliy aaef^ 
adied ^3^ theae thhee ortlato ; thi? iufraotton i/paH ttifnm'of the 
-alargyi basibaen made m a spirit of eqtoty. 

7'he duty of the ststes is te watch oaer ^ini mainlaintthaJibar*^ 
4llgSLaC tits eanairy, sod tlai pchnl^tca hebMig^ teuenagt aribr of 
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cknctit; l&€ii(orc6 « dttb and tegular «dijini$tl>«doti e>f the hkfT/ 
«Kf the feitiifu} difdiibtttion o£ the public money. The powdr 
^•tiicb the priuce^€an exert over the deliberations of theassembfyy 
i» very small ; he dare not establish any impost without their con- 
«ciit> abdststl }esft inoppoditiou to^ their will : neither can he ac-* 
complisbany favoiurite measuit^ by means of secret influencey since- * 
the army is solely composed of Hanoverian soldiers. Thb re-> 
gutatioa b mo^ adverse ta the exertion of an undue stretch of 
|>rerogative by an absent prince^ than by one who ^ould reside in 
the country. The rights of the people are besides guaranteed 
hy the constitution of the Germanic empire; and perhaps ren- 
dered still more secure by the vicinity of the Prussian dominions*" 

When a law is found insufficient,, or any impdst inadequate te^ 
answer the purpose, intended^ the states atid the prince equally 
ei^y the right of proposing its re-consideration. If the states 
letuse the request of die elector to this purpose^ he enjoys not 
tite power to reiterate his^demand ; if they acquiesce^ the printe, 
er rather the regency^ sanctions it^ and it i^ immediately promol*: 
gpited ta the people. 

The different compacts which connect the first magistrates of a 
free state with the people> are equally obligatory on both parties. 
The oath of allegiance can be only so far binding on the part of thee 
]^o{rfeaa the oath of fidelity is faithfully adhered to by the prince. 
When either party ceases to perform those conditions they have 
voluntarily undertaken^ the civil compact is at an end. Th^e 
elector of I&pover is bound to maintain the constitutiou of 
the couDtiy^ its laws and usages; to defend the electorate«froiii 
foreign invasion^ and from internal dissentions; to spend ^jrithin 
the state the revenues appropriated to his use; and to emfdby 
none but natives in the administrative^ political^ and military de^ 
partments of the government, since the citizens alone haveau ift* 
terest in maintaining the social compact^ and a right to its ad« 
vantages. . 

The birth-davs of the elector and the electress, were aimuaQy 
celebrated at. Hanover ; the gentlemen \t ere presented in* the 
inoming) and the ladies in the evening ; a ball and supper, withm 
ditpby of fire-works^ concluded die galai. 

When^a prince of the reigning house resides at Hanover,^ he 

eiyoys aU that respect which the people pay to the members of 

.tbefimt finndies. Hie duke of Cambridge did not command 

the army/ during his short stay in Hanover; having only the 

»rank of lieuteiiant<^nera1, he was necessarily dnder.tbe orders of 

.>£eldrmitf8hal de ^Walmoden. He inhabited the palace .of the 

princess of Wales, whicl) is at present occupied by the con:^ 

'QxaDdcf.'in^rbief ofthe Freucib army. 

^ !^i9gi^iid-«tandj^ relatively in- the same situation t% 
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tke electorate of Hatiover, thai the king of PniBsia, as connt c^ 
Neufchatel^ does to that state. Constitutionally speaking, the^ 
Sponidi' monarch has not more JMwer over the three Biscays, of 
Wnich he is nominally the captain; yet his territories a^oin to 
theirs in every direction except towards the norths while the sea 
completely separates the British government from that of Ha- 
nover, 'fbe sovereignty exists effectively iu the regency; and 
the propriety of consulting the elector respecting any particular 
measure, rests solely with themselves ; when in any case thb is 
determined on, the proposition is transmitted to the depumtion 
^residing in London, with instrucdons ho\v to proceed in the bu- 
siness, which is in fact a species of negociation ; and the mem- 
bers of this body being of Hanoverian origin, have too much 
patriotism, and too many family ties, to compromise in any in- 
stance the welfare of their country. The regency is extremely 
cautious that the treasures of the country shall neither bedome an 
abject of foreign cupidity nor internal strife. The public build-* 
ings are attended to with the greatest care, and the gardens and 
Valks kept with the same neatness as if they belonged to private, 
indilriduals ; the salaries are paid with the most minute exactness, 
and the -different appointments bestowed with a scrupulous at- 
tention to merit. No person compiauis; the public debt begins 
to decrease. The climate is rigorous, but the government i»*mildj| 
and its attention is continually directed to the farther improve- 
iQent of its laws and institutions^ as the best means of meliorating 
the condition of the people ; to the promotion of agriculture 
avd rural economy, that the wants of the inhabitants may be 
amply supplied, and that they may not be compelled to emigrate 
to foreign and/ inhospitable shores in search of that subsistence it 
is impossible to obtsup in their native land. 

CHAP. XV. 

OPFICEHS OF THE BI.ECTORAL COURT. — ADMlNISTllATIO W 

• OF JUSTICE. — RIGHT OF PARDON CONFJOED TO THE 

• ItEGKNCY. — POLICE. 

' X HE court of the elector is composed of the great officers, 
attendants who reside in the palace, and the domestics. His 
gloomy palace at Hanover, his castles, stables, and hunters, be- 
fore th(^. entrance of the French, were all kept in the same man- 
ner as if the prince had really been present. George the Third 
about this time ordered more than seventy race-horses to be 
sent to Mecklenburg, and from thence to Kew ; but a storm 
aoming on, the commander of the packet possessed no other 
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itie^uis ot lavu^iF t^ lives of fh« crew but by ikntmog tfiMiri 
overhosF^- . ■> . 

< After Ifiiving: presented a sketsh ;^ the geriSnimentji itin'Siiv 
tural ta treat of itsiaws. It has been, already, mentioaad^ that 
one of the membenii of the r^ency J^esides at J&ell^ because in that 
city the fa^ court of iippeal holds ;itd. sittings^ .This tribittiid is 
sumcientiy dintant &om tho seat of government to be wholly inde« 
pendent hi its deliberations: and the muuster Vender Wense^ 
trho presides in.it^.is bound to coOsuli the regency in. certain: 
di^Soilt cases.. It ia the du^ of the pFesideot4o wai^.wcUrthe. 
sopbi^ry of the advocates^ the bad fakh of tho^e plaoed' ttfider 
his jurisdiction^ ihe oppressions of jthe rich, the ri^Ui of the 
poor, justice, reason, and humanity^ The decis^ns of the 4}igh 
fGOiirt fM*e much respected throughout the Dorth,^s beipg macked^ 
by the strictest equity. . Tliis illustrious body se^^nw to inherit 
the virtues^of M. de Wrisberg^ their president nnderthe req^of 
George the ^econd. . This monarch, who was so muchattadie4 
i&ihe peaceful' lieaths^ of his native land^ as frequently: to prefer 
ihem to the pleasures, of the English' court, said to hinrono dayy 
ff- How does; ithappen that I Iosjb every process | bringi befbr» 
your tribunal ?^^^ Sire," replied the president,. " itiabptaoBe' 
your majesty is always in the wrong."— ^' M. de.Wriabeig," re^ 
plied Ae king, f' yoa apeak to me like a magistratet'' 

The Hanoverians are subject to the juris^tloa of the provinw 
cial courts, and to that of the s«gneurs : in the former the evr 
pence is but trifling : in the latter,, however, it -is 'the reverse^ 
The vexations committed by the ministerial officers have te-» 
queutly elicited murmurs, and given birth to various pub|ioationS| 
in consequence of vehich the regency is become extremely cir- 
cumspect in the appointment of the judges^. . , 

The benefit of clergy, and the trial by juTy, institutioQH 
which confer so much bonouron the English government, ate 
ui^knownin Hanover. In general there is observed a dUe pro- 
portion between crimes and pimishments, and the cfaastisementa 
are but slight: fine, reprimand, detention i|i a house of correCf 
fion, 9r ^imprisonment, and compulsion to labour at the publiii 
-works for a longer or shorter period, but seldom for life, oon-» 
ftitute the chief part of their criminal code. But altbbugb t&s 

Sunishment of death be reserved for assassins, it is afflicting to 
umanity that it is stiU in the power of the tribunals to award it 
f gainst thos^ convicted of robbery, in a country where crinies of 
this kind are extremely. rare, on s^ccount of thepe^eiiil charac-> 
fer of the inhabitants. It is yet mora to be lamented that 
breaking criminals upon the wheel is sUll practised, though it is al** 
v^ys preceded by strangulation ; i and that the use even ol the pre^ 


*jpamtoi^ toHnfe is not abolii^d. 1 shall not imitate Aie exaibpte 
of Mu^rd 6f Voug1am> who appears to delight in describing 
the in^rtrttments of tortare^ dnd the. manner of employing them. 
it i» anffictent for my purpose to know thaft this practice conti- 
nues to prevail in. the criminal courts of Hanover ; Justice, hoW- 
cter^ obliges tne;,. at the same time^ to mention l!hat every scq-, 
teilce eottdeiimiog a ^elti^quent to snch a punishment is submit-^ 
ted, previously to execution^ to the delibei'ation of the regency. 

The most angust and godlike power possessed by a nation js 
ibiB right to pardon. The people of Hanover have tacitly con- 
ferreci this right on their chief magistrate^ but buried in his 
palace at Windsor^ and acquainted only witb a people whose 
mai^ners are perfectly dissimilar to those of his Hanoverian sub- 
jects, how dan he revise the decrees of their courts, or judge pf 
thebest nteans of preventing their crimes ? Tlie regency alone 
ought to exercise this right, and whatever shadow of power may 
in this respect seem to rest with the prince, it is effectively m 
tiieir4iaiUb. Like'most sovereigns, the elector may perhaps. In 
extn^ordhlar^ cases^ be able to influence the opinion^ of a few pf 
the members ; but constitutionally speaking, he possesses neither 
the means por the power of regulating jtheir decisions. Besides, 
the Hegency has always used it with wisdoni and humanity. 

Confiscation of property is never resorted to but in extraor-* 
dioary cases, such as xebellion, so that it may be said to be 
wholly disused. 

The fines imposed at any time are extremely trifling. Tlie 
money hence arisii^ is partly appropriated to the use of the state, 
aad partly to the judges. 

The punishment of rfeatlt is very rarely inflicted, th^ Hano- 
verian law wisely supposing that a few months labour at the 
public Works, according to Ae age or sex of the delinquent, i* 
suJBGlcieirt to ptdduce amendm^t. Hoping to make men better^ 
thev have erected houses of coo^jection and of industry^ in whidh 
Homing i$r neglected which cati tend in the smallest degree to 
mehprate the manners' of those confined in ihem. The house 9^ 
indttstiy at ZeH, the'onty one in the whole electorate, is an ad« 
mirable institotion, the object of which is: to atfofd an honest 
means of livelihood to those unfortunate beings whom misery^ 
ignoniiice,* and wHiit of protection^ have driven to see)c subsist^ 
enoe by pilfering or mendicity. . . • . w . 

Publiq works are established in five of the principal, cities, at 
tvhtcfa erip9tnal8 are obliged to labour for a longer or shorter 
period ; the more hiirdened offenders are sent to Hameln, and 
others of them are employed in the quarries of Lunenb\u*g. ". 

Tlie Ronfan and public law, the constitution of the empire, 
the bolls of the emperors^ a!nd the particukr constitutions of the 
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various proviuces composing 'the- electorate^ serve as precedent^ 
to the magistrates on which to found the)r ^liticaji^ civile anicl 
criminal judgments. In order to qualify an mdividual for exer- 
cising the office of a magistrate^ he must have t^iken a lawyer*^ 
degree* 

The high police of the electorate is placed under, the direc- 
tion of a boards which holds its sittings in the capital^ l>ut its 
interference is seldoiti found necessary. The greatest confidence 
prevails in this statd between the governors and the governea ; 
tlje most convincnig proof of which isj that the manufacture of 
gunpowder^ and the founding of cannon, are trusted solely tp 
private individuals. 

No dissentions between different religious sects have hithertcr 
required the interference of the high police, because no one of 
themMs suffered to dominate over the rest, or to interfere in ai\y 
matters beyond the regulation ot their own internal concern^. 
Under the controul of diis board the Lutheran consistories have 
a right to superintend the different pastors belonging to their 
persuasion ; and the directioti of the congregations pi the Cal- 
viliists ^and Roman Catholics is Submitted to the nunisters of eachi 
communion, assisted by a council of ancients. 

in all the cities of Hanover Watchmen are employed duritig 
the night, in the same manner as in England and the United 
States of America. In ordinary cases, the ministerial officers ar^ 
found sufficient* for the due execution of the laW.^: scarce an in- 
stance is remembered in which it was found necessary to call in 
the aid of the armed force. 


CHAP. XVI. 


STATE OF TflE FIKANCES IN H AHQVGR.^-^^ANXS Ol' Tl|J& 
bKlNA, AND THE CASCADE OF SCUENEVLE. G«^VG. 

JL HE revenue of Hanover is chiefly derived from an impost 
on land ; a contribution from the peasants in money,, p^^f and 
labour on the high- ways j a pole-tax in proportion to the different 
classes of the citizens; a duty oti cattle; on the consumption of 
luxuries; on salt, coals, and turf. A considerable sum likewi{>e 
arises' to the state from tythes ; from a tax, on mills, , on leasH ; 
from tolls for the passage of goods; from the custom*house, tbd 
forests, the fisheries,- and the game laws. The several sums 
thus obtained, as well, as those arising from the mines ofHartz; 
from the coinage of money; from the postage of letters; and 
the duty on horses and public carriages, are paid into the trea- 
sury of the six provincial states. From these fiinds are defrayed 
tfie salaries, oif the judges aod other public functionaries ; the 
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M|leiicfei incurred in the construction and ref^airs df tUe pid^lie 
buildings ; in the mauagemeot and preservation of the fbrests* ; 
in the erection of bridges; in the formation of high-ways; and» 
in shorty in every thing connected with the administration ot 
justice and pojice in each of the provincial states. The balance 
IS then transmitted by the receivers of each particular state t> 
the eleptond treasury, and a state of their accounts is at the 
same time submitted to the inspection of the chamber (<; 
finance. 

The electoral treasury is under the direction of the regbncy* 
I have been assured that the whole of their revenues are appr<.j- 
priated to the service of the state,^ and that no part of it pas$< .^ 
into the hands of the king, of England ; but by others 1 have 
heard it as positively asserted, that the elector draws from tht< « 
to four millions ^year from his Hanoverian dominions. 

Be this, however, as it may, the ostensible purposes for which 
.the revenue is collected, is to defray tlie expence of the admiut*- 
strationof every department of government, to support the l\'Ji" 
noverian court, to keep in repair the palaces, parks, garden 
and every part of the- electoral domains, as well as to defray ilr.. 
expence attendant on the establishment of the younger brancit^i :< 
of the electoral family durhig their resideiKe witlnn the state. 
From tliis source are likewise paid the salaries of the mem? ^O!^ 
composing the state colleges, the tribunals, and admihistnii.^ . 
bodies ; the contributions to the Germanic empire; theexpei. . 
of diplomatic agents ; of public institutions, and the pcii<sic \ 
granted to various individuals by tb<e government. A port: 
of the revenue is also appropriated to defray the interest ot < 
natiouid debt, for which the lands are mortgaged, and to pr< . 
.for the maintenance of the armed force. A part of the e\\> 
incurred by the military service is said by some to be ]. 
however, out of die private purse of the elector himself. 

The debt contracted to support the seven years- war is n?)* 
extinguished. The recent occupation of Hanover, though *. 
ibr a^hort period, by the k^ing of Prussia, has added coi:^i \ 
rablyto its magpitude ; and the stay of the French musttt uu . 
augment it still farther. 

By those who have enjoyed opportunities of baing w^'U i *• 

• formed on the subject, it is affirmed, that the total amount of ti^^ 
revenues of Hanover is four millions of rix dollars. 

Previous to the French invasion the i^ing of England ha-i, 1 
^tfietne parsimony, amassed a fortune of betweeUaine loa<ir'. 

* Thf supeTiiiteiid«nce of the forests beiiig considered as a s* irntto 
G«rmaoy9.no person Ctti lie.iippoiBted as inteiidant of Uic forest- ui 1 

* never, who has not studied Uujk ^eiaice tltrec ywvs at Cygttiiij;*:^. ^' 
. Account of Hanover. 


Ibotisand and o« auNiun of liwetf ^teAmgy wkich,Iie brdere<tli^ 
be sent to Britain along Mvith die t^Ucs, ibe archives, the race* 
hones, and some ^aves belonging to the electoral domains. 

But let us leave the affairs of stat^ to te'eathe the free air cf ,. 
the country; let us visit the banks of the Leina. , Proceedii^ 
fcy along aveniie of beecli and elm^trees^ we perceive the city of 
ilanover to the rights with its four steeples, its bons^ inter* 
saixed with poplars and lime«trees, and its pleasant and tHrdt . 
uburbs. This irregular assemblage of religious monumentd^ 
^. lara and liesit' palaces, Gothic edifices, stoall wooden houses, 
< hurches painted of various colours, and arbours of many dif" 
f crent shapes and dimenMons, convey the most pleasing ideas to 
^hz mind of one who has seen the rising cities of the United . 
^ latest the flourishing villages of Helvetia, the ruined towns of 
Spain, and the s^uldire of the ancient mi^ess of the universe^ 
I o the right streitches the country interspersed with hamlets : 
\vv:e and there I met the French soldiers carrying in their araitS' 
ti*' little children of the Hanoverians, or beheld them swim- 
aiLig among the natitre youths in the Leina. ^* Are these men,*^ 
I inquired of myself, *' the hostile invaders of Hanovor, or, like 
me. are they oo^ come to contemplate these peaceful scenes.** . 
in order to reach the banks of the Leina by this path, it is 
'!i €^s8al*y to cross an Extensive meadow. At the time 1 visfted 
it, ihe flow^i^ bad in a great measure faded, but it was still co^ 
vt 5 vd with a hixuriant verdure. The waters of this river flow 
raf i-jly over a spooky bottom; and are somewhat di8CoIoure4 by 
I.V. < cfarey impregnation. The tre^s Cut down for the purpose q£ 
';) ' ^ ^ood, are floated down this stream. 

'•' he bendings of the Leina produce a very pleasing eflecf, as 

. 'i as a triple row of elm-trees planted along its banks, which 

.ii; ivered with rose4iushes and sword-graiis. How favourable 

r.> cnntemfdation is die surrounding srcene! On casting our eye9 

o r ^ vast meadows, covered with numerous herds of cattle^ 

i' \\ oulRiied in the distance by the bluish mountains of Calem* 

|u , and the fertile hills of Lindfn, the woods and hamlets, of 

tt : a, when I viewed them, w^ere gilded by the rays of the set- 

:r.' >^un, the passions and desires by which the. life of , man » ^ 

-i^'it (tc'd, sink into repose. Amidst such scenes could we transport 

'\\\\v r our families and our friends, could t</e wish to take up ouht 

In ^: ! Of what importance is il by what laws a country is go- 

.:n,/j, «r^hat lord is the proprietor of the soil, provided the 

tuii >:>here be pure, the hamlets cheerful, the meadows fertile^' 

le • )cks numerous, the rivulets linapid, and the sheph^ds' 

Wiiy do the Germans excel in depicting rural life? Why aije 
ey ^o mild and hospitable? Why do they delight in pastoral 
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poetry? They owe jt to tboir CQOiltry aad aioipbaMBisr of 
life. Thl^ describe ^cour^^y^ besmia^ l^y f^ whi^i dkey ^ 
eeribe. < .1 

, Having spoked of tfae wiudio^ oC tbe LcJiiCi, . t ^fifiqst tiot oiiut> 
to mention that they are ^nvfaoUy artificial* . Some aprijigp jtmt 
ike fortificationa o£ Httao^ver notheipg at^ifpl tp £U the 
jditcfaes, it was thought poper |o. supply the de&ci^cy frpoi thi» 
^voters of the Leiiia^> for vrbmh puxpoae ^ ^canal im bee^Ei, .^ul; in, 
a^^rp€»tine dtreetion to< the diaMMD6of almost thr^eJMl^MOael&aa 
jabove* ihexil^^ On this canaly viAmhym^6r9t€fms^ 
HiilHaiy puqj^ote, ianpw. brquj^t Iha ohi^ p«rt 9^ ^p ptoiymm 
{COD$umed by the lahabkaittKof the oapilal. • . > . 

To pl-efitet the river Rowing back to it9/ ff^rteer tbei), aftidvip 
l*dieveii when too fiill in. coii9<^ep(se of 0c4aiBioQal sweljt, «i 
large barrier is constructed of great $tones, about^titro kilom^ers 
inTeiiigthy so aa, to admit th^ 'sui|)Iisis walers^ td ^pw .into its 
foim^r cbanoel by means of t^oe. ve^ long daias. This wi^k 
is remarkable for its solidity aniitbestyfe ip wbicfa it i» biiilti. and. 
f» propor4ion.. to tlie quantity) pf wot^r ^^s^iim^ .either the a|^ 
pearance of an Alpine c^^cade, or a Roman fountain, ^bove* 
the dams are elevated s^odig piiaatert^ is^c^ Mihich are <kWen 
jrfabks of vtood^ in order tp tonntain .^eaffliiei)^ of tvater ^hich? 
would Qtber wise overflow the swroiilidiiig p^t^^nes^ j$t the 
dislsnce of two kilometrfss below, the city the. two braiQchesof 
jthe Leina are rel|I^ted, aiid flow with rafM^ity Jii^Q vthe Weser. ; . 

CHAP* XVJI. 

ariXITASV ^QRGB PF HANOVER. — MANyPAGI^pBB QW 
Jb&MB AT HEESB£BG;r>-*FOUK0RY AT HANpVfiR.<-**180 
]CN€I.ISII £MPLO^£D III TH« HAMOVEjaJLAN. ARM4£j^ . 

HE military force of Hanover is composed of :; 
Cavalry — -- -i— — .-* 4^600 

InfiMitry — -— t — — .. -^ I£>015 

'Aftafery : — * — — , -rr, rr-. 671 

Corps of edghieers — *— ~. — . - 9^ 

Which inclmling thenulitia^ amountbg to •--« S,5QQ 
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Makes a total of -r-* *-^ ~-, «^ 2£^8Sl,men, 
The soldiers are all natives of Hanover* The raiHtiaiia com^ 
posed. of pensf^rrs who have served twenty-five years in the 
apmy ; tbeir orgamaation; eqn^meiit^ and doaifliing ane ppecisely 
tfae saitie with die ^oops of the line. The ca^ry acein. general 
recruited from the soas of famuM* / 

The commander in chief^.ofi tha HMverenmaaegr is £cU* 
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marshal de- Walmoden^Gimbon}^ count of the empire. He isf 
vsaid to have sprung from the coqnection of -George II. with a 
Hanoverian lady >vho Mras highly desc^rving of his affection. It i» 
to this gentlefftan diat the delightful garden 1 have formerly 
**deseribed^ belongs. • Every class of the inhabitants unite in pro^ ' 
isonncing laA eulogium on his virtues^ his beneficence, and bis 
condescension. He particularly Endeared him^ielf to the com* 
ftiis^ries of wur^ and the officers appointed to hold a conference 
viiAt hire respecting the di^anding the Htinoverian army at AI* 
* teiiburg. At diis interview he displayed hirtiftelf to.be a hamane 
pMlosoph^O Ai>^ ^ patriotic warrior f who preferred the good of 
bis country to the false glory afid' useless pride of plunging her 
into a bloody dnd destructive war. The agents of the English 
«almiet> as may be expected, represent him as a weak and timid 
main 

By the constitution of the electorate the operations of the! 
field'^marshaly in respect to the security of the state; are suboc^ 
•dinate to the regency;- and the military economy is under the 
controul of the war departnefent^ over which one of the regents 
{n*eside. • . .: . ^ 

If th(^ Prince of Wales be not permitted to hold a higher rank 
than that of colonel ui the British army^ the duke of Cambridge 
is, in like manner, only a lieutenant-general and inspector of the 
Hanoverian forces. By a provision of the pacta conventa, the 
duke must s^flys remain subordinate to the iield*marshaL 

It may not be here useless to repeat what I formerly men- 
tioned, that besides the three plebeian geherals in an army created 
bif and for the nobles, there were at- the time the French en- 
tered Hanover several colonels, lieUtenant-cob^eb, and other 
officers, who were not of noble extraction, serving in the different 
corps, and who had been promotied either ob account of extra- 
ordmary merit or the length uf their services* 

We have already mentioned the milltaty school : the friends of 
which, for from regarding tbis^stablishment with dread or suspicion, 
u^ being whoUy appropriated to tlieehildreaof the nobles, QUghtj^ 
on the contrary, rather to rejoice at its institution^ .and pray for ita 
continuance whilst the present Hanoverian constitutor exists. 
In it the young nobles are taught tliat true greatness. consists 
not liii reckoning a long line of ancestors, but in the cultivation 
of their talents, and in -the exercise of virtu^. What a dif^ - 
ference is there, in fact, between a man thus instructed, add 
one whose mind is wholly uncultivated! The htter ia insupport-* 
able from his pride. pf ancestry, and still more from the poverty 
of his mind, the vulgarity of his expressions, and die meanness cif 
fair sentiments ; his only occupation is hunting, wrangling, and 
humbling those he deems beneath, him.';, while the former avoids 
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all claim from superiority of birth^ converses freely with the vir- 
tuous^ whatever may be their rank in life ; affords Consolation to 
the unfortunate^ and by the tone of equality which he assumes in 
his intercourse with his fellow citizens^ displays that be is fully in- 
structed in what the true dignity of man consists. 

The military commandants who are appointed to the ten garri- 
son towns of the electorate*^ enjoy no rank in the troops of the 
line, ^rhere are no military hospitals in the electorate* The 
civil hospital in the capital supplies their place. The expence 
incurred on account of the military, is defrayed from the chests of 
the different regiments, llie revenue of diis iostitution, partly. 
arises from endowments by different individuals, partly from si 
small sum paid by each patient at entrance, and from collections 
made at the places of public worship. All the patients likewise 
bring along with tbem their .clothes and bedding: the council of 
administrationomder the direction of their chief, has the superin- 
tendence of the whole. 

The total number of invalids amounts to about 7^000. In the 
small villages of M under, are a few in a respectable state of disci- 
pline, who are clothed and supported at the public expence. 
Their pay is somewhat greater tlian that of the marching regi- 
ments. Every soldier has a right to demand his discharge at the 
expiration of twenty years, or sooner, if he be infirm or wounded. 
He is then entitled to a pension according to his rank. Those 
who are confirmed valetudinarians, receive besides a bushel of 
rye monthly. The fund from which these pensions are paid, is 
derived from a stoppage out of the pay of each soldier, and a 
drawback from the first year's revenue of every employment con- 
ferred by the state on any individual. 

The manufactory of arms at Hertzberg is the only one in the 
electorate, and it enjoys a great reputation throughout all Gei^- 
many. The cannon foundery is situated on the glacis of the city of 
Hanover, on the side next the road leading to Zell. 

It is somewhat extraordinary that the regency should not have 
retained in their own hands tlie exclusive right to the manufactory 
of gunpowder : that carried on at Hersen, near the city of 
Hameln, is reckoned to be of the best quality. 

* These are Ilanoyer, Munder, Zell, Lunenburg, Nienburg,Stade,Haarburg, 
Ratzeburg, aud Osnaburgh. It has been said iii France, that there are no 
fortifications in Hanover of sufficient strength to resist or retard an invasion. 
.Ultimately to resist is certainly impossible; but tlie works of Hamelu and 
Haarburg, if well defended, niiilit unquestionably greatly retard the progress 
of an invading army. The fcrtificatioiis of Stade were demolished m 1781 ; 
but those erected on the Klutberg, above the Weser, in 1760, and which arfe 
named Fort George, in honour of his Britannic maJQStj^, have acquired coor 
sidcrable importance from the constant acldidou ot new works. * . , ; 
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The elector never instituted any military order \ he recom- 
penses the services of his subjects with presents^ places^ or pen- 
sions. 

Since the accession of the house of Hanover to the British 
throne, there is not a single example of any English subject 
being employed in the Hanoverian armies, except that of tw6 
Roman catholic officers who entered it as ensigns, and retired 
a short time after being promoted to the rank of captains. Oa 
the other Inndy the English constitution being decidedly hostile to 
the admission of foreign mercenaries into tire isTand, and consider- 
ing the Hanoverians as such, it was not utiftil the dread of a French 
invasion began to pervade the British cabinet, that they formed 
and took into pay a body of Hanoverian fugitives. The character 
of the electoral troops is similar to that of the German soldiery in 
general. The officers are distinguished for their intelligence, 
curtesy, and steadiness. M. de Boch, lieutenant-colonel of the 
Hanoverian guards^ is an officer of the first distinction. The 
soldiers Jost a father in general d*Hammerstein, who entered the 
Russian service. This general is well known to the French war- 
riors under Menin, and is highly esteemed by them for his coi>- 
duct in that affair. 

I enquired of M. de Boch, who was the most renowned gene- 
ral in their army. *^ It would ill become me," replied he, ^' tt> 
judge of the degrees pf glory due to my superiors : all that I can 
say is, that general HammcM'stein has recently had the honoiur of 
snaking himself known to the French army.'' 


CHAP. XIX. 


I»OPULATTON AND AGRICULTURE OF THE ElECTORATE. 

LINDENBURG AND ITS VILLAGK. -INTERNAL AND 

EXTERNAL COMMERCE, MANUFACTURES, &C. 

It is agriculture which consoles man for the evils of war, che- 
rishes the commerce, and increases the population of any country. 
Let ug then visit the Saxon Ceres, whicli the mythology of the 
north has personified under the name of Eit/i, and enumerate the 
number of her children. ► 

The population of the electorate is reckoned at eight or nine 
kundred thousand souls ; which gives about 1 ,500 to evei-y square 
German mile. But this calculation is partly conjectural : can it be 
believed that the regency arc ignorant of tlie number of families 
employed in sericulture, and the number of acres in a state of 
-culture, when the science of observation is here regarded with al- 
BK>st religioufl veneration^ and when it is in Germany that statisUc» 
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Wer^ first raUed to the dignity of a science ? I liave^ however, been 
assufed that the government are in possession of few documents 
on this subject, and consequently are very uncertain res|)ecting the 
division of the electoral territory into arable and pasture lauds, 
woods^ and marshes. But many learned men have lately turned 
their attention to agriculture and statistics, and carefully collected 
materials, of which it is to be hoped the government may avail 
themselves at no distant period. 

In traversing the heaths and marshes of Hanover, it is easy to 
perceive that cultivation has scarcely made any progress ; it i» 
mortifying to belu>ld large parcels of excellent land only attended 
tp by some foreign families. I have remarked in many places- 
marl, argillaceous and sandy earth, disposed in thick regular strata' ^ 
iliterrupted by furrows, a judicious mixture of which I am per- 
suaded would be a means of producing a^iundant harvests. Here 
^\\d tiiere, the eye fatigued by the sight of barren deserts, rests 
lipou a neat cabin, suirounded by a kitchen garden, well culti-* 
vated fields, and a smiling meadow, the aboad of tranquillity and 
<;Qntentment. From profound chasms have emerged laud^. 
which had been buried for ages under rain water j here the gayest 
flowers, of. the meadow display themselves on the wrecks of reeds, 
sword* grass, and water-lilies. The salts and remains 6f aquatio 
vegetables being mingled with the arid sands, have in time pro- 
duced a vigorous soil, covered with an abundant crop of trefoil 
and sainfoin, and ornamented by a variety of odoriferous planU, 
The$c fertile spots in. the Hanoverian deserts are, however, hh 
rarely to be met with, as Oases i^ Egypt, and would requitq 
around them the chariots of Triptolemus. 

It is generally supposed, by those who enjoy the best informa* 
tion on the subject, that nearly one half of the land in Hanover i^ 
covered with weeds ; that a fifth part of the arable fields ar^ 
employed in pasturage ; and of the portion allotted to the culti- 
vation of grain, a third is occupied by peas and beans, a fourth 
by wheat, rye, and buck- wheat ; the fifth by barley ; and th« 
sixth by oats. From the undue proportion of the land assigned 
to pasturage, and the great quantity of oats that is raised in com^ 
parison with the other grains, we are naturally led to conclude 
that Hanover is a country of cavalry; which is in fact the cuse, 
especially in the district of Hoya. The peasants all possess 
teams of four or six horses, which for beauty, vigour, height, and 
elegance of form, may fairly. dispute the palm with a^reat num*^ 
ber of the chariot and riding horses in France. The different 
stages are well supplied with excellent cattle : that from Welle 
to Haarburg, which is six leagues and a half, is drawn by ibur 
noble animals. The farm horses, which in cases of emergency 
are at the disposal of the post^ masters, frequently excite the admi- 
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ration of travellers by their extreme beauty. The arms of Ha- 
nover and Mecklenburg bear a horse at full gallop, as well as 
those of Osnaburgh, and several of \the • neighbouring states ; 
which seems to indicate^ that Lower Saxony must .havebeen long 
distinguished for the breed* of this noble animal. ^ 

The seven years war, the armed neutrality, and the part taken 
by the Hanoverian government in the last coalition, have not 
tended to meliorate the condition of the farmer. Without these - 
successive calamities, to which may be added the standing army, 
the* depopulation occasioned by the drafts from different regi- 
ments sent to the Indies, and by the annual recruiting from the 
vassals, the duty on cattle, tithes, the impost on the peasants, and ^ 
on the land, culture might have been co-extensive M'ith the po- 
pulation, a great number of the marshes might have been drained 
so as to have afforded pasturage to immense flocks and herds of 
cattle. Many countries are more favoured by Isis and Osiris, 
but there are few which by some slight sacrifices on the part of 
the government and the landed proprietors, might be cultivated 
more rapidly or with greater advantage. The lands of Hanover 
possess even some eminent advantages : they are neither impo- 
verished by the rapacity of monks, lawyers, nor financiers. The 
priests are citizens, and 'there does not exist a monk throughout 
the electorate These blood-suckers of the peasantry have \%v>t 
yet been diffused through this peaceful state, and the majority of 
the bailiffs and magistrates, being themselves either cultivators or 
proprietors, have no interest in fomenting contests andanimosities^ 
which would ultimately terminate in the ruin of the labourer. 

Besides, the peasants, who are in general extremely tenacious of 
their prejudices in favoiu* of old-established modes of culture 
and management, are in this countr}*, on the whole, not averse 
to innovation ; nor is this surprising if we reflect that they have 
constantly before their eyes the example of the principal inha- 
bitants of their parishes, their magistrates, and their merchants^, 
who are engaged in agricultural experiments ; and that each suc- 
ceeding harvest demonstrates to them, in the clearest manner 
possible, the certain profit to be derived from the adoption of 
their methods. 

From the marshy nature of a great part of the soil, irrigation 
is not so mdch required in Hanover as draining. If this operation 
was performed on an extensive scale, the electorate would be 
able to rear a sufficient number of horses and black cattle, to 
supply the greatest part of Germany, Holland, and France. In tlie 
<Hstricts I visited, it is scarcely-possible to believe that the mountain- 
eer4iusbandman of the present day, the inhabitant of the banks of 
the Weser and the Elbe, and the peasant of the l^w Countries, 
are the descendants of.those innumerable Saxon tribes which de- 
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solated Western Europe. On what products of the earth did 
they subsist at that distant period.^ is it not the perfection of 
agriculture which multiplies the human species? There are^ 
however, a great number of fertile and populous vallies. The 
banks of the Elbe and the Weser, the laitds in their vicinity, in- 
tersected by numerous nvers and streams, and the surrounding 
cities and villages, present a picture equally rich in appearance, 
as that of more fertile countries ; but this abundance is only local, 
and the grain produced throughout the electorate is not suffi- 
cient for the subsistence of its inhabitants. 

The duchy of Saxe Lauenburg is the only Hanoverian pro- 
vince which is completely cultivated. This superiority is at- 
tributable to an amicable agreement entered into between the 
seigneurs and the peasants. The latter enjoyed a right of pas- 
turage in the forests, for which the proprietor received a com- 
pensation in the form of tithes : it was agreed on the one part 
to renounce this privilege, and on the other, to relinquish the 
right of drawing tithes: and to assign to each commoner a piece 
of land in proportion to his possession, and contiguous to it. The 
peasants have cultivated with the greatest care these additions to 
their property, which are not burdened by any services whatever; 
and the lords, now sole proprietors of their forests, draw from 
them greater benefits ; they have been fully re-peopled in the 
course of a few years. It is to be hoped that this useful regu- 
lation will be adopted in all the other electoral states, when agri- 
culture will soon convert the barren heaths into smiling fields, 
increase population, and make indigence disappear. 

Notwithstanding that their pasturage is not abundant, and tlieir 
meadows far from luxuriant, they are yet able to rear, and export a 
considerable number of horses to France and Italy, but chiefly to 
Saxony. Tlie French cavalry were partly mounted on the four 
thousand, and ^me hundred horses delivered up to them inconse- 
quence of the convention of Altenburg, and I believe an equal 
number were since purchased with the same intention. The 
loss of so many valuable animals must unquestionably be felt in 
Hanover ; but I am fully persuaded it will not be irreparable* 

At the conclusion of a peace the government will perceive the 
necessity of encouraging agriculture, and the breeding of horses 
and black cattle. The proprietors of lordships will prefer lands 
to fiefs, harvests to tithes, and fruit-trees to isolated stakes stand- 
ing upon barren heaths. The Hanoverians are from the nature of 
their country, husbandmen, sliepherds, and foresters ;. and when 
they return to tlieir own proper sphere, no power will hence- 
forward trouble their repose. 

It would be highly prudent to discourage, as much as possi- 
ble, a breed of heavy and deformed horses which is very com- 
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molt in a few of the cftntoiiM. It wiU perhaps astonish M. Ho^ 
7ard> and those who have giv<|Q themselves up to the care 
of studs, that the system of crossing the northern races with 
those of the south, does not sacc^d* . After repeated triak, no 
supicriority whatever is discernible in the progeny of a Haifo* 
Teriau mare aAd a Turkish stallion; but on the contrary, the 
most beautiful race is produced by stallionsr from nuares of the 
Touulrv* They sekk>m cross the native breed by English hunt* 
crs; those of the duchy of Mecklenburg are generally pre- 
ferred, as being in many respects better suited to the purpose* 

Horses' intended for the cavalry are never mounted until they 
are seven or e^ht years old, and are supposed to retain their full 
vigour at twenty-five; but if they are employed vihen macb 
younger, they s|re found unfit for service at a very early age. 

On the surrender of the Hanoverian cavalry at Altenburg^ 
which were admitted by the best judges to be most excellent 
horses, it was discovered on inspection, that the major part of 
them had lost the mark of mouth. Some very aifecting scenes oc- 
curred on this occasion, from the attachment of the soldiers to 
their faithful companions. One very old dragoon in . particu- 
Ltr, and who was reputed the bravest man of his regiment^ 
biithed his horse's head with tears, sayings '^ My poor friend, I 
am no longer permitted to take care of thee ! thou wilt die with- 
out having Hermann by thy sideK' 

The wool produced in this electorate, is of the very worst 
Haality ; which may be accounted for, not only from the scanty 
pasturage, but from the wool-bearing animals in this country 
being nearly all derived from a race of small black sheep, which 
instead of a fleece, are covered with a mass of long, hard, and 
coarse hair, like that of goats. The Belgians employ it in tlie 
manufacture of coarse cloth ; and the Hanoverians themselves 
work it up into a species of stuft], of a very tolerable appear- 
auce. 

1 must not, however, omit to mention, that for some time 
past, much attention has been paid to the improvement of the 
breed of sheep, and that the exertions of those so laudably em- 
ployed have already been rewarded. The government, in con- 
Junction with some proprietors, imported from Upper Saxony 
several rams of the Merinos breed. By crossing the native 
ewes with these rams, the wool thus produced is fine, silky, 
and would not lose by a comparison with that of Spain or Eng- 
land. It is consolmg to behold nations, the most remote from 
each other, drawn together, thus to speak, by common pursuits, 
and common enjoyments. . The friend of mankind, when he vi- 
s^its foreign countries, will be careful to observe, and to make 
liK)vvn ou his return, whatever he may approve in the manners, 
the habit3, the pursuits of the people^ or in the constitution and 
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administration of tbeir go^-crnment. Happy the tiatioii> ^vliose 
rulers have the wisdom to listen to stich relations ^om the ti^ne 
friends of science, and of tlie human race. Slill happier if tliej 
possess the \\ isdom and liberality to promote their adoption 
amongst those they goveni. In this way the plants, tiie useful 
animals^ th6 brilKatitarts of the «outh might be naturalijEed in the 
north ; and the north in return might transport to Che souths its 
cordage, its tar^ its masts^ its evergre^is, its grain^ its pure and 
simple rnann^^, and its cautious wisdom* 

The cows of Hanover' are neither so large nor beautiful^ as 
diose of Holland, Switzerland, or Poitou. In general, they 
are of a black and white, or white and fawn colour. With a view 
to improve the breed, they procure bulls from Holland. These 
bulls are brought originally from Helvetia, and are transported 
•down the Rhine from Basle to Kaiserwerth. 

The Hanoverian goats are a pitiful race of animals; very few 
are to be seen in the electorate, and still fewer aftses. 
^ 1'he general features ©f this country bear a sUiking resem- 

> blance to those of Brittany; and the appearance and mauners 
of the inhabitants, are not even extremely dissimilar; I may 
add, that they likewise resemble them in tlieir laziness, and in 
^ ardent desire foi* spirituous liquors. 

The dress of the peasants, and particularly of the females, is 
•nearly the same as that worn in Normandy. The favourite co- 
lour for waistcoats and petticoats is red. They wear small capa 
on their heads turned up behind, and tied before ; they are made 
of tinsel brocade, ornamented with muslin, or plaited lace, and 
} artificial flowers; a large knot of ribbons about four indies broad 

falls upon the neck. This national head-dress, which may be stiU 
-seen on their tomb-stones, and in their ancient pictures, adorning 
the heads of women of quality, is now only worn by waiting 
jnaids, and the very lowest of the peasantry. The wives of the 
•shopkeepers and the farmers in easy circumstances, wear caps 
©r bonnets after the French fashion. 

There is not a single instance of any English subject having 
purchased land in Hanover, The most celebrated agriculturists 
in the electorate, are Thaer, principal physician to the court at 
Zdl ; Homeyer of Limmer ; VVestfeld of Winde ; and the pro- 
visionary counsellors of the regency, Brandes and Munkhausen 
of Hanover. The extensive lordships of Hanover are occupied 
by the families of Adelebsen, Bernstorf, Hardenberg, and Kigge. 
TTia agricultural society of Zell have produced several works 
on rural ceconomv, but the benefit arising from them is f^ 
inferior to what is derived from the example of its members; the 
lordships of whom, we have already spoken, may be cousi- 
flered as so many experimental farms. 
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After efiquimig into the state of agriculture, the next idea 
iwbich presents itself to the mind of a traveller, is to find a spot, 
whence at his ease he may contemplate the surrounding land- 
scape, the fields, the meadows, the flocks, and the farms y witli 
this view he ought to ascend die hill of Linden, about half a 
league from the capital. The road which leads to it is bordered 
by gardens, terraces, and houses of entertainment. la^nsibly wc 
reach its summit,and sogradual is the ascent, that it is only by look* 
ing. down on the surrounding vallies watered by the Leiua, that 
we perceive the height we have attained. On the plain of Lin- 
den, which has by a kind of courtesy obtained the appellation of 
a mountain (Lindenberg)^ are an excellent tavern and a mill. The 
miller has fixed on the plain a telescope, by the aid of which, he 
. afHrms, in a clear day may be viewed the spots of the sun ; as 
likewise the Alps and Mont Blanc of Lower Saxouy ; that is to 
say, the chain of Hartz, and the Bracken, by which they are 
overtopped. Admirers of the neighbourhood of Linden^ do 
not make choice of a clear day for your excursion : the telescope 
of the miller will deceive you. 

He has the reputation of being a good astronomer and an ex* 
cellent grinder of flour. Instruction b not then so dangerous as 
some would represent,^ to the active class of citizens ; Herschel, 
who may be regarded as the Columbus of the celestial world, 
was a player on the hautboy to a regiment of Hanoverian 
guards* 

The descent from lindenberg towards the north is extremely 
abrupt. About half way from the top we reach a limekiln, the 
upper walls of which are constructed of brick fixed in wooden 
frames. I mention this merely to shew the uniformity which 
prevails in their mode of building in Hanover. In the neigh- 
bourhood of this kiln, they procure large blocks of calcareous 
intone, which are employed in paving the streets of Hanover. 
On reaching the bottom^ we enter the extensive village of Lin- 
den, which exhibits a perfect resemblance of a rising city of the 
United States. The greatest number of the cottages are sur- 
rounded by orchards^ kitchen gardens, and belts of old trees. They 
have, in short, preserved the. same form in the construction 
of their villages as that spoken of by Caesar and Tacitus. The 
population of Linden is coixsiderable, if we may judge by the 
tuunber of children with golden locks^ blue eyes, and rosy cheeks, 
that are seen sporting before the door of every cottage. Tlie 
lord of the village has constructed a large house for the recep- 
tion of the ' poor, into which also the greatest number of the 
children are admitted, and where stuffs are manufactured of a 
superior quality to any other in the electorate. 

When agriculture is neglected in a country destitute of cou« 
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venient maritime ports, it is in vain to expect extensive mercan- 
tile concerns. The commercial spirit of the Hanoverians i» 
not encouraged by the merchants of Hamburgh and Bremen ; 
they rather wish to profit by their want of enterprise in this re- 
apect ; and it is perhaps more for the interest of aH continental 
countries, to cultivate a taste for agricultural pursuits in prefer- 
ence to the manufacturing system, at least if their population be 
acanty, and their territory not very extensive. 

The territorial products of Hanover are of little value. In 
tach of its cities are fairs ; in Osnaburgh there are two every 
year, and in Hanover four. But there is nothing exposed to 
sale, except those commodites which have been purchased bf 
the Hanoverian merchant at the fairs of Brunswick, Leipsick^ 
and Frankfort on the Maine. These consist chiefly of earthen 
ware, pins, needles, agricultural and handicraft instrumentS| 
ccmrse articles of linen drapery, baskets^ of all sizes, coarse stuflfe. 
kces, threads, inferior kinds of ribbons, toys for children, and 
such like articles, (by tlie sale of which they sometimes amaM 
little fortunes,) are exposed in booths arranged around the market* 
place. iTie English merchandise which have found their way 
into the interior of the electorate by the way of Hamburgh, Eml>- 
den, Bremen, and Brunswick, are displayed in the galleries of the 
houses, akmg with the linens of Frise and Prussia, the cloths, 
the silks, and the jewels of France. 

The Hanoverian artisans are only employed by their fellow- 
citizens, and some of the inhabitants of the adjoining states, who, 
notwithstanding political limits, are strictly connected with them 
by a similarity of language and manners. They manufacture a 
good deal both of plain and table linen ; in Osnaburgh, in par- 
ticular, the most common employment is spinning flax, which is 
tifterwards wrought up into damask, but which is far inferior to 
that of Prussia and Friseland. The greatest part of it is disposed 
of at, the home market, except during peace, when the sur- 
plus is exported to North America and the Spanish colonies, 
by the way of the Hanseatic towns. At no time, however, are 
their exports very extensive, though Hamburgh, Bremen, and 
licipsick afford convenient ports for cari-ying on this trade. They 
cultivate very little hemp; their domestic linens being mostly 
made of flax, and tlie British cabinet is far from encouraging 
them to bring this species of manufacture to perfection, lest 
they might enter into competition with the Irish lineiis. None 
of their yarn is spun sufficiently fine, to be wrought into lawns 
^r cambrics ; besides, the vicipity of Belgium and Flanders, where 
these fabrics are produced in a very superior Style, affords bn^ 
small hopes of their succeeding in this branch of commerce. 
There are, however, nrtoiy of the Hanoverian merchants who 
have acquired a decent'tndependence. 
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lliere are also different manufactories of coarse cloth and 
paper, several tanneries^ and some glaM»-houses. . The clotha 
made in the electorate^ are chiefly purchased by the poor, and 
by the government for tfie purpose of clothing the ara>y. 'Vhe 
paper is not so fine as that fabricated in Holland or France. The 
tanneries are very numerous, but either from employing an im* 
perfect process^ or from the quality of the water, their leather 
is of a very inferior kind ; one half of it is consumed in the elec- 
tprate^ and the remainder is sent to Saxony and Belgium. One 
OF two of their tanneries have, however, a great reputation. Their 
glass has not yet reached a ver\ I igh degree of perfection; some 
"^ases and other articles made iu imitation of crystal and agate, 
which are considered in this country as master-pieces, aufficiently 
^vioce, that this art is still hi its infancy among the Hanoverians. 
That produced in the bailliwic of Lauinstein is the most cele 
brated; but even this is much inferior to that made in France. 
Besides this glass-house there are two large manufactories, the one 
of iire-arms at Hertzberg, and the other of iron and copper 
utensils at Hartz. This last manufacture is equal, and even 
superior to any thing of the same kind carried on in France. 
There silver, plate, jewellery, gold and silver lace, embroidery, 
and sadlery ware fabricated in the city of Hanover, are far from 
being despicable. I have seen silver plate extremely rich and 
elegant, and in such forms as to indicate not only good taste in 
the purchaser, but considerable ability in the artist. They also 
set dian!K)nds here in a much 'superior maiuier to what is 
done either in Italy or in Spain, though not so well as what is^ 
done at Paris. 

They also cut white^ yellow, or red amber globes, with facets, 
for ear-rings, necklaces, and bracelets, which the Jews purchase, 
and dispose of again at a very extravagant profit. In the fe- 
male school of industry at Hanover, which is admirably con-, 
ducted by madame Kloclieubring, are executed some very excel- 
lent pieces of embroidery, which sell^ at a very high price. 

Horses, black cattle, wax, lead, linens^ leather, and salt, par- 
ticularly those of Lunenburg, form the chief articles of export- 
ation. The greatest part of the wool is purchased originally 
from Prussia, Saxony, and Belgium ; they also export oats, bar- 
ley, thread, the iron and copper of Hartz, the tuif of the dachy 
of Bremen, and planks of timber; th^ two last mentioned 
are chiefly sold to the merchants of die I^anseatic and maritime 
cities. 

The butter made in the country is scarcely sufiicient to sup- 
ply the wants of the inhabitants. They neither manufacture 
soda, pot-ash, nor distil Geneva, Their beer is of a very itt- 
fcrior quality, and can only be relished/., by those who have been 
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lotijcr accustomed to its taste. English porter is sold at a very 
high rate. 

The sloe shnib grows in great profusion in one of the Hano- 
verian bailiwicks, and in the vicinity of Hamburgh. The mer- 
chants employ the fruit with the intention of giving a body to 
their red wines. The thick heavy wines from the -south of 
France^ and the Nantz wines^ are sent to Hanover/ and indeed 
to ail Germany, by the way of Hamburgh and Bremen, and 
are generally preferred by the inhabitants of the^e countries to 
Rhenish wine. The red is termed Bourdeaux wine^ the white 
Champagne. 

The retail shops in Hanover, and the warehouses of cloths, 
and of French silks, are extremely well stored; and the mer- 
chants seem to dispose of them at a moderate proiSt. They like- 
wise abound with English merchandise, particularly their cloths 
and cottune. 

Iravel into any other country but Hanover, enter the most 
insignificant shop, and you will there meet with Englishmen ; 
this electorate alone affords the example of workshops and count- 
ing-houses without English clerks and artificers. Tbo much 
circumscribed by its powerful neighbours, the Hanoverian go- 
vernment have in vain endeavoured to establish a prohibitory syS^ 
tern, although they employ every means in their power to pre- 
vent the introduction of foreign articles of commerce, or the ex- 
portation of those raw materials produced within the country, 
which are so necessary to encourage a spirit of industry and emu- 
lation among their own citizens. The only restriction that the 
regency has been able to cany into efiect, is one against the 
importation of English coarse cloths, the low price of which 
would totally ruin the manufactories of a similar kind established 
til different parts of the electorate. 

CHAP. JCX. ' 


PRINCIIPALTTY OF OSN ABURGH.-r-TOWN-HOUSE OF OS- 
NABURGH REMARKABLE FOR THE CONFERENCE^ 
HELD IN IT PREVIOUS TO THE TREATY OF WEST^ 
PHALIA. — MINERAL WATERS OF LOWER SAXONY. — HOT 
BATHS OF LIMMER. 


T 


HE union, of Osnaburgh to the electorate of Hanover, reu- 
ders it necessary that I should take notice of that country. 

The principality of Osnaburgh contains forty-five square Ger- 
man miles. The amount of its population is reckoned to be 
about one hundred and tbirty-three-thousand souls. . In the capital 
which bears its name, are one ibousaud two hundred and eighty- 
one houses, and ei^ht thousand irfiabitants. It is situated in a 
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valley between two eiountains, or rather two riches <^ elevated 
land? and tipon the borders of the (laze. 

On the 10th of November 1802, George III. of Eugiand, in 
capacity of Elector of Hanover^ took possession of the bishop'^ 
lick of Osnaburgh), which was secularized by the treaty of 
Lunevilie. 

The city of Osnabai^ formerly constituted part of the Hame* 
atic union. ' Its commerce in cloths and linen was then con^ 
siderable. The former has declined, the latter still supports ita 
credit. The number of pieces of linen annually manufactured 
in this principality is estimated at thirty thousand, at the price of 
from twenty to twenty-five thalers each. But these linens do 
not equal either in beauty or fineness^ those of Prize or Si- 
lesia. 

The town-house is remarkable for the conferences which 
were held in it, previous -to the treaty of Westphalia. We saw 
in the hall where these were held, not only the portraits of the 
different ambassadors, but likewise those of the monarchs, who 
were parties to that famous treaty. They likewise preserve three 
^mall pieces of gold struck by the Anabaptists in 1634. 

On the 9th of June 1803, the French troops, under the copir 
mand of general Drouet, took possession of the country and 
city of Osnaburgb. 

liOwer Saxony abounds with mineral waters; those which 
J>ave obtained the greatest celebrity, perhaps from being the 
most frequented, are the waters of Pyrmont. During sum- 
aner, the rich Germama, by the advice of their physicians, croud 
an great numbers to thi« place. The journey, the gaiety, the 
Various amusements, and the pure air of Pyrmont, certainly 
greatly contribute along with the waters to produce many a cure; 
if the patients do not plunge into criminal indulgencies, or en- 
gage deeply in high play, which unfortunately proves too often 
the case. 

It is not unfreqnent to meet herewith pretended baronesses 
with reputed husbands, or fathers and others assuming titles to 
which they liave no pretensions, decorated with different orders, 
or clothed in uqiform* It was ithese females and their chevaliers, 
which suggested to the painter Ramberg, bis justly celebrated • 
picture of Pharoan. 

These waters possess the reputation of curing head-achs, me- 
^tgtima, and giddiiless^; coughs, catarth, and obstinate asthma; 
debiUty of the stomach, palpitatibns of the heart, and cardialgia ; 
'VheumatiBtti and goUt; complaints of the intestines, hypochon- 
driasis, and uterine obstructions; If thiB celebrity be well 
^founded, it Is tru^ astpmshing, that the pilgrims do not desert 
the shrine of Loretto, in order to pay their devotions to the 
inympfa, or thC'Suint of the fountain of Pyrmont* 
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The ^^aters of Limmer are not less celebrated^ althougb nach 
a croud of visitors frequent tliem ; tbev are said to flow from 
the same source. To the left of a large sandy road the eye 
vests upon the extensive chain of Deister^ the too much vaunted 
MonbriUanty the chateau of Walmodeu^ the majestic avenue 
of Herrenhauzen, its sterile park and ruined gardens; we enter 
a winding alley covered with luxuriant foliage,and which leads to 
the gate of a modest building painted in the Italian style. From 
the neat and airy appearance of the outside^ the mind is disposed 
to judge favourably of its interior. The bath opens into a large 
saloon ornamented with glass lustres^ and hung round with ele« 
gant stained paper. It is in this saloon that visitors wait until 
the warm bath is prepared, and where they return to breakfast 
after having used it. On the opposite side are ranges of closets 
with warm baths, which are appropriated to the use of paralitic 
or maniacal patients. . 

It was a Swiss named Erald who discovered the waters of Lim- 
mer. Whatever may be his motives, his name deserves to be 
remembered with gratitude. The follo^ving ^e inscribed on the 
front of the bathing-house : 

** Erald the Swm discovered this Spring: Hanover presents 
this House to Erald and his descendants" 
The baths which are too few in number, are better con- 
structed' than those of France. They are built of grey stone^ 
and firmly cemented and fixed in the ground. The descent to 
4hem is by four steps, furnished with a buUustrade ; a bench five 
inches broad serves for a seat, to which they have adapted a cir- 
cular fir back, hi order to prevent a sudden shock from the cold 
8tone, before tlie heat of the water has brought it to a proper 
temperature. 

On first entering the bath, we immediately perceive a dis- 
agreeable odour ; but to which we soon become accustomed. 
They charge for each bath a frank; but I must not omit to men- 
tion, in honour of the Hanoverian Regency, that the sick poor 
are admitted to the benefit of these baths gratis. 

Near one sidm of the house stands a pavillion intended to ac* 
commodate a part of tlie company when the great saloon iis toa 
much crouded. Here every Sunday aftenioon, the citizens as- 
semble to dance to the sound of violins, clarionets, and tambourins* 
Opposite tliis paviUion are stables and places for the reception of 
carriages, the cabin whence is distributed the medicinal waters^ 
and arbour entwined witli ivy under which the Esculapius of 
JLimmer permits them to dispose of tea, coffee, and chocolate* 
On both sides are a number of elevated mounts covered with 
moss, and ornamented with flowers and shrubs, the whole being 
surrounded by an enchanting and shadowy thicket; in the froqt 
is a long avenue fuvnislied with benches and arm-chairs, oo 
which visitors repose tltemselvejs. From its extremity and under 
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Heath a dome of green foliage^ branches out a number of retired 
paths, disposing the mind to reflection and meditation. Their 
obscurity^ however, produces no sensations of terror, but only a 
salutary calm, which does not agitate the heart through the ima- 
ghiation, but enchants the imagination through the heart. The 
sulphureous waters which nourish this thicket penetrate with the 
sap into every part of the plant. The old men of Limmer affirm 
that they have seen their flowers and the summits of their 
tranches crowned with aerial fire, and the leaves gently agitated, 
bending over the flowery tuif, and shading the virtuous conva- 
lescent. 


CHAP. XXL 


BOUNl>ARIES OF THE ELECTORATE OF HANOVER.— ITS 
MOUNTAINS, KIVEHS, TEMPERATURE, AND NATURAL 
CURIOSITIES. 


I 


T has been already mentioned, that the country of Hand- 
over is of an irregular form; and indeed by the most cursory 
examination of a map, it will be evident that between 61 and 64 of 
north latitude, it is bounded in a winding direction by the terri- 
tories of the neigh bouiing states, of which those of Prussia ar& 
the most extensive. 

To the north, the electorate is limited by. the territory of 
Hamburgh, Holstein, and Mecklenburgh. The Elbe forms 
the line of demarkation, as far as Inapese, situated at the north- 
ern angle, which is a dependency of Hamburgh. To the north 
east it IS boutxied by the possessions of the king of Prussia ; to 
the east, by the diichy of Brunswick and Prussia ; to the 
spirth, by Hesse and Prussia; to the west, by the lands of Lippe^ 
of Hesse, of VValdeck, and of Prussia; to the north-west by the 
possessions of the city of Bremen, those of the duke of OWers, 
and the territories of Aremberg, and of Looz. 

As soon as the French army established themselves in Hano^ 
ver, they perceived the advantage of opening a direct communica- 
tion to France, by Kaiserveth, Munster, and Osnaburgh, and 
hnmediately^ opened a negociation with the king of Prussia to 
that effect, as being the party most interested in the transaction ; 
and this treaty has served as a regulation to the other powers 
through whose territories the road leads. 

If in consequence of the treaty of Ratisbon, Hanover lost 
the bailiwick of Wildeshausen, and some other small lordships, 
it acquired the complete sovereignty over the bishopric of ' 
Osnaburgh. 

The electorate is composed of a hundred and seven bailiwicks^ 
and intersected by a great number of rivers and streamlets ; the 
SHOW ami ntiu waters fall from the heights upon the fiat coimtnyj, . 
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tendering it extremely marshy, as the sun is nev^r stifiicicntly 
powerfnl to produce a complete evaporation ofthe superabuud* 
aut water. But by cutting canals and ditches, this draw-back to 
agriculture might be greatly diminished, if not wholly removed. 
The Aller and the Leina are rivers of considerably magnitude, 
and flowing by the Weser and the Elbe into the north-sea. 
. The atmosphere is here alternately humid and cold, and a 
great variability of temperature constantly prevails. The wintei^s 
are extremely rigorous, and even during the greatest beats of 
summer, there frequently intervenes very frosty days. 
. A north-west wind generally prevaib during the cold season; 
an east wind in the spring, and a south-west wind in summer. 
The young and the beautiful are extrem,ely mortilied by the loss 
of teeth; catarrhs, intermittent and nervous fevers, phthysis, 
apoplexy, and paralysis are extremely common, and when the 
month of July proves extremely warm, disseuteries prevail with 
pecuhar malignancy. The epidemics in this country are chieflj 
of an arthritic or rheumatic nature. Consumption is the most ge- 
neral cause of death in Hanover. May not the frequent and 
immoderate use of tea fermented, and strong spirituous liquors, 
animal food, and perhaps fermented cabbage^ c(xitribute aloog 
with the inconstancy of the climate to the frequency of these 
maladies? The best preservative against such diseases is, to be so 
warmly clothed that a sudden check cannot be given to perspira- 
tion; to be cautious of exposure to the cold and damps of night; 
to live temperately, especially during the fruit season^ and about 
the period of the autumnal and vernal equinox. 

The most considerable mountains are the chain of Hartz, over- 
topped by the Brockeu. The mountains which separate the 
west and south of Hanover, from the principality of Hesse, are 
mostly of a calcareous or basaltic nature, and like other moun- 
tains of this kind, are formed of large pyramidal blocks : tliey 
furnish excellent stones for paving the cities, and forming the 
highways. 

The forests of the electorate are well taken care of, notwith- 
standing the deamess of wood has indiiced the inhabitants to 
search for a species of pit-coal, which they have at last discovered 
in several places. This they procure by means of explosion ^ 
two pits of it in the bishopric of Osnaburgh have proved ex- 
tremely profitable. The city of this name possesses one at Pies- 
berg. The salt-works at Rothenfeld are supplied with this spe^ 
cicsoffuel from the pits of Broglohe; a;id there is another 
which belongs the convent of Qilsede. In various places of thif 
principality there are likewise found black marble veined with 
white ; and the small river of Kriethecke abounds with curriaa 
amtnonh, and other petrefactious. 
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An insect belonging to the order col^optera^ has lately coflf^* 
mitted great ravages in the forests of Hartz^ and in several other* 
of Germany. It infests iir-trees^ in one of which of a middle 
size, has been reckoned more than 80^(X)0 larvae. 

Boars and deers are less numerous in this country than for* 
merly, and give less ^rouble to the farmers ; and the constant 
ivar kept up among solves has also renderefl that animal ex- 
tremely rare for more than a century past. Bears have likewiaft 
totally abandoned their forests; the last wais killed at Hartz, near 
Brocken^ about the commencement of the last century. From 
the great number of words which in the German language sig- 
nify bear^ it should seem that they had formerly been much more 
mimerous. It is well known that the city of Bern, in Switzer- 
land, derives its name from its scite having been formerly the 
vesort of these animals. 

Venison- is here very good; the roe-bucks and hares are ex- 
cellent; but rabbits are extremely scarce. I^'brushes, partridges, 
sky-larks, wild-ducks, heath-cocks, and a small species of tetrac, 
are very abundant. The mountaineers dispose of a great number 
of small birds, and especially of the cross-bill, and the 'chatterer 
of Bohemia, two species which are extremely common on the 
mountains of Hartz. 

The domestic species^ reared in Lower Saxony, are the same 
as tlK)se of the temperate climates of Europe. 

The oxen iare of a middle size, but the taste of the beef is ex- 
quisite : the pork is excellent ; and the mountain-mutton well 
deserving of the high reputation it has acquired. 
/ Although the Hanoverian rivers do not abound with a great 
Tariety of fish, the markets are well supplied with turbot, perch, 
delicate carp, pike, and uncommonly large eels; the rivulets 
that flow from the Hartz and other wooded mountains, abound 
with a small species of trout of a most exquisite flavour. 

In the cantons are produced little barley and maize^ but good 
crops of wheat, oats, beans, peas, and* rye. The sandy land 
produces excellent potatoes. 

In their gardens they cultivate cabbage and other species of 
esculent vegetables. The celery is equally good as that of Italy. 
Cherries, apricots, peaches, and a variety of other fruits are here 
raised hi as great perfection as in France. In the royal gardens of 
Herrenhausen they cultivate the pine-apple and water-melon. 
Their vineyards produce only grapes for the table. 

Flax in more plentful than hemp, throughout the whole electo- 
rate. The female peasants are occupied in spinning it during 
the long winter evenings ; while tales, songs, and their village 
anecdote* enliven the rural circle. 

END OF MANGOUUIT's TRAVELS. 
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